Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



IaU. 





A NEW EDITION 



OF 



A FREE INQUIRY 



INTO 



THE MIRACULOUS POWERS 

WHICH ARK SIJPPOftID TO HATI 8UBSISTID IN 

THE CHRISTIAN CHUECH, 

FROM THE EARLIEST AGES THROUGH SEVERAL SUCCESSIVE 
CENTURIES, UPON THE AUTHORITY OF 

Cj^^ VvimiUbt dfatj^nr^^ 



BY 



CONYERS MIDDLETON, D.D. Cambridge, 

Author qf the celebrated Life qf Cicero, qf a most important Littkr from 
RoHi, oM qf other eearchinffitwettiffatione, who pubUshed thie Work in 1749, 

and died 1790. 




liONDON : 

J. AND W. BOONE, 29, NEW BOND STREET, 

AND ALL BOOKSELLERS. 

OCTOBER 10th, 1844. 
Price 1 *. or 9«. per doz,'] 



Extract from the Works of the excellent Chillingworth, 
who was bom 1 602 and died 1 644^ €et. 42. 

' ^TiKd Bible, l^y, the Bible, is tlie religion of Protestants. 
I^ for.ivy^part^fiftei' a loQg,|iii4 (m I believe and hope) impartial 
search after the true way to eternal happiness, do profess plainly 
that t cannot find any rest for the sole of my foot bnt upon this 
nmk only. I see plainly, and with my own eyes, that there are 
Popes against Popes, and Councils against Councils ; some Fa- 
tbes^ against other Fathers; the same Fathers against themselres ; 
a consent of Fathers of one age against a consent of Fathers of 
ahofCher' age ; traditive interpretations of Scripture are pretended, 
bWtftm^ ar^ few or none to be found. No tradition but that of 
Scripture can derive itself from the fountain, but may be plainly 
prpyefi either to have been brought in in such an age of Christ, 
or thai in such an age it was not in. In a word, there is no suf- 
flciynt cettalnty but of Scripture, for any considering man to build 
i^a;*iTI(is,- therefore, and this only, I have reason to believe. 
T^f^,f, w^lft ptrofess, according to this I will live ; and for this, if 
there }^ occas^qn, J will not oply willingly, but gladly lose my 
life, though I should be sorry that Christians should take it 
ftOtettre."" 

. Thi(i, aviation is taken from t^me Letters against CcUvinism, Ro- 
rnanismy and the Athanasian Creed {page 31): to which is added a 
Letter iythe Bishop of London, denying the exercise qfany Miraculous 
Pattok U the Admnhtnaitm cf th» Sacraments. Third Edition, 
Boone, Bond Street, Price 6d. each, or 3s. per doz. 
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AN INQUIRY 
INTO THE SUPPOSED MIRACULOUS POWERS 

OF 

THE PRIMITIVE FATHERS. 



I NOW precede^ according to my promise, to a more 
precise and accurate discussion of the argument of 
the Introductory Discourse^ and to open all the par- 
ticular proofs^ which induced me finally t^ epbr^e 
it, with that freedom and impartiality which becomes 
every ingenuous and disinterested inquirer aftfer 
truth : and, that I may lay the whole q\ie8tipn 
before the reader in the clearest light, I. propose 
to observe the following method. 

I. To draw out, in their proper order, all the prin- 
cipal testimonies, which relate to the p^ir^aulQus. 
gifts of the church, as they are found m the writings 
of the fathers, from the earliest ages, after the days 
of the Apostles. Whence we shall see, at one view, . 
the whole evidence, by which they have hithepto 
been supported. 

II. To throw together all, which those fathers 
also have delivered, concerning the condition, of the 
persons who are said to have been indued with thosd 
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In the opinion of the editor, the times seem to call for this 
edition of Dr. Middleton's work. The Introductory Discourse 
and the many notes of this able and learned writer have been 
omitted in order to offer a comprehensive view of the subject 
adapted more especially to readers in general. 
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sj^^,^d.tp have ^xought tlie miracles, tfi which 

, ^'j^Jj'l, Tp. ^luatr$il;e the particular ohanigtprs and 
QP^p^.of the fathejr^ who attest those miracles, 
^q s|f to jna^le. us to determine with more exactness 
w^h^t d^rpe of^ qredit njiay be due to their testimony. 
ly , ^ 'Jp^ , rei/jlw . all the several kinds pf , piracies 
v^ifjl^ 1^ jp?i;^teuded to have been wrought^^and tq 
pbs^rv^, frop^ the. nature of each how far the credi- 
biUty.of px^ may reasonably be suspected. 
, v., Tp rrfnte some of the most plausible objec- 
tions ;whicb h^yo hitherto been made by my ^t^- 
goni^t^^ or which the prejudices and prepossession3 
Pf TiCL^^ijiy pipus Christians may be apt to suggest to 
tjbie g^p^r^ turn of my argument. 

^ J,, Ji^ Qpllecting all the facts and testimonies, which 
?,e]:^tp,^tp the pjfesent argument, from the earliest 
^^^([^ty» after the days of the Apostles, our first 
ih9f^h|ts are carried of course to the Apostolic Fa- 
thers, that is, to those, who had lived and conversed 
i^^l^lj^^th^ ^pQs,t|j?Si and who, by their special appoint- 
ipj^pt, j;i^ejp prdwi^d to succeed them in the govem- 
^^^?l'i*^^) Cjiuf ^h. For as there are sevejral of this 
(ji^^^a^^^ .)^%8^ writings stUl remain to,, us, St. 
B(/ir^a^d8^^^St,^ Olemem, St. Ignatius, St, Poly carp, 
St, Hermaj(^ ^9 it i? natural to expect^ that, in these 
valued remains,, the histoiy of the miraculous gifts, 
wMipK-S afi wuch. celebrated bythe writer^ of the 
New T^^t^ment, should be carried on still in the 
sai^e manner by these thei^r immediate supcessors, 
thrjj^ugb^the n^xt generation. For if any .4^\ich gifts- 



had been actaaUy subsisting in their days^ il! is'higlJl^ 
probable, that men of their eminent Zealand pi^t^^ 
who had seen the wonderful effects of them, diifler 
the management of the Apostles, and mnst themseli^ek 
have possessed a large share of them, wbald have 
made some kppeal or reference to them, in their *cSi^- 
cular episties to the Churches, as their predecessors 
had done^ for the honor of the Gospel, and the cre&ii 
of their own ministry. But instead of this, it Ts 
remarkable, that there is not the l^ast claim br pre- 
tension, in all their several pieced, to any of those 
extraordinary gifts, which are the subject' of ttiis 
inquiry; nor to any standing power of working 
miracles^ as residing still among them, for the cbii- 
version of the heathen world. The whole purpose 
of ;their writings is, to illustrate the excellence and 
puri^ of the Christian doctrine; and the whble 
power of their ministry seems to have lain ih^th^ 
innocent and amiable character of thdr lives^ aiiltMU 
the pious, charitable, and fervent strain hfhlUm 
pastoral exhortations. i ' •= .^i 'i 

They speak indeed in general, of certain dj^i-imdl 
gifts, as abounding among the Christi'aiis of ^^fKldi 
age: yet these cannot reasonably b^ itttetpVefeS^ lf6 
mean anything more than the ordHndry "^^^t^AAd 
graces of the Gospel, /aif A, hype, dndcAc^iyj^fHe 
love of God and of man ; which they all recoiniheipid 
in the warmest terms, and appear to have possessed 
in the highest ^gr^.' ArchUshbp' Wake ^byfhi^' 
who has^WnSBit^d their yorks into Bhifiish^' s'iys, 
that in aUprobabiHip, they were indued vMhiheW^ 
fy-aordinary^gifts of the Holy Spirit, and thdt 'thi^ 
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^9re , 99t0iw^ iniic0[iions of it in their writings : 
7 .wbi^ bei endeaFours to confirm^ not by any facts 
Qi;,iegi^l^ss testxmcmieS) drawn from themBelves^ but 
^jr ifii^pmees .oneiy or ecmjectufes^ gnluoded on a 
&^{)|K>s€vi,£requ(tmc7 <tf those indoi^mentcr in that ag^ 
^^iA the eonixaunication of themi as he says, to 
npLuoh lass^r and wonser men ; on the sdnctity of their 
livei|>raiid tbe greatness of the stations^ to which 
tJiey w^re ealled by the Apostles ; and on the' ac« 
CQiiVLt^ ofittbem^ transmitted to us by their 'Success 
i^ra: fiK)maU:> which he concludes^ that they were 
iK>t onelyinstnusted b^ persons inspired^ bat wsre 
tb^msekea also in some measure inspired too^ or 
indued' with the extraordinary gifts of the' Holy 
Qbmt^^^ « Bttt whatever gifts of this sort there may 
b^ «iuf poiHed to have possessed, it is eertaiii at leasts 
a^: the Dame translator of their works takiss occasion 
taaneuloale/ that tiieir endowments wereybr ir^eriary 
i^th\in their kind and degree, to those of their pre*- 
d^ces^rs^ the Apostles. 

i' : Bbt' tbeieamed Mr. JDodweUj a writer of a mote 
faaaguidU damplexi6n> peremptorily declares, from 
tjbet m«re title or address of 8t, Ignatiutfs Epistle to 
,thev€htixieh of Stay ma, that mii^acles subsisted in 
great labtmdance in those d^s, because' that dhureh 
iattheiestiledy blessed ivitb every good gUft and want- 
ingt^ in no yobd gift. Yet these word^, as they are 
ettplaned'byvthe context^ manifestly s^ifjr nothing 
nierertham'the ordinary gifts of the dowpei, faiih 
imiV«fao%y for the Whole passage runs thus: To 
the Ghurch of Ood ike Father, md of the beloved 
ifenss Ghmst, iohieh God hath mercifully bkssed wUh 



every gtmd gtft^ being fiUed with fitith and^tharify 
96 '08 to be taantinff m no good gifi. In' imotlKer 
Epistle Ukewise of St. Ignatinu t(^* tlbe^ BxmMBy 
written on his journey towards Bame, whithev Kd 
was going to sufFer martyrdom^ tliere^ akfiSfe^^ 
words : ''I am willing to die for Qtoi,, nnless ^t!/^ 
hinder me; I beseech you that yon show li^i'M 
dnseasonable goodwiU towards me ; suffer »ie to^^be 
food for the wild beasts^ by whom I shall attain 
imto God; for I am the whes(t of God and shatt b6 
ground by the teeth of the wild beasts^ that' I may 
ba .*fonnd the pure bread of Christ/' Sto, • ^¥tMl 
which words the same learned person again infers^ 
that the prayers of the primUwe ChristUm^ Aad the 
pouter to disable the tvUd beasts ftom ^MSaulting the 
martyrs, w?m were exposed to them ih ike'WipM'- 
tbealres. Yet the passage ^itself has n^rt'the l^ast 
reference to prayers, or to anything mlradaIous>'b^t 
to the ordinary endeavoura and intereessioii of 'the 
Christian brethren at Rome, who offfered' to n^e 
tiieir interest to preserve him fh>m that 'cruel doath 
which he was then going to suffer ;* tp whicb <$0&i^ 
it is expressly restrained in the relation bf bi»-itis^ 
tyrdom^ written by those who aecbntipaikied'him 'iti 
this very journey, and were present ^at bis d<iatfaj by 
whom: we ave told: '^That the lMr^thrbnitfh& elEime 
out to meet him on his approach to 'thitt city, amd 
were eealous for his 8af6ty> undertook, 'to. ajipease\the 
people, so that when he came to be ek^osed: tor<the 
wild beasts in the amiifaitheatre they ihmMfuH^^Mre 
his destrUdiion ; ^but the Saint oteMtlledy «9^ co^ 
mamded ihem io he quiet ^- And to theNsadud aenie 
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it^tfr^t^%^ Interpreted it in his lAfe' of this 
^dini.'^ ''^i'fee tlfiristians at Rome/' says iie^' "came 
out W^meet^' and Entertain him j and when some of 
fhem^diS'Dui|in^feat(^ that J)ossibly the people might 
ibe ii&ep!^^i^ irSin desiring his death, he expressed a 
j^ibiis n^Jig^a'iionyltitr€lating thetH to fciast no rtibs 
in nis way ^tWt'inight hinder him, hOw h6 was has- 
tening to nis crown.^ 

^Ahd^ iri^'irdifey all ttie bther expressions of these 
i^!t^^,^'which ar<P com understood to signify 

tiie'Wit'rWdinaiy^ gifts the Holy Ghbst, may he 
inte|*preted'*m6re'r^^ and more agreeably to 

the'general'^urn of their writings, to denote diiely 
tfee^Qr^naryjnraces of the Gk)spel, faith, andch^trityj 
wnich,they con$tantly extoU, as superior to all other 
perfeckons ; as things wonderfuU and admirdole ; and 
t/i^\^th^iargifi^^ of God: nay in some places, they 
seem even;'t6'disclame all gifts of a more extraor- 
dinaiy^iiid.' Thus Po/ycaiy, in his Bpistle to the 
PhUipniam, says, " These things, my brethren, I 
toc^^not 1;*l^e iiberty to write to you of m;^self, con- 
cerning rigMebusness, but you before encouraged 
me to, 11. Eor neither I, nor any other stich as I 



me to, II. *or neitner i, nor any 
am, can come' up to, the ,wisdom of the' felessed ^and 
renowned If qui. And m the same Epistle he de- 
cTafesi *tnal it was' not granted to him,'t(i' pi^actise 
tfiati whicn^Ls*^' written' in the Scripture :' tie anory 




¥W DouW ro'r^^is name I am not yeii jli^rfect in 



JeBW Chrifitj but now I begin to J^anij^^^dryBpes^ 
to you as to fellow disoiples. For I -pugkt to .bav^ 
been stirred up by you in faitb^ 19 ^dinonitij^n^'f ^c. 

.This same »Saint indee4^ ia one or t^p/of nw 
EpistleSjf seen^ to intimate that tIie,^^wle^e^o| 
certain events had been communicated ta lum by 
the Spirit, Thus in his Epistle to t)^e fhiladet^ 
phians, speaking of the earnest exhoi:tatipn§ ^whii^ 
he h^d given them to unity and subo^ssipn to" tbeir 
bishops, priests^ and deacons, he^s^ysi^j " oome nl^ay 
pie suspected that I was acquainted befbfehan^d wit^ 
the divisions among you; but y is' n^^'^wi^^^^^^ 
for whom I am bound, that I ^ not kno^l^fi^om 
any humian ne&h^ but the Spurit declared it. sneaking 
thus^ do nothing without your bi^hop^'^ &c« . From 
which Dr. Wake takes occasion to infer, that he was 
indued wUh a large portion of the extraordiruiry qijts 
of the Holy Ghost : yet I do not find that anv other 
commentator has ventured to build anything mira- 
anions or supernatural upon it, , * \- vo 

It is related likewise of PolyQorp^ \^. tbp ^ aiicien^ 
narrative of his martyrdom, " how in the time of 
^hat persecution, in which )iis life, was partjSbuTarly 
sought for by the heathen magjistrates, he withdrew 
himself from Smyrna, by the advice , of .his frieiias, 
into a little village, where he spent |iis ^^.ys and 
nights in prayer, w^h a few who accompanied him^j^ 
and as he was praying, a visiQn was pffer^ to l^im^ 
three days b^ore ^e was taken, in \^hi^h he ^aw his 
pillow on fire:, wl^ereupon, tujrning presently to^hijs 
co^ipanioQi, he said prophetically, I mujst^certaijnLly 
be b^rpt ^liye/' The. §ame narrative' cal^ him 
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i[te9 $,-pwpkeHe teacher; and dedams^ thtU every 
Uf4»ki (wiMi he inhered had either been fitlftlled, or 
tMi^ldibe^fid/Ukd. ^Whence Mme later irritevs have 
affimeid^ ithiaft he was indued with a spirit of pio- 
phBijrpiaiid>fortold everything^ that was to hsqppen 
to hinxii '»Bnt the foresight of his death, and the 
ni^Lnner of it) in tJhe titaie of a cruel pereecmtion^ 
whki bii'i{M3is(m was particularly hunted jfeom vil^ 
l^Lgf&'te village^ as the principal and destined sacrb- 
fleey tfiky reasoiliably be considered as tht ^ct of 
common prodence^ without recurring to anything 
miKaicuIou». 

>fie^e ihetn we have an interval of about half a 
century^ the eariiest and purest of all Christian 
a^iieiqmty^' after the days of the Apostles, in which 
we- fiHid not the least reference to any standing 
jl<mer''Of -forking miracles, as exerted openly in 
^hid 'ohiirch for the conviction of unbelievers; but, 
ofn-'the^'cantrfiury, the strongest reason to presume 
that' the extiraordinary gifts of the apostolic age 
we^l^ by this time actually withdrawn ; and the Oos- 
p^^teift do ^make^ Wb way by it^ own strength, and 
the Wlitilbiity of those credentials and original 
ttiitaMtowibh 'wUiefa'Ohrist had furnished it, as an 
H^<!lcfttia)''6ecurity>of its success and triumphs over 
the p&vrer^ of tiiis «atih. Yet beb^e we take leave 
of these aposillolip ftithers it may be proper to ob^ 
iieih&i^^S&t'th^ prevention of unneoessary cavUs, that 
iP^fr^mitiie ^sages Teferredto above, oiffinm any 
<yttbeir Whiidi'ipay b&Conndrin'thctai, it should appear 
{A^bttbte'^tof^any Ihat tiiey< were >&voujred on some 
t!lih!/tbt^lP^ih.*eMtraardimnry iilummatim», viiiane, or 
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dioine mpremmSy I shall xiot diapiite tfaiikvpQiiiit inth 
iheaif but veraind them only th«ttb6 gjiftil'>oM)hat 
soet wei^ merdy pecsonal> gusnted for th^^pav^ 
tioiilair comlbrfe, bomL toaohing bo ftuitfaiar .tibiKa^to 
Ithemselveis^-aiid do not thevefbie in aiijr< .manner 
aifeefew rdate to the qiuestion noiribefiire u&^' i v) - 
.•But i£ the apostolic writers have left nsiiof^jbhe 
dark mth regard to ioiir present «i^pa«i«!Dt> <}heir 
anscesBois it must beowned> tm far as ik&x au&osrity 
ireachds, have cleared it from all oinettrity' by l^eir 
strobg^itexplicity and repeated attestaiionii of many 
extraordinary gifts and miracnlous powers which 
were constantly and publicly exerted in the iGhris- 
tian Ghurbh through each succeeding age; ' *'-', 

JuBtik Martyr, who is supposed to hav^tiWriMen 
hisfiiat Apology within fifty years afteri the:d£iya of 
the Apostles^ says^ ^^ There are pi}ophetioalr< gifts 
among us at this day, and both men «tndri1f0in/$n 
indued .with extraordinitfy powers by ^#ho .Spiimt.of 
6od. .And he frequently appeals, to /wl:^! e$i;^y 
one might see with his own eyes, inneyfiQ^YjIa^t of 
the world, and particularly in A?w^/iin therie^s<^iOf 
persons possessed with devils j whor were((Oiaif^ and 
setrfree^ aoad tii&devilaitbemselvjesibaffledraiidldMfin 
a^ayb^iJieiChrifitians, adjuring or esordsiagith)^ 
in theaiaikieof J^c&us, when all othor lexoreis^ add 
ctmhantemhad tried in Tain td^helpitlfeemi^' >>< <^ "u 

'IreM^BUBj. who.r was* oontemporary^wit^: Jt^lf% vb^ 
weoteiiBoni0what'.]ater,i«and'li(ved ,mudli bftngf^^/t s(f- 
firmsy ^QUiat all wbd were truly disciples>'d£ J09U», 
receiving gfaoe^'fitom- Mmj wrought /miradlesififi^fchiff 
]iame>*^ior tbe^good df mankind; aooordii^Kto/jtli^ 
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deyils^ so thatHtbos^'fiidm- whota th&y'vrem ejeaijeAs 
often tom^^lbl!^!^, ttfid^eimtinttl^dYtilil&Gliuvobs 
others had^W&^ki^i&fifl^getsSMtG^&e^ 
ftnd propli^^id[^^;;^^i§f : dthet^s healed tUe^sick by 
the impositSML^'bf 'hkndiS^i that even the^ deadr bid 
been raised^ 'iand^litedafte^rwards manjr years auiotig 
them: that k^Va&i i)^€Al«Lbte to x^kon tip^'all like 
mighty ^Gi^, "^^lAneh 'tlie CtamJh perfonaed tewety 
day, to the%^ttbfit^o^Mtu>ti8; neither deceiidngyiioif 
making a ^Ai'^'^Hy, bnt freely bestowing; what 
it had fireeh^ i^e^ived:^^ And as to the particmfaior 
vomtiei^riiisinffthedisad, he declares it ^^ to- have 
been freqnei^y'^rfcmned on necessary occaaioas; 
when by gr^li^'fast»ng^ and the joint supplication of 
the Chnich-of tbat'place^ the spirit of' the dead per^ 
son retomed'iiito him, and the man was gtYen back 
to the prayers of 1^^ saints/' And again, ^^we'hear 
many, says he, in the Church indued with prophetic 
gifts; speaking ^vA&i all kind of tongues; laying 
open the &d6te^-o( men for the public, good; and 
exponnding %M m;^s^ri68 of O&A. 

Theopkibi$'/ Bitiboi^ of Antioch, who lived in the 
same age wiHtt^R^amj s^eiAtkig^f 'the' tpU'kmdsedue^ 
ing 9piriis, '^lai^^tiilM^to inspire >the(> poets mti 
prophets of the^M^athet]! '^drld, iiays, f^H^KtmHh ^ 
this is mai^#tl;^->dh##n;''be(5ause'th^e^'wh«> are 
possessed by ^ll^l^ spil^tlsi, iuie'^iskStoiiifDnlett^ esotvsised 
even at this di^'b];titti9,^in tike^u^^ of^tbi^tyne/aod; 
when these se'duiSnr^^spitflt^ ^nlbss thems^hlds.toi be 
the same dsBiki^,I^h€l4ittd^b6fbt^4ri^>ir^d the hea- 
then poets. ^^ '^vt>ibJ ..i.— v; ,n • mmo.! i .. . < 
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Teriii^^tiH wh^ floriabed tow^Sr{tb§ end of the 
96Q0iftd>^aad/diQdiu tbe;bieg^i)tmng»^it}^{t cen- 
tury, .ebaU^ges . tha beatbm »ie^$|tr#tf^, ^^to call 
befose their 1 tribumte^ any- periQ^r^p^lf^ssed with a 
devil p w3A*i£ iJm eril ^fki^f wh^fV (^^Hq^fed by any 
Gbriafckil) whatsoever, did im(t;,QTfiitr}]iffi8flf to be a 
denril, afl itraly, asin other,'idai;Q^j;l|Q^^^ould falsely 
oaill him^Qlf. a God, not idmmgf Ukf^^ a lie to a 
dfaristiaa, that then Uney ja^b^nldiitf^^e )^ life of that 
Gfari^ian: iatid what is mamm^ni^fi^'^iA he, than 
thifr Qperalion^ what more poj^vmhq^ than this 
proof ?'^' In another place 'Hhe<^f4si<f^ s^er,'^ ^^says 
hc^ among us, indued wdth the ^gif^;(^^ revelations, 
vAich. she sufE^ps in the GSiiMAehi •dp^llgr'the time of 
divine servdce, by an eoataAy.inJl^iiipMfit: she con* 
verses with Angels, and simtetin^t siJ^o with the 
Li»d:. sees- and hears myflteflieA )^rmd> knows the 
hearts of some,, and preserjfbes 'fiaeiicines to those, 
wfaoi '^[iraaaft (them/^ . Hr.,r {.r •>(( 

\ JMinuoim^.FeMa;^ Yfhoiia i^ppo^ t^rhave written 
in-.theub^sgiimiAg ofttb^ tiwd o^ptmi(y, addressing 
himself to his heatlMAi&iepdi ;Ui^h^ {)i|dogae, called 
0(r^avittiryr^«iya I ''^^ the gv^eat^str fS^ of you know, 
whi^.eoiifessione'the ^w»m maJ^Q «^qi)^miiig them- 
selves$t)ai[(^tj|is tbt(P'ftrQex$i^^ribiyi{]|^ out of the 
bodksijsftiien, by/.th0,toftor^;i$fK>9^)]irprds, and the 
&xe^^\m«fMclu/tS0fumi}im^^^M^^^ <^d 

JMpiier^)2g^ii»fite»t)id ik^mi^^kw^ worship, 

oonstmioi^j by, the^:rpaMi, .wY^hjf^l^. feel, confess 
what ti)^jace[9 B^nm ^ie^.do.ritbQ^vtell us a lie, 
tho' it! bfetO' tbeirioif » i sbiH|a©i I <^p«iJ?w#y when some 
of your people are present,. Believe them therefore 
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lo be ABBttkonB, {rem their own testimony^ and true 
confesBion. For being adjured by the trse'aiiid;onely 
Gfodi tkey unwiUingly and wretohedlyi bctoray their 
Uneasiness in tbe bodies of men; and either'flyotvt 
instantly^ or vanish gradually^ in proportion as the 
fidth of the patient, or the grace of the agent lissists 
towards the cuare/^ 

Origen, who lived at the same time with iBuudug; 
tho' something younger, declares; ''that thete re* 
maiaed still among the Christians of his days, 'tlie 
manifeBtinilications of that Holy Spirit, which was 
seen in the shape of a dove. For they drive aw^r 
devils, says he ; perform many euros; foresee things 
to oome ; according to Ihe will of the divine word : 
and tbo^ CebuB and the Jew, who is introduced by 
him, will make a jest of what I am going to say, I 
will say it nevertheless; that many people, as it w&ee 
against their wills, have been brought over to Chrisk. 
taanity, by the Spirit giving a sudden turn to their 
minds, and offering visions to them either by day or 
by night-; so thftt instead of hating the word, they 
became zmdy even to lay down their lives for it. I 
hsove seen- many examples of this sort ; and diould I 
onely set down sodi of them as were transacted lA 
my presence^ I should expose myself to the loud 
laughter of the onbelievers^ 'who imagine that we, 
like the rest whom they suspect of forging such 
thingsyane imposing tour foi^^eries also upon >tiiem : 
but Ood' is my witness,* thatiny sole purpose is, to 
reoommond the religion of Jesus, not by^flctitions 
taJes, but by dear and evident ftets/^ 

In another place, he says; ''that miracles bogan 
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with the preaching of Jema^ wet e mBlti|died after 
his asoeiisioiB> and then again decreased ; bui Hiat^ 
even in his days, some remains of them continued 
with a few, whose souls were cleansed byihewofdj 
and a li& conformable to it/' Again; ''8ome;f^ 
says he, in proof of a miracoloos power received 
through faith in Christ, " heal the sick, by invoking 
the name of God over them, and of Jesut, with a 
recital of some story of his life* I myself have 
seen many so healed in diflbsult cases ; loss of senses^ 
madness, and innumerable other evils, which neither 
men nor devils could cure/' Again, speaking of 
devils ; *^ We are so far,'' says he, " from worship- 
ping them, that by prayers and the rehearsal of scyme 
passages of the sacred writ, we drive them before na, 
eut of men and places, and also out of beasts ; for 
they sometimes attempt to do misdiief also to these/' 
Then as to the m^hod of performing this mii^le, 
"It was not," he says, "by any curious, magical, 
or inchanting arts, but by prayer alone, and certain 
plain adjurations or exorcisms, which any simpie 
Christian might perform : lor even 4Sommaa and illi- 
terate laymen were generally the actors in this case/' 
In which no man was^more eminent than- (»ie of his 
own disciples, Oregon^ j called the Wonder-^wttrketj 
who oast out devils, not only by word of month, bat 
even by a message^ or mcmAxtary tetter to them ; as 
the ecclesiastieal writers have reoordicd of him. 

Cyprian, the scholar of TertuUian, ^who wrote 
abont the middle of the third century, speaking of 
prophetic visions, which was thepeouliar gifttof that 
age^ says^; " Besides the visions of the ni^ht, even 
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bpj[^, ,amqpg U3 are filled with the Holy Ghps^ and 
i^^ §lp .of ecst^y, see, hear, and speak thijigs, by 
nfjtiiph the liord thinks fit to instruct us/' And de^ 
sf^jjin^jgJl the various pranks of the devib, " They 
ii^^inui^e^ themselves/' says he, " into the bodies of 
men, raise terrors in the mind, distortions in the 
l|p[^b$^,,1^^ the constitution, and bring on dis- 
eases ^'-rryet adjured by us in the name of the true 
God^.tlji^ey presently yield, confess, and are forced to 
qi^it; the^ bodies which they possessed. You may see 
them, by our command, and the secret operation of 
thj3 djivi?ie power^ lashed with scourges, scorched 
^i[th $rej ^tortured by an increase of pains ; howling, 
^^(Qjinif^g, begging; confessing whence they came, 
aj^ whither they go, even in the hearing of their 
^Jf ^, .)f Q^shippers : and they either fly out immedi- 
d;ek:, or vanish gradually, according to the faith of 
t^ patient, or the grace of him who works the 
cmp^/' In another place, treating again on the same 
n^^clCji '/ It is performed,'' says he, " at this day, 
so that the devil is lashed and burned and tortured 
by tljie.<ei^9i;pists, with human words, but a divine 
5ppr ;f'^ wW he promises to go out, and to dis- 
i^ss tl^^jmeQ pf God, he often deceives, and by the 
Mg^ejie^cff obstinacy and fraud, does what Pharoah 
ha^<ic^n^,bef^ till he is oppressed by the salutary 
^^tei[ q^ bjiptism." 

f ji^QJ^tfs^ vrho is supposed to have published his 
book against the Gentiles^ in the year of Christ 303, 
t^l^s us^f'^'that Christ used to appear sonpuet^m^ in 
tjJ^LOse days to just and holy men, not in vain dreami^, 
b^;t|,in hjS|Pure ^d simple form : and that the men- 
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tibn of his name put the evil spirits to flight j^'Strtick 
their prophets dumb; deprived the South^ajers of 
the power of answering ; and j&rustrated the ^xkk "if 
arrogant Ma^cians ; not by the terror or hattf6d of 
his name, as the Heathens pretended, but'ftjr'^hfe 
efficacy of his superior power/' ' ' ^^ ' ' 

Lactantius, the disciple of Arnobius^ who tforished 
and wrote about the same time, spealdng of tho^e 
daemons or evil spirits, says ; ^'that being 'adVuredhy 
the Christians in the name of God, they i*etire oiit Of 
the bodies of men ; and being lashed by thek-' w6!rds 
as by scourges, confess themselves to be daemons ; 
and even tell their names; the same which are 
adored in the temples ; and this even itt the prieseiice 
of their worshippers ; yet casting no reproach oh 1^^- 
ligion, but on their own honor, because it is not' fn 
their power to lie either to God, in wiiose natne they 
are adjured, or to the just, by whose voice ^they are 
tortured : wherefore after many bowlings^ they fre- 
quently cry out that they are scourged and buttieii, 
and are going out instantly/' '' ' ^' 

These are the principal testimonies wMiAi^ssek 
the miraculous gifts of the Priini^ive (ShiirchJ^thitW^h 
the thrjBC first centuries: which 'miglil'1[)4^'i^;|iiol£fe^^ 
still by many more of the same ^ind^'S^na from^ffie'' 
same as well as difiFerent writers, if it wei'e n^Hei^a^. 
Bi^t these are sufficient for our purpbse/ diidf^the 
warmest admirers of those ages witl, hot' SCTUple, I 
dare say, to risk the fate of the caui^e' lipon'th'e 
merit of uieiu :'/ tat if these capnot copaniand^heHef, 
the creidit of iHe 'miracles in question miisif sint at 
once ; Isince Christian antiquity can funiiyh'^iio bthdr 
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evidi^nce in th^ir favor half so strong and authentic 
aStWa. 

I shall close this first article with a remattor two, 
irhich it seems naturally to suggest. It has ali«adjr 
been observed, that the silence of all the Apostolic 
writers on the subject of these gifks, must dispose us 
to condude that in those days they were actually 
withdrawn. And if this conclusion be thought to 
have any weight in it, then surely the pretended re- 
vival of them, after a cessation of forty or fifty years, 
and the confident attestation of them made by aH 
the suoccding Fathers, cannot fail of infasing a suspi- 
cion* o£ some fiction in the case. For if they did really 
cease ft>r so long an interval, and at a time when the 
Christian cause seemed to want them the most, a« 
being then deprived of it's first and ablest cham- 
pions, — 'the Apostles ; we cannot conceive any reason 
why they should afterwards be revived, when the 
Church, without any such help, had been gathering 
more^ and more strength all that while, by its own 
natural force. But it is remarkable, that as the 
6huyefa ^continued to increase in power and credit, so 
it^n miraculous gifts are said to have increased als6 
in the same proportion : fi)r tho^ by an increase of 
power it certaiiUy stood less in need of true miracles, 
ydt hy <tbe same power it became more able tore- 
ward, and in(»fe like therefore to excite false preten- 
siotis.tO'thenQ^. 

^ AgHin, the diffbreiioe which every one may per- 
aeive between the miracolous gifts of the Apostolic 
days, and these of the following ages, not onely in 
the naVQveyibut io the manner also of exerting them. 
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vnH greatly confirm tlie siupicioii just intimated* 
The Apostles wrought their miracles on special ooca* 
sions^ when they felt themselves prompted to it by a 
divine impulse ; bat at other times were destitute of 
that power ; as it is evident firom many facts and in« 
stances recorded in the New Testament. AgreeaUy 
to which^ tho' they i^peal sometimes^ in confirma-* 
tion of their mission^ to the miraculous works which 
their Master had inabled them to perform ; yet w0 
never find them calling out upon the magistrates 
and people to c<Hne and see the mighty wonders 
whi^ they were ready to exhibit before their eyes> 
pn all occasions^ at any warnings and in all places^ 
whenever they thought fit. Whereas this confident 
and ostentatious manner of prodaming their estra<^ 
ordinary powers, carries with it an air of quackery 
and imposture, as it was practised by the primitive 
wonder-*workers ; who, in the affair especially of cfult? 
ing out devils, challenge aU the wcHrld to come and 
see with what a superiority of power they could 
chastise and drive those evil spirits out of the bodies 
of men, when no other Cotyurors^ /ncAonlerv, ot 
EwondatSy either among the Jews or the Grentiles> 
had been able to qect them. 

II. Under this head, I shall briefly lay befove the 
reader all such notices as I have be^i able to draw 
from any of the primitive writers, concerning tiae 
persons who were indued with these entraardisDary 
gifibs, and wrought the several miracles to wliioh they 
appeal. 

Now whenever we think or speak with reverende 
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of »tii6ftfe-l)i4toStive times, it is witfif regard always to 
these very Fathers, whose testimonies I have b^en 
mUtctAikg* who have left behind them, in tl^ir 
writkig^ fihe gennin specimens of their sanctity arid 
ablKtfeilt^ VUerable suinfs, and emihevd: ttghis of the 
bm^m^pAf^ affes, asf Dr. WaterUmd calhfhhn, aid 
(fft^f^/^iiifindQiJdmentSy ordinary and exiraoriinahf"^ 
Atid th^^ctffe indeed the chief persons arid chafaii 
pi^na of^ihe Ghristian cause in those days; the PafeJ 
ton^i ^Bi^opi, MA. Martyrs of the Primitive €hnrfeh. 
Yet'-nofle -bf thfese Venerable Saints have any wh^r^ 
affif m^, tlmt ' either they themselves, or thte Apds^ 
tolic^Pa^rs before them, were indued with any 
pdrer-o^ i^^^king miracles, but declare only in ge- 
merid, ^^^hat such powers were actually subsisting in 
their ^ d&yr> and openly exerted in the Churdh/ that 
1^;^"'l!»d often seen the wonderftd effects of them; 
ahd'that every body else might see the same wheni-' 
eve^'thej^ pleased/' But as to the persons who 
wrought them, they leave us strangely in the dark; 
for%8tea9 ^specifying their names, conditions, - or 
ohafacterti, their general stile is, ^* such and such 
w6t'fe*iire done among us, or by us; by our people; ; 
by k ffeV^^ by many ; by our Exorcists ; by ignorant 
laym^ri, Hvomen, boys, and any simple Christiarit 
"^^haf soiver':^' but in the particular case of cagRng out 
dfettffo*,' VHffeH fexpressly says, that it 'was perfbrmed 
ffif^Ml^iplaifmen. Agreeably to whith Mr. IVMston 
d^itre^, '*tbat thifr dft, which he ranks amongst the' 
girettlest^f^mirad^s, ' was wholly tppiropriated by otir 
SttVfeui^^tt) th^' rii'eaner sdrt of Christians; with & 
exoftwl^hxeven ctf the clergy ; so that, aftef the days 
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o£ the Apostles,. niQiie of the sacred order ^xer prer 
teitided to it/* . . ,.1 

^Ut of what .conditiQH soever the actors weves it' i» 
certain that in the p^ormance of their xmraelea 
they were always charged with fraud and imposture 
by their. adTcr^aries. iMcian tdla i4Sj that ^mbmeiaeit 
cmy crafty Juggler, expert in Us trade, anxit^.knek^ 
how tQ make a right tae qf thiing^j weatcmcsto the 
Christians, he was sure to grow rich immediaielj^, ^ 
mafmg a prey cf their simplicity. ' Aud Celsi^: repiie- 
s^ts all the Christian, wonder-workers as.mer« y-aga^ 
bomds and common cheats^ "w|io rambled sibout to 
play their tricks at fairs and markets ; not- in the 
circles of the wiser and better sort^ for among ai^h 
they ];ieyer ventured to i^pear ; but wherever they 
obeyed a set of raw young fellows, slaves, or focdsy 
thpre they took care to intrude themsdves and tO' 
di^pligr aU their arts/^ Qedlius also calls thi^n.a 
lurking, nation; shtmning the light; mute in, public p 
prating in corners, » « • 

, The, ?amQ. charge was constantly uvged^ag^^nst. 
them by all the other enemies of the Christian> 
Fi^th, Julian, Porphyry, &c. ; of whom Dr, Watexi 
land .hpw.evpr has taken occasion to declare, tfyaf^ they^ 
had some^ regard to truth in what they said, and^ tQ 
puUiQ rej^orf, and to their own chaicaQfers^ ,.3ut..a9 
tjhis seems to have been an hasty and inooai^de.irate 
concession, made to serve a particular. p^iivtAwhiph 
bp w:aa then urgipg, th^t the^ ar^fipit i^dels^ ,mr0 
b^tier men^ than the. moderns, m I akaU . layv.po^sH^sa, 
upqii it, bj^t. obser^ pn^ly . on the whplf , ttat feou^ 
thpsj^ .^^rt hints and chai:^cterfl of th9.pi;imM:iye 
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wtJtideivw6iffc«rs, as given by both Mends and eiie- 
rtiiBsi it& may fairly conclude, that the celebrated 
gfflfe of #t6se ages were generally engrossed and ex- 
ezt^s^ by private Christians, chiefly of the layety ; 
Mte lised to travel about from city to city, to assist 
the ordinary Pastors of the Church and Preachers: 
of ^the Gospel in the conversion of the Pagans, by 
the extraorditiary gifts with which they were sup- 
posed- to 'be iridued by the Spirit of God, aitd the 
nkii^aetilous wdrks which they pretended to perform. 

'And here again we see a dispensation of things 
ascribed to God, quite difPerent from that which we 
meet ^ with in the New Testament. For in those 
days the power of working miracles was committed 
to titonB l)Ut the Apostles, and to a few of the most 
ettiWent of the other disciples, who were particularly 
o^tnijssioned to propagate the Gospel, and preside 
in' the Chtirch of Christ. But upon the pretended 
rei^al of the same powers in the following ages, we 
find ' the adminii^tration of them committed, not to 
thos^ who were instructed with the government oi , 
theChtirbhi' not to the successors of the Apostles, 
tO'the Hshops, the Martyrs, or the principal cham- 
picrtiS'Of Ifce Christian cause; but to boys, to toomen, 
and' afbdVe sSiy to private and obscure laymen; not 
onely of an inferior, but sometimes also of A bad 
cMmtt^i But if those venerable Saihts and M^- 
tyrs wc^e not indued with them when living, they 
had amends made to them when dead, if we can 
believe the reports of their successors, by a provision 
of 'them 't^n their bones and reliques : which suggeiits 
a fiu^eip^ti^e i/L siispeeting the^ ^th and jtiK^ment 
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of those early ages. For how can we thvqk itfCrf^dii 
ble^ that God should withhold his distinguishing, 
favors from his faithful servants when living, itojich 
stow them on their rotten bones ? or employ l|is^e?<^ 
traordinary. power to no other mie, but to p^rpe^uate 
a manifest imposture in Ins Church? since itiis to 
those ancient tales, so gravely attested^ of miradea 
wrought by the bones of Saints and Martyrs^ that 
the Church of Bfime owes all that trade, which she 
still draws from the same fund and treasure of. her 
wonder-working reliques : and if we can believe such 
stories, as they are delivered to us by the primitive 
writers, we cannot condemn a practice which is em» 
dently grounded upon them. 

These things, I say, are so strange, as to give jiji^t 
reason to suspect, that there was some original fraud 
in the case; and that those strolling wonder-workerSt 
by a dexterity of juggUng, wHch art, not Um^A. 
had taught them, imposed upon the credulity of the 
pious Fathers, whose strong prqudices and aBdei^« 
zeal for the interest of Christianity, wquld dispps^e 
them to embrace, without examination, if^tit^ver 
seemed to promote so good a cause. That 1«his,Tva3 
really.the case in some instances, is.cer^aiA imdiPKit*. 
toriou§;.and that it was so in all, will appeur- stm 
more probable when we have considered, in the ne^t 
place^ the pfurticular characters of the several Fftth^i9 
on whose testimony the credit of- those, wo^kd^i^l 
narratiyyea depends. . ... h^ i 

t -. rf . 

■ ^ r ' ' I . « . U 

III. Thp, aij^h(9:ity o£ a, writer who affipa^i^ ^^ny 
qu^estiozMtble fipict^ must depend on the^^ijuQU^^tPf 
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his veracity and of his judgement. As far as we are 
assured of the one, so far are we assured that he 
does not willingly deceive us; and from our good 
opinion of the other, we persuade ourselves that he 
was not deceived himself: but in proportion as there 
is reason to doubt of either, there will always be 
reason to doubt of the truth of what he delivers! 
Nay, iu many cases, the want of judgement alone 
has all the same effect as the want of veracity too, 
towards invalidating the testimony of a witness : es- 
pecially in cases of an extraordinary or miraculous 
nature, where the weakness of men is the most liable 
to be imposed upon ; and the more so, as it happens 
to be joined to the greater piety and simplicity of 
manners. Since this then is the sole rule of deter- 
mining the measure of credit, which is due to a wit- 
ness of any strange and qusestionable facts, I shall 
apply it to the case before us, and examine what 
proofs of a sound judgement and strict veracity are 
to be found in the writings of those Fathers, who 
attest the miraculous stories which we are now con- 
sidering. 

As to the Apostolic Fathers of whom I have 
spoken ^bove, since they have contributed but little 
towards the illustration of the present quaestion, and 
bear no direct testimony in it, or none at least but 
what confirms the point which I am defending, there 
is no reason to enter into the consideration of their 
particular characters. Their works, as I have said, 
are translated into English, so that everjr <»ie may 
judge of them for himself. They appear to have 
been men of great piety, int^rity, and simplicity ; 
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anS'tKdt Js all, I think, which we need to declare of 
4he^'bii this occasion. 

"^rJniftin Martyr comes next, whose getiiu^ will "best 
4>e'iUu8trated by some specimens of it, extracted 
ttbm his writings. We have seen abote, thjtt imtong 
the Wdowmelnts conferred in an exttaordinary inan- 
^ner on the primitive Christians, the gift of erpound- 
hiff the Holy Scriptures, or the mysteries 6f 'tSodi' ^s 
rieckcriied one : and this, as Jtistin fi^equently aflSSrtns, 
was' granted by the special grace of God io himself 
' Let ns inquire then what use he made of this divine 
gift : and if ever he was really inlightened bj^ it, we 
slight surely expect to find the effects of it there, 
where' he is discoursing on the mystery of the dross ; 
whSch'he declares'to be the greatest syimbolofpo^r 
and dominion, and explanes in the following manner. 
^^Cctoistier,"' says he, " all the things in th6 world, 
whet3i«' they could be administered, or liave ahy 
tommunlcation with each other, without this fdrm 
6f the Cross. The sea could not be passed, unless 
tWif ttophy called the sail were preserved ill the 
ship: the earth could not be tilled withovrt it/'fer 
ildtUer diggers nor artificers could do their^^ora but 
"by fiiirtrtttttfents of this shape. The folrm^ijfnlan 
dflfei^ in nothing else from other animals, btit'M' the 
* t^eblSdh of his body, and the extension oif hi^ krihs, 
kttd file projection of his nose from the* forehead, 
tlufough which' respiration is made,' and ^hich shews 
ttMMn^^ eistf but the figure of the cJross : in which 
s^bs^ IflsdCitiis spoken of by tie prophet; Christ the 
m-dis '»&»iath^btfore(mr'fiicl'^ 'TTp'on^ttis pas- 
age MK^lei^ pious tmd learned 'Bri'G^rfSi ihaWes 

B 
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the following remark, which I would recommend to 
all the zealous admirers of these venerabk saints and 
purest ages : " that the holy Martyr must not be rashly 
bhmed^for an interpretation so forced and far fetched;' 
because it was the prevailing custom of that age to im- 
port into the sacred text senses which did not belong to 

Again: "Hear/^ sajrs Justin, "how Christ, after 
he was crucified, fulfilled the symbol of the tree of 
life in Paradise, and of all the other things which 
were to happen afterwards to the righteous. For 
Moses was sent with a rod to redeem his people: 
with this rod he divided the sea; brought water out 
of the rock ; and with a piece of wood made the 
bitter water sweet. Jacob also with sticks made his 
uncle Labaiis sheep bring forth such lambs as were 
to be his own gain, &c.^' And so he goes on, in this 
way of allusion, to apply all the sticks and pieces of 
wood in the Old Testament to the Cross of Christ^ 
and pursuing the same argument in another place, 
where he is describing the fight of the Israelites with 
Amalek, he says, " that when the son of Nun, called 
Jesus, led the people on to battel, Moses employed 
himself in prayer, with his hands stretched out in 
the form of a cross ; that as long as he continued in 
that posture, Amalek was beaten ; but when he re^ 
mitted any thing of it, his own people suffered : and 
that all this was owing to the power of the cross : 
for the people did not conquer because Moses prayed, 
but because while the name of Jeszu was at the head 
of the battel, Moses was exhibiting the figure of the 
Cross.^^ It would be endless to run through all the 
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iaterpretations of the same kind which are to be 
fovmd in this Eather^ since his works are but little 
else than a wretched collection of them ; the pure 
flights of an enthusiastic fancy and heated brain^ 
which no man in his sober senses could mistake for 
divine revelations. Tet as absurd as they now ap- 
pear to be, this pious Father insists that they were 
all suggested to him from Heaven, and appeals to 
the Jeu>8 themselves, against whom he was applying 
them, whether they thought it possible for him, to 
acquire so perfect a knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, 
if he had not received from the author of them, the 
grace or gift to understand them. What credit then 
can be due to this Father, in the report of other 
peofde's gifts and inspirations, who was so grossly 
deceived himself, or willing at least to deceive others, 
in this confident attestation of his own ? Dr. Cave 
tells us, that Justin was wholly ignorant of the Hebrew 
tongue, which was the cause of his childish blunders 
whenever he meddled with it. " Every one,^^ says 
he^ ^^who has dipped but ever so little into that 
tongue, knows, that Satan in the Hebrew signifies 
an adversary : but see the ridiculous interpretation 
of Justin. He is called Satanas, says the Martyr ; 
a name compounded agreeably to his nature, of 
Sata^ which signifies an Apostate, and Nas, a ser- 
pent,^^ &c. But for a farther illustration of his 
character, I shall give an instance or two of the 
doctrines, which he teaches as orthodox and Apos- 
tolical, as well as of the facts, which he asserts as 
certain and unqsestionable. 
He declares, that all the Christians, who were in 
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all points orthodox^ embraced and believed the doc- 
trine of the millennium : " that all the Saints should 
be raised in the flesh, and reign with Christ in Jem- 
salem, enlarged and beautified in a wonderful man- 
ner for their reception, in the enjoyment of all 
sensual pleasures, for a thousand years before the 
general resurrection/^ Which doctrine he deduces 
from the testimony of the Prophets and of St. John 
the Apostle, and was followed in it by the Fathers of 
the second and third centuries: yet the doctrine 
itself was afterwards exploded, as it well deserved, 
not onely as absurd and monstrous, but as impious 
and heretical. St. Jerom treats it as a mere fable, 
or dream of the Jews, and Judaizing Christiana^ Tet 
from the authority of those Fathers who asserted it, 
and the credit which it had obtained with the gene- 
rality of Christians, he foresaw, as he tells us, what 
a furious storm he should raise against himself by that 
freedom. The sure fate of all those, who in any age 
of the Church, from the earliest times down to the 
present, have had the virtue and courage to attack 
any popular error, or reigning superstition. 
. He asserts another doctrine full as monstrous; 
" that God having created the world, committed the 
care of it to Angels, who transgressing their duty, 
fell in love with women, and begot children on them, 
whom we call Daemons ; who subdued mankind to 
their power, partly by magical writings, partly by 
terrors, and punishments, and partly by the insti- 
tution of sacrifices, fumes, and libations, of which 
they began presently to stand in need, after they 
had enslaved themselves to their lusts and pas- 
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sions/' &c. And in another place^ ^'the truth/' 
says he, " shall come out ; that evil Daemons of old 
debauched women and corrupted boys, and spread 
teiaK)rs among men, who did not examine things by 
reason, but seized with fear, and not knowing that 
these Daemons were evil spirits, called them Grods, 
and gave every one that name, which they had each 
taken to themselves. But when Socrates by true 
reason endeavoured to expose their practices, and 
draw men away from their worship, they, by the 
help of wicked men, took care to get him put to 
death, as an Atheist and impious person/' 

He professes likewise the highest regard for cer- 
tain spurious books, which were published under the 
names of the Sibyl and Hystaspis ; which he treats 
with the same reverence as the Prophetic Scriptures ; 
appeals to them as divine, and says, that '^ by the 
contrivance of Damons, it was made a capital crime 
to read them, in order to deter men from coming at 
the knowledge of what was good, and keep them 
still in subjection to themselves; which yet, adds 
he, they were not able to effect ;' for we not onely 
read them freely without fear, but offer them also, 
as you see, to your perusal, knowing that they will 
be found acceptable to all/' And it is certain, that 
from this example and authority of Justin, these 
silly writings were held in the highest veneration by 
the Fathers and rulers of the Church, thro' all sue- 
ceding ages. 

Clemens qf Alexandria supposes them to have been 
inspired by God, in the same manner as the Prophets 
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of the Old Testament; which he confirms by the 
authority both of St. Peter and of St. Paul, whom 
he cites as appealing to them for a prediction of the 
life and character of Jesus, "For as God/' says 
Clemens, " out of his desire to save the Jews, gave 
them Prophets^ so raising up Prophets also to the 
Greeks, from their own nation and language^ as £Bur 
as they were capable of receiving that good* gift of 
God^ he separated them from the vulgar^ as not 
onely the Preaching of Peter, but the Apostle Paul 
also declares ; speaking thus^ take the Greek books , 
irUo ytmr hands, and look into the Sibyl, how clearly 
she speaks of one God, and of the things to come ; 
then take Hystaspes also and read, and you will find 
the Son qf God much 'more clearly and evidently 
described; and that m>any Kings shall employ aU their 
forces against Christ, ofui of their hatred to him, and 
to all who bear his name" 

The heathens on the other hand charged the Chris- 
tians with the forgery of these books, and gave the 
title of Sibyllists, by way of contempt to those who 
held them to be divine : which charge the Fathers 
constantly denied and treated as a pure calumny. 
Yet all the Critics of these days allow the fact to be 
true, and consider it as one of the pious frauds of 
those primitive ages. Th&fe is no man, says Dr. Cave, 
who does not see that they were forged for the advance^ 
ment of the Christian faith. Some impute the fraud 
to Hermas ; some to Papias ; and others to Justin 
himself Mr. Bhndel and Mr. Dodwell charge it 
upon the Heretics, called Monfanists; but by a 
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gross mistake^ as Dr. Cave observes, since Motdamis 
was not in being till forty years after the Sibylline 
books were known to the world. 

Justin afiSrms also that silly story concerning the 
Septuagini version of the Old Testament. ^'That it 
was made by seventy elders sent for that purpose 
from Jerusalem to ^gypt^ at the request of King 
Ptolemy; whom that King shut up in as many 
separate cells, and obliged them each to translate 
the whole Bible apart, and without any communica- 
tion with each other : yet all their several transla- 
tions were found to agree verbatim from the begin- 
ning to the end, and by that means were demon- 
strated to be of divine inspiration.^' And to raise 
the greater attention to his story, he introduces it 
by declaring, ''that he is not telling us a fable or 
forged tale, but that he himself had seen at Alexan-^ 
dria the remains of those very cells in which the 
translators had been shut up.'' But repeating the 
same story in his Apology, he makes an imhappy 
blunder, by saying, that King Ptolemjr's message^ 
to beg the assistance of those seventy translators^ was 
sent to Herod, King of Jerusalem ; whereas Herod 
happened to live about three hundred years later 
than Ptolemy. Dr. Grcdie endeavours to excuse 
Justin by the help of a forced criticism, which the 
ingenious editor of Justin* s Apology with good reason 
derides ; since this pious Father was certainly guilty 
here of that weakness against which St. Paul warned 
both Timothy and Titus, of giving too much heed to 
profane^ Jewish, and old womeris fables, and fiir- 
nishes a pregnant instance how easily his prejudices 
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might impose upon him in all other cases of the 
like nature* 

To these specimens of his want of judgement, I 
might add several more, from his frequent use of 
fabulous and apochrypfial books, forged by the first 
Christians under the names of the Apostles^ and 
likewise from his false and negligent manner of 
Quoting the genuin Scriptures. Dr. Grabe has col- 
lected several instances of the 'first sort, and his 
learned editor finds frequent occasion to animadvert 
upon the second. 

It will be said perhaps that these instances shew 
indeed a weakness of judgement, yet do not impeach 
the veracity of Justin as a witness of fact. With 
regard to which, we must caU to mind what is hinted 
above, that the want of judgement alone may, in 
some cases, disqualify a man as effectually from 
being a good witness as if he wanted veracity too. 
For example, Justin expressly affirms, that he had 
seen the cells, in which the seventy were shut up to the 
task of translating the Bible. Now it is certain that 
there never were any such cejls, nor any such trans- 
lators; and the best excuse which can be made for 
him is, that he was imposed upon by some Jews or 
dhistians of Alexandria, who might shew him some 
old ruins under the name of cells, which his pre- 
possession in favor of the story, owing to his natural 
credulity and want of judgement, made him take to 
be really such. 

Again, in his Apology, addressed to the Emperor 
and Senate of Rome, he charges them with paying 
divine honors to the Heretic and Impostor, Simon, 
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of Samaria, commonly called the Magician ; and for 
the truth of his charge^ appeals to a Statue^ then 
subsisting in Rome, and publicly dedicated to that 
Simon in the Island of the Tiber, with this Inscrip- 
tion, SIMONI DEO SANCTO, But it is manifest 
beyond all reasonable doubt, as some learned men 
have shewn, that Justin was led here into a gross 
blunder by his usual want of judgement and know- 
ledge of Roman affiedrs, and his pre-conceived belief 
of certain fabulous stories which passed current about 
this Simon among the first Christians ; for the Statue 
and Inscription, to which he appeals, were not dedi- 
cated to his Countryman, Simon Magus, of whose 
Deification there is not the least hint in any Roman 
writer, but to a Sabine Deity, of ancient worship in 
Rom^, and of similar name, SEMONI SANCO, 
frequently mentioned by the old Writers; as the 
Inscription itself, dug up, about two centuries ago, 
from the ruins of that very place, or little Island, 
which Justin describes, has clearly demonstrated. 

Now should we allow these cases to be clear of 
any fraud or design to deceive, yet they yield so bad 
a sample of his understanding, as to render his tes- 
timony of very little weight in any other relation 
whatsoever. For if he was deceived in such plain 
and obvious facts, where a common discernment and 
moderate knowledge of history would have enabled 
him to have discovered the truth, how much the 
more easily would he be caught by a confederacy of 
subtle and crafty impostors, employing all their arts 
to amaze and dazzle the senses of the credulous^ and 
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to pat off their surprizing tricks for the miraculous 
effects of a divine power ? 

I cannot dismiss this Father without taking notice 
of an accusation which he frequently brings against 
the Jews, that they had eaipunged many passages out 
of the Greek Bibksy in which the character and strf" 
ferings of Jesus were clearly described: which charge 
all the learned of these later ages have found to be 
wholly groundless. Let us see then how he supports 
it. " They have erased/' says he, " out of the book 
of Esdras the following words : Esdras said to the 
people, this passover is our Saviour, and our refuge ; 
and if you will but persuade yourselves, and be con- 
vinced in your hearts, that we are to humble him in 
a sign or figure, and afterwards to put our trust in 
him, this place shall not be made desolate to all 
ages, says the Lord of Hosts. But if you do not 
believe on him, nor attend to his preaching, you 
shall be as dirt to the nations/' The editor of Justin 
remarks here, that this passage is not to be found in 
any copies either of the Apochryphal or Canonical 
Esdras; nor in any other Christian writer, but Lac- 
tantius ; and instead of being expunged by the Jews, 
appears to have been Jbrged by the Christians : where 
he refers us to the censure of an able critic and pro- 
testant divine, John Croius, who charges the forgery 
on Justin himself, in the following words : " To pro- 
pose what I think, freely and candidly, and what all 
honest and religious judges of these matters will 
allow to be true ; I take this to have been a pious 
finnid of Justin, in which Lactantius followed him ; 
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iielio forged and published this passage for the con- 
firmation of the Christian doctrine, as well as the 
greatest part of the SibyUine Oracks, and the sen- 
tences of Mercuirius" 

Again ; Justin affirms, that in the 90th Psalm it 
was said, tell the nations^ that the Lord reigned from 
the tree : and that the Jews had erased the words, 
from the tree. But as there is no footstep of these 
words, either in the Vulgate or any of the Greek or 
Hebrew copies, it is manifest, says the editor, that 
they were not expmged by the Jews, biU added by tJie 
Christians. Lastly, he charges them with expunging 
a passage of Jeremiah, which yet he owns to be re- 
tained in some copies of their synagogues : as it ac- 
tually is in all copies, both Greek and Hebrew, to 
this day« Upon which the editor says, that he ab^ 
solves ihe Jews again from all fravd, but cannot ab- 
solve Justin from the utmost negligence and rashness. 
So unlucky and injudicious was this Father in his 
charge of these frauds on the Jews, as to give an oc- 
cai&on onely for fixing them after all upon the 
Christians, and, in the opinion of some, even upofi> 
himself. 

The learned aad ingenious editor of his Apologies 
and Dialogues, who shews an inclination to defend 
him on all occasions where he is defensible, and on 
some even where he is not, yet is often forced to 
break out into a kind of astonishment at his igno- 
rance, negligence, rashness, credulity, so gross in 
many instances, as to baffle all the art of criticism, 
nor to admit any certain rule of collecting his real 
sense. Yet there are some still, says he, tvfio extoll 
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him, not oneh/ as a most learned^ but a most eloquent 
writer. 

IrenauSj whose character and doctrines come next 
to be considered, was, of all the fathers whose works 
still remain to ns, the most diligent collector and as- 
sertor of Apostolic traditions. And in truth, as far 
as his judgement and veracity may be relied upon, 
he seems to have been well qualified for that charac- 
ter; being acquainted, as he tells us, with severd 
who had conversed familiarly with the Apostles, and 
curious also to inform himself of all the particular 
doctrines which they had ever taught by word of 
mouth. " He lived,'^ says Mr. Dodwell, ^' so near to 
the times of the Apostles, as to be able to transmit 
their doctrines to posterity with certainty and fide- 
lity, as they were delivered to him by oral tradition 
&om their immediate successors and disciples/' Yet 
Photius, one of the ablest critics of his own or any 
other age of the Church, has intimated a different 
character of him in the following short censure upon 
his writings ; in which, lie thought it necessary, he 
«ays, to advertise the reader y that in some of them the 
purity of truth, with respect to ecclesiastical doctrines, 
is' adidterated by his false and spurious reasonings. 
But the following instances of the doctrines which 
he deMvers as orthodox and Apostolic, will be the 
surest nde of determining his real character, as wdl 
as the proper degree of credit which may be due to 
his testimony. 

He affirms then, that our Saviour Uved to an old 
affe, or was^y years old at the least, at the time of 
his crucifixion; which he attempts to -prove, Srfst, 
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from the reason of the thing; ^'that as Christ came 
to save all men^ of all ranks and degrees^ so it was 
necessary that he should pass through all the several 
stages of life^ that he might be a pattern to them 
all : secondly^ from the unanimous tradition and po« 
sitive testimony of all the old men^ who had lived 
with St. John and the other Apostles, from whom, 
he says, they all received this account, and con- 
stantly bore. witness to the truth of: it/' Yet this 
nnanimtms tradition^ so solemnly vouched by this ve- 
nerable Father, is as certainly ftdse as the Gospels 
are true. Dr. Whitby, after he has produced this 
same passage, cries out as it were with astonishment^ 
'^Behold here, according to Irenaus, how all the 
Elders of Asia testify with one voice, that they had 
received from St. John and the other Apostles a 
tradition concerning a fact manifestly false I behold 
an apostolic man, professing to prove from St. JoW^ 
Gotpely things not onely contradictory to that Gos* 
pel, but to the articles of our Creed V^ &c. , Tjie 
learned Cave also, in his Life of Irenam, tells n9, 
" that he was betrayed into this error, — partly trem 
a mistaken report which he had somewhei^ picked 
up, (and it may be from his master, Paj9Mr«^),^and 
partly out of opposition to his adversaries^ wbp 
maintained that our Saviour staid no longer upon 
earth than till the thirty«first year of his ager^ 
against whom the eagerness of disputation tempted 
him to make good his assertion from aury plausibte 
pretence,^' &c. 

He asserts likewise the doctrine of tike Milknkmi 
in the. grossest sense of it, from the sameauthorityr 
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of a tradition, handed down to him by all the old 
men who had conversed with St. Jokriy and heard 
him relate what our Samour himself used to teach con* 
ceming it : of which he has recorded the following 
passage; ''The days will come, in which there shall 
grow vineyards, having each 10,000 vine stocks ; and 
each stock, 10,000 branches; each branch, 10,000 
shoots; each shoot, 10,000 bunches; each bunch, 
10,000 grapes ; and each grape squeesied shall yield 
twenty-five measures of wine ; and when any of the 
saints shall go to pluck a bunch, another bunch will 
cry out, I am a better, take me, and bless the Lord 
through me. In like manner a grain of wheat sown 
shall bear 10,000 stalks; each stalk 10,000 grains; 
and each grain 10,000 pounds of the finest flour; 
and so all other fruits, seeds, and herbs in the same 
proportion, &c. These words, says he, PapiaSf a 
disciple of St. John, and companion of Polycarp, an 
ancient man, testifies in writing in his fourth book, 
and adds, that they are credible to those who be- 
lieve.^' The pious and cautious Dr. Orabe remarks 
on this occasion, " that what Irerusus says here about 
the stalks of grain, will be thought an argument of 
straw by those to whom such things appear incredi- 
ble : but, that we ought not however either to deny 
or afBbrm any thing rashly/' But Eusebius gives a 
a frank and dear solution of the matter, by inform- 
ing us, that Pajnas was a weak many of a very shetUow 
understanding, as it appeared from fus writings, and 
by mistaking the meaning of the Apostles, imposed 
these silly traditions on Irenssus, and the greatest part 
of the ecclesiastical writers, who reflecting on the age 
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of the man, and hia near approach to the Apostles, 
were dratm by him into the same opinions. 

Irenaus affirms also^ on the same authority of tra- 
dition^ delivered to him by those who had received 
it from the Apostles, that Enoch and Elias were 
translated into that very Paradise from which Adam 
was euBpeUedy to remain there till the consummation 
of all things : and that it was the same place into 
which St. Paid also was caught up. This is af- 
firmed likewise by all the later Fathers, both Greek 
and Latin ; induced to it, we may imagine, by the pre- 
tence of an ApostoKcal tradition : which yet, from the 
absurdity of it, must necessarily be as false as the 
rest above mentioned. Feverdantius, the learned 
editor of Irenaus, remarks upon this place ; that tho' 
St. Austin does not allow this opinion to be a point of 
faithy yet since Irenseus and all the primitive Fathers 
declare it to have been the doctrine of the Apostles, he 
cannot think it safe to believe otherwise. And we 
must needs own him to be in the right, if, according 
to the principles of the Church of Rome, we can 
think the positive testimony of Iremsus, or the con- 
current authority of all the Fathers, of weight 
enough to bear down the common sense and reason 
of miankind. 

He asserts likewise very strongly, the fabulous 
story of the Septuagint version, with all the parti- 
culars already recited, of it^s miraculotiB birth, and 
the separate cells, &c. To which he has added ano- 
ther, no less romantic,* that the sacred Scriptures 
were utterly destroyed in the Babylonish captivity, but 
restored again, after seventy years, by Esdras, iH- 
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spired by God for that purpose. And tho^ in this also 
he was followed by all the principal Fathers of the 
sueceding centuries^ yet as Dr. Prideattx and other 
learned men have remarked, there is no better 
foundation for it than that fabulous relation in the 
fourteenth chapter of the second Apochryphal book of 
Esdras ; a book too absurd even for the Romanists 
themselves to admit into their canon : and notwith- 
standing the authority of Iremeus, and of all the 
other Fathers who assert the same opinion, Mr. 
Tillemont declares it to be very dangerous to religion, 
and tending extremely to weaken the authority of the 
Scriptures, He intimates also more than once his 
belief of angels mixing ivith the daughters of men : 
where his editor takes notice that all the early Fa- 
thers were drawn into the same error, bv the autho- 
rity of the Apochryphal book of Enoch, cited by St. 
Jude. Yet as monstrous as this error was, it main- 
tained its ground, as Dr. Whitby assures us, through 
the four first centuries ; tho' St. Chrysostom treats it 
as absurd and blasphemous, and all who espoused it as 
mad; and Theodoret calls them infatuated and very 
stupid. 

From some of the doctrines above mentioned, and 
particularly that of the Millenium, Mr. Chillingworth 
has proved against the Romanists, that the Catholic 
Church, even in the earliest ages, and within thirty 
or forty years after the Apostles, was not infallible in 
matters of faith : since all those absurdities were 
taught by the Fathers of those ages, not as their 
private opinions onely, but as doctrines of the Uni- 
versal Church, derived immediately from the Apos- 
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HeSj and held so necessary^ that those who held the 
contrary were hardly considered as real Christians : 
to which he adds the following remark; that if 
Papias, who first committed them to writing, could 
either by his own error, or a desire to deceive, cozen 
the Fathers of the purest age in this, why not also in 
oilier things ? Why not in twenty, as well as one ? 
And why might not tioenty others doit as well as he? 

As to Irenaus's manner of expounding the Scrip- 
tures, it is much the same with that of Justin, or 
rather, according to Dr. Grabe, with that of the age 
in which he lived : following no rule of criticism, nor 
giving any attention to the proper signification of 
words ; but indulging a wild and enthusiastic fancy, 
in the invention of typical senses and forced allu- 
sions, utterly trifling and contemptible : which those, 
who read the Fathers, must always bear in mind, as a 
learned critic observes, or they tviU be drawn into 
great and frequent errors. 

Treating of the distinction of animals into clean 
and unclean, he says, " The law foretold these things 
figuratively, by animals denoting men. Those who 
divide the hoof and chew the cud, it pronounces 
clean; those who do neither, unclean. Who then 
are clean ? Those who believe in the Father and 
the Son. This is their firmness, or double hoof; 
and to meditate day and night on the laws of God, 
so as to be adorned with good works, is to chew the 
cud. But the unclean neither divide the hoof nor 
chew the cud ; that is, neither have faith in God, 
nor meditate on his laws. This is the abomination 
of the Gentiles. But such as chew the cud, and do 
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not divide the hoof^ are unclean : this is a figurative 
description of the JewSy^ with much more to the 
same purpose. In which method of reasoning, as he 
followed Barnabas, and the Apostolic Fathers^ so he 
was followed himself by the later writers ; and espe- 
cially by Clemens of Alexandria^ who has copied this 
very passage. 

Again, endeavouring to prove that the Mosaic 
law was to fill up the middle age of the world, 
between the natural law and the law of Christ, he 
says ; " This was typically shewn by many things, 
but especially by ThamaVj daughter-in-law to Judas. 
For when she was bringing out twins, one of them 
put out his hand the first ; and as the midwife sup- 
posed him to be the first-bom, she tied a scarlet 
string about his hand. But when this was done, he 
drew in his hand again, and his brother Phares came 
out first, and after him Zara, who had the mark. 
The Scripture clearly manifesting by it the people 
who had the scarlet sign ; that is, the faith professed 
by those of the foreskin, or the uncircumcised ; 
which was first shewn out in the Patriarchs, and 
then withdrawn, that it^s brother might be brought 
out first, and then he be bom afterwards, who had 
been shewn before, and was known by the scarlet sign; 
which is the passion of the Just one, prsefigured from 
the beginning in Abel, described by the Prophets, but 
perfected in the last days by the Son of God.^' 

His reasoning also upon the number of the Gos- 
pels is in the same strain. " It is impossible,'^ says 
he, " that there could have been more or less than 
four. For there are four climates and four cardinal 
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winds, and the Church is spread over the whole 
earth ; bnt the Gospel is the pillar and foundation 
of the Church, and it's breath of Ufa. The Church 
therefore was to have four pillars, blowing immor- 
tality from every quarter, and giving life to men,'' &c. 

I have been the fuller in opening the characters 
and opinions of Justin and Irefueus, that I might 
save myself the trouble of inlarging in the same 
manner on the rest; especially as their characters 
will be sufficiently illustrated by the specimens of 
them occasionally interspersed in the sequel of this 
argument. But the later Fathers, generaUy speak- 
ing, do but copy the notions and even the blunders 
of these two. For as they are the earliest, who 
have left any considerable works behind them, so 
they are the first likewise in credit and authority 
with succeding ages, on the account of their piety, 
learning, and abilities; and the case was the same 
with the ancients as it is still with the moderns, that 
when any facts or doctrines have once been esta- 
blished by men of eminent character, they are usually 
taken upon trust by all who follow, till some new 
inquirer arises, who, not content with opinions im- 
posed on him by chance or education, resolves to 
judge for himself, and to use his natural right and 
liberty of searching into the real grounds of them. 

For instance, St. Clemens of Rome having alledged 
the ridiculous story of the Phanijp, as a type and 
proof of the resurrection^ all the later Fathers take 
it from him of course, and refer us to the same bird, 
not onely as really existing, but as created on purpose 
by Crod, to refute the incredulity of the Crentiles on 
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the subject of this great article of our faith. Yet 
air the heathen writers, from whom they borrowed 
the story, from Herodotus down to their own times, 
treat it as nothing else but a mere fable. The case 
is the same with all the other &ct8 and absurd doc- 
trines above specified ; of I^Q MiUennium ; ofAagels 
debauching women, and begetting Damons ; of the di- 
vinity of the Septuagint version ; of the destruction of 
the sacred Scriptures in the Babylonish captivity, Sec. 
In all which, these two Fathers, whose principles I 
have been illustrating, were implicitly followed for a 
century or two at least by all their successors. Ire- 
nous indeed stands single in his account of t?ie old 
age of Christ ; tho^ confidently affirmed by him, on 
the pretended authority of all the Apostles ; because 
it was evidently inconsistent with the history of the 
Grospels. But the later Fathers generally ran into 
a contrary extreme, and affirmed, what was main- 
tained by the Heretics onely of Irenseus's days, that 
our Lord preached but one complete year, and died at 
the age of thirty ; which, according to Clemens of 
Alewandriay was both foretold by the Prophets, and 
affirm^ by the Evangelists. Whereas from the 
history of the Oospels, it is evident, that his mi- 
nistry continued through several successive Passovers, 
or as Sir Isaac Newton has with great probability 
computed, through five; and that he died in his 
thirty-fourth year. 

Now from what I have above collected, it is cer- 
tain, that if a gross absurdity of opinions, and the 
belief of things impossible, be the proof of a weak 
mind ; if expositions of the Scriptures, void of reason 
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and common sense^ betray a great want of judge- 
ment^ then we may justly charge those defects upon 
these ancient fathers ; from whose foolish reasonings^ 
both in reUgion and moraUty, whole books have been 
compiled. Mr. Dodwell, one of their most zealous 
admirers^ does not pretend to defend them on this 
head, but frankly owns, that their way of reasoning 
is loose, sophistical and declamatory; far short of 
the solidity of the modems, who excell them not onely 
in philosophy and learning , but in the knowledge of 
antiquity y and even of their oum languages; and all 
that he pleads for in favor of their interpretations, 
especially of the New Testament, is, tliat they should 
not be wholly slighted, tho' they have but little sense 
in them, because they were agreeable to the custom or 
taste of those ages. 

As to the question of their veracity, it may admit 
perhaps some debate, and it will probably be thought 
harsh in the opinion of many, to suspect men of 
such piety and sanctity of life either of the invention 
or the propagation of known forgeries. Yet there 
are many things so peremptorily affirmed, without 
any ground of truth or probability, by the two 
Fathers whose characters I have been considering, 
as to give us too much cause for such a suspicion : 
which, as we have seen above, has been actually 
charged on Justin, by men of learning, and may 
with equal reason be charged also on Iremeus, For 
what other account can be given of his frequent ap- 
peals to the tradition and testimony of the Apostles, 
for the support of so many absurd and incredible 
doctrines? If the doctrines themselves be fake; 
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the pretended tradition of them could not possibly 
be true ; and if we absolve Irenaus from the forgery 
it must be charged on somebody else more ancient 
stilly and of authority enough to impose it upon 
him ; and on whomsoever it may fall, it gives but a 
lamentable idea of those primitive ages, and primi- 
tive champions of the Christian cause. 

PapiaSy who is supposed to have been the disciple 
of St. John, and Bishop of Hierapolis, is said to have 
given rise to most of the fabulous traditions, which 
obtained in those early days. Dr. Whitby joins 
Iremem to him, and says : " It is very remarkable, 
that these two earliest writers of the second century, 
who, on the credit of idle reports and uncertain 
fame, have delivered to us things said to be done by 
the Apostles and their scholars, have shamefully im« 
posed upon us, by the forgery of fables and false 
stories/' But whoever forged the rest of the spu- 
rious traditions above recited, yet that which relates 
to the old age of Jesus, the most solemly attested of 
them all, and peculiar to IrentBus, may be fairly pre- 
sumed to be his own foi^ry, because it was never 
embraced by any body else, and was singularly 
adapted to the argument, which he was then assert- 
ing in opposition to certain Heretics, called Fafen- 
tinianSy who allowed but* one intire year to our 
Saviour's ministry. 

But be that as it will ; since the very earliest of 
all traditions, and the nearest to the fountain's head, 
are found to be so corrupt ; it will demonstrate at 
least what a treacherous foundation they must be to 
build any opinion upon, and much more any article 
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of our faith : which might be exemplified by many 
other instances firom the history of the first centu* 
ries. For as soon as religions disputes began to 
infest the Church, the plea of Apostolical tradition 
was presently employed, as the. most effectual to 
silence an adversary; and was taken up therefore 
and urged with equal confidence by all sides. And 
it is an argument indeed, which of all others seems 
the best calculated for the use of controversy : for 
wherever it meets with credit, it must necessarily 
have great weight; and where it happens even to 
find none, yet it cannot easily be confuted, as not 
being reducible to any dear test or fixed rule by 
which it may be tried. It is not therefore strange 
to find its authority carried so high, and in some 
cases magnified even above the Scriptures them- 
selves, by all the dealers in controversy, from the 
earliest Fathers down to Dr. Waterland. 

For example ; in that most ancient and celebrated 
dispute between the eastern and western Churches, 
abotit the time of holding their Easter , St. Polycarp, 
Bishop of Smyrna, the disciple and immediate suc« 
cessor of the Apostles, and Anicetus his contempo- 
rary, the Bishop of Rome, severally alledged the 
authority of Apostolic tradition for their different 
practice, from which neither of them could be in- 
duced to depart. But Papias, as it is hinted above, 
the disciple of Polycarp, was the chief promoter and 
assertor of it : "as oft," says he, " as I met with 
any one who had conversed with the ancients, I al- 
ways inquired very diligently after their sayings and 
doctrines: what Andrew, Peter, Phiiip, John, and 
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the rest of our Lord^s Apostles^ used to teach. For 
I was persuaded that I could not profit so much by 
books^ as by the voice of living witnesses/^ Irenaus, 
the scholar of Papvus, who had learnt the use of it 
from his master^ was likewise a zealous assertor of it. 
" If a dispute/* says he, " should arise about any 
matter, tho' but of little moment, ought we not to 
have recourse to the most ancient Churches, in 
which the Apostles resided, and take from them 
what is certain and clear about the point in quses- 
tion V^ TertuUian declares it to be the onely weapon 
that can knock down an heretic; and in all such 
controversies advances it^s authority above the Scrip- 
tures ; nay, forbids any appeal to the Scriptures, as 
hurtful to the cause of truths We must not appeal 
to the Scriptures, says he, or trust the merits of the 
cause with them : in which there can either be no vic^ 
tory, or an uncertain one, or what is equivalent to un- 
certain. And in this. Dr. Waterland declsreH, that 
he seems to have judged well upon the prudential case, 
and like a wise and sagacious man with regard to the 
circumstances of those times. And in another place 
the same learned Doctor observes, from the autho- 
rity of Irenaus, that Polycarp had converted great 
mmibers to the Faith by the strength of tradition ; 
being a sensible argumerd, and more affecting, he says, 
at that time, than any dispute from the bare letter of 
the Scripture could be. 

Here then we see in short the origin and history 
of tradition. Papias, a weak and silly man, who 
mistook the sense of the Apostles, was the first who 
made it his particular business to recommend the 
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use of it^ and for that purpose took the pains to 
collect all the unwritten facts and sayings of Christ 
and his Apostles^ from the report of those who had 
conversed with them. These sayings^ as Euaebms 
tells us^ consisted of a number of strange parables, 
and doctrines of our Saviour, with several other fabu- 
lous stories ; which the authority of so venerable a 
person^ who had lived with the Apostles, imposed 
upon the Church for genuin : and the gravity of his 
scholar Iremeus confirmed and propagated to suc- 
ceding ages : through which every one still added to 
the collection^ whatever he thought useful to the 
particular cause or opinion that he favored. This 
account of the matter, deduced from the testimony 
of antiquity itself, confutes at once all the extrava- 
gant enconiums which our leading divines so lavishly 
bestow on those primitive Fathers and their tradi- 
tions. For if the earliest and best vouched traditions 
of all which are transmitted to us be true, or at all 
to be regarded, it follows of course that we ought to 
receive the absurd doctrines above mentioned as ar- 
ticles of faith; the fable of the Millennium ; of the old 
age of Christ; of ^noch translated into Adam's j»fl- 
radise ; with many more of the same stamp ; which 
were all embraced by the earliest Fathers, and deli- 
vered to us, on the authority of the Apostles, by 
some of their immediate successors ; and especially 
by those four, on whom Dr. Waterland lays the 
greatest stress ; Justin Martyr, Athenagoras, Irenmts 
and Clemens of Alexandria : " eminent personages,^' 
as he says, " who florished within fifty, sixty, or at 
most ninety years from the Apostolic age. Whose 
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nearness to the time^ known fidelity^ admirable in- 
dowments^ ordinary and extraordinary^ add great 
weight to their testimony or doctrine, and make it a 
probable rule of interpretation in the prime things/^ 
To which he subjoins in a marginal note, ^^that 
Clemens, tho' the latest of the four, yet testifies of 
himself, that he had received his doctrine &om seve- 
ral disciples of the very chief Apostles ; who had 
truly preserved the tradition of the blessed doctrine, 
as it came directly from the holy Apostles, Peter, 
James, and JohnJ' Notwithstanding all which, the 
Doctor could not but know, that this very Clemens 
holds as many absurd, unsound, and exploded doc- 
trines, and deals as largely in the fabulous and 
apooh^hrf IkkA. of the 'primiHve Cbri«ta^ » 
any other Father whatsoever. These facts shew like- 
wise the weakness of that argument, which the 
Doctor alledges for the truth of doctrines, from the 
unanimity with which they are asserted by the an- 
cient writers. "This is the argument,^' says he, 
" which IrenoMS and Tertullian insist much upon and 
triumph in, over the haeretics of their days ; for it is 
highly unreasonable to suppose that Churches dis- 
tant in place, and of different languages, and under 
no common visible head, should all unite in the same 
errors. Again, such unanimity could never come by 
chance, but must be derived from one common 
source : and therefore the harmony of their doctrine 
was in itself a pregnant argument of the truth of it.'' 
But if the unanimity of the primitive Fathers must 
be allowed to have so great a force as to evince the 
truth of any opinion, it would necessarily establish 
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all those monstrous doctrines above specified ; since 
it would be dif&cult to produce any other whatsoever 
in which there was so great an harmony among 
them^ or so general a consent of the whole Church, 
through the three first centuries, and that intirely 
grounded upon the pretence of apostolic tradition. 

But I cannot dismiss this article of the doctrines 
and opinions of these ancient Fathers, without tak- 
ing notice of one which was universally received and 
believed through all ages of the primitive Church ; 
viz., '^that there were a number of magicians, ne- 
cromancers or conjurers, both among the Gentiles 
and the hseretical Christians, who had each their 
particular daemons or evil spirits for their associates, 
perpetually attending on their persons, and obsequi- 
ous to their commands; by whose help they could 
perform miracles, foretell future events, call up the 
souls of the dead, exhibit them to open view, and 
infuse into people whatever dreams or visions they 
thought fit/' All which is constantly affirmed by 
the primitive writers and apologists, and commonly 
applied by them to prove the immortality of the 
soul. 

'^Let the powers of necromancy,'^ says Justin 
Martyr y '* and the evocations of human souls, and 
of boys especially, who had suffered violent deaths, 
and of those spirits whom the magicians call the in- 
spirera of dreams and assessors, and the works which 
are performed by the skillfull in these arts, convince 
you that the souls of men exist still after death/' 

Lactantius, speaking of certain philosophers who 
held that the soul perished unth the body, says, ''they 
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durst not have declared such an opinion in the pre- 
sence of any magician^ or if they had done it^ he 
would have confuted them upon the spot, by sensible 
experiments ; by calling up souls from the dead^ and 
renderingthem visible to human eyes, and making 
them speak and foretell future events/' 

The author of the book, called the Becoffnitions 
of St. CltmenSj one of the most ancient and *mo6t 
learned 'Of' those many spurious pieces which were 
forged 'by^the first Christians, affirms, "that Sii/non 
Mafftis natdeHaeA to one of his companions, that he 
wrought ail his amazing works by the help of the 
^oul of'Jln? healthy young boy, who had been vio- 
lently pnt^ to death for that purpose, and then called 
up froiAi'tfae' dead by ineffable adjurations, and com- 
pelled to be his assistant/' 

Irefueus, giving an account of the disciples of the 
same Simon, tells us, " that they lived lewdly, exer- 
cising magical arts, and using exorcisms, incanta- 
tions, and love-charms, and industriously practising 
all other curious arts, by the assistance of their fa- 
miliar spirits and inspirers of dreams/' And speak- 
ing afterwards of the hseretic Carpocrates and his 
followers, he says, " These likewise practise magical 
arts, with incantations and love-charms, and have 
their assistant daemons and inspirers of dreams, with 
all the other malevolent spirits/' 

"The magicians," says Clemens of Alexandria, 
" boast of daemons, as the ministers of their impiety, 
reckoning them part of their family, and forcing 
them by their incantations to be the slaves of their 
will/' 
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TertuUian declares of these daemons^ '^ that they 
had the power of inflicting horrible diseases both on 
the minds and bodies of men^ and e?en crnel deaths; 
yet they frequently contrived to cure the disorders 
which they had wrought^ in order to support the 
credit of their divinity^ and the honor of their altars^ 
and secure to themselves their proper food and nour« 
ishment from the rich steams and blood of the vic- 
tims, which were offered to them/' For this like- 
wise, as monstrous as it is, was the common opinion 
of idl the Fathers, taken as usual upon trust, from 
the authority of Justin Martyr , who was probably 
the inventor of it; ''that the daemons, after they had 
given themselves up to their lusts and lewd debauch- 
eries with boys and women, began to want the rich 
fumes and the fat of sacrifices to strengthen them 
for the enjoyment of their lustfuU pleasures/' 

Cyprian affirms, ''that they commonly lay lurk- 
ing within the statues and images of the heathen 
Deities; inspired the breasts of the southsayers; 
animated the fibres of the entrails of victims ; di- 
rected the flight of birds, and the chances of lots; in- 
volving falsehood always with truth, and themselves 
sometimes deceived as well as deceiving others ; dis- 
quieted the lives of men ; disturbed their sleep ; ex- 
cited terrors in their minds, convulsions in their 
bodies ; destroyed health and brought on diseases, 
so as to force people to worship them : that being 
filled and fatted by the steams of altars and burnt 
sacrifices, they might seem to cure the maladies 
which they had inflicted ; whereas all the cure which 
they performed, was by ceasing onely to do hurt/' 
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And as the whole system of Pagan idolatry was 
believed by the Fathers to have been managed by 
the oraft axkl agency of daemons^ so the whole art of 
magic was supposed also to be earned on by the 
same powers^ for the sake of deluding and destroy- 
ing mankind. In the case of idolatry^ they imagined 
them to assume the names, and to act the parts of 
the heathen Gods, and in magic to assume the forms 
of departed souls, and to appear under the names of 
those who were called up &om the dead; and as 
such, to foretell fature events, and answer to all 
questions which should be demanded of them. And 
the reason which they give why the souk called up 
from the dead were chiefly of those who had been 
put to a violent death, is, because such spirits were 
generally thought to be the most malevolent and re« 
vengeful, and ready to perpetrate the same acts of 
violence on others which they themselves had inju- 
riously suffered. 

Now the opinion which I have here^explaned, is 
not only a proof of the grossest credulity, but of 
that peculiar species of it, which, of all others, lays 
a man the most open to the delusive arts of im- 
postors. For a mind so totally possessed by super- 
stitious foncies and disturbed by vain terrors, could 
not have either the judgement to discern, or the in- 
clination to examine, or the courage even to suspect 
the pretensions of those vagrant jugglers, who in 
those primitive ages were so numerous, and so in- 
dustriously employed in the affair of deluding their 
fellow creatures. Every man wiU perceive how easy 
^^ must have been to men of that class, whether 
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Heathens^ Jews^ or Cliristians^ (for they are. all al- 
lowed to hare had such impostors among them^) to 
impose the tricks of their art as the effects of ta su^ 
pematural power^ on a multitude already persuaded 
that they lived on magic ground^ exposed at eveiry 
step to snares and charms^ contrived by malicious 
spirits perpetually haunting them^ .and watching 
every unguarded moment to get possession both of 
their sotds and bodies. And when pious Ckristians 
are arrived to this pitch of credulity^ as to believe 
that evil spirits or evil men can work real miracles, 
in defiance and opposition to the authority. of the 
Gospel^ their very piety will oblige them to admit as 
miraculous whatever is pretended to be wrought in 
the defence of it, and so make them of course the 
implicit dupes of their own wonder-workers. 

IV. I shall now precede, as I proposed, to take 
a particular review of all the several gifts, or mira- 
culous powers, which were actually clamed and pre- 
tended to have been possessed by the primitive 
Church: which, according to the testimonies pro- 
duced above, were, the power of raising the dead; of 
healing the sick ; of casting out devils ; of prophecying ; 
of seeing visions; of discovering the secrets of men; 
of expounding the Scriptures; of speaking with tongues. 

Sect. 1, As to the first, and the principal indeed 
of all miracles, that of raising the dead. It was fre- 
quently performed, as Irenteus affirms, on necessary 
occasions; and men so raised had lived afterwards 
among them many years ; but it is very strange, that 
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from the time of the Apostles there is not an in- 
stance of this miracle to be fonnd in the three first 
centuries; except a single case^ slightly intimated 
by Eusebiua, from the books of Papias; which he 
seems to rank among the other fabulous stories deH* 
vered by that weak man. 

It is certain^ that if a miracle of so surprizing a 
nature had been so frequent as Irenaus affirms it to 
have been^ or performed, as it were, in every parish 
or place where there was a Christian Church, it must 
have made great noise in the world, and been cele* 
brated, not onely by the primitive Fathers, but by 
all the historians of those times. But it was so far 
from being commonly or openly effected, as every 
miracle should necessarily be which is wrought for 
the conversion of infidels, that all the enemies of the 
Gospel, as Irenaus himself confesses, constantly af- 
firmed tfie thing itself to be impossible, A sure proof 
that they had never seen or known it to be done, 
unless in such a manner as carried with it a strong 
suspicion of fraud or collusion. Mr. DodweU how- 
ever, from this single authority of Irenaus, asserts 
the miraculous powers of the second century to be 
superior even to those of the first, or Apostolic age. 
They raised the dead, says he, in the apostolic Ckmches^ 
yet we have few examples of it in the geman acts of the 
Apostles : but in Irenaeus's days they raised not a few, 
but very often. And in the same strain he runs 
through all the other miracles of the primitive times, 
and gives them the preference, in their number at 
least, to those of the Apostles ; yet is forced to own, 
after aU, that towards the end of the second century. 
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and while Irefuew himself might be still livings this 
power of raising the dead was lost and vanished. 
For in the very same age^ when one Autolicus, an 
eminent heathen, challenged his friend T^eophUus, 
Bishop of Antioch, a convert and champion of the 
Gospel, to shew him but one person who had been 
raised from the dead, on the condition of turning 
Christian himself upon it, TheophUus discovers by 
his answer, that he was not able to give him that 
satisfaction. Upon which Mr. DodweU remarks, that 
the great manber of persons who had been raised some 
years b^ore, when the fact was common, ipere dead 
again for the second time in this interval ; which, . for 
the sake of his hypothesis, he stretches as well as he 
can to forty years. But in truth, the fact itself, as 
delivered by Irenaus, seems to be utterly incredible 
on many accounts : Ist. That a case of so wonderful 
a nature should be common among them, yet not a 
single instance of it particularly described, or clearly 
attested in all history. 2dly. That it should be per- 
formed in every part of the world where there was a 
Church or assembly of Christians, yet all those who 
were not of that Church, and for whose sake it was 
chiefly performed, should be insisting all the while 
tked the thing itself was impossible. Srdly. That it 
should be common in the days of Irenaiis, yet Theo- 
phUtcs, who lived at the same time, should not be 
able to alledge a single instance of it when chal- 
lenged to it by his friend, whom he was laboring 
to convert, and who offered to be converted upon 
the proof of that fact. Lastly, That a power, of 
all others the most affecting and reputable to the 
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Churchy should be withdrawn at a time when if s 
adveFsaries were defying them to shew any effects of 
it^ and putting the merits of the controv^sy upon 
that very issue. All which circumstances laid toge- 
ther^ must needs leare the strongest suspicion on the 
claim of the primitive Churchy with regard to this 
prime miracle of raising the dead. 

Sect. 2. The next gift said to have resided in it^ is 
that of healing the sick and curing aU sorts of diseases: 
in favor of which the ancient testimonies are more 
full and express ; tho^ with some variation concern- 
ing the method of cure. Some affirm that it was 
done by the imposition' of hands ; some^ by invoking 
the name of God and of Jesm, and reciting some story 
of his life ; and others, by the use of oil, which was 
consecrated by holy men, and dispensed to the peo- 
ple for the cure of their diseases. Tertullian tells 
us, " that a Christian called Proculus cured the Em- 
peror Severus of a certain distemper by the use of 
oil : for which service that Emperor was favorable 
afterwards to the Christians, and kept Proculus as 
long as he lived in his palace/' And St. Jerom 
affirms, ^' that HUarion the Monk used to heal all the 
wounds of the husbandmen and shepherds with con- 
secrated oil; and preserved the life of the son-in-law 
and daughter of an holy woman called Constcmtia, 
by anointing them with the same.'' Yet these cures, 
if true, might be accounted for probably without a 
miracle, by the natural power and efficacy of the oil 
itself, since in our days the bite of vipers, after in- 
flaming a man's arm to a degree which threatened 
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destraction to him, is known to have been checked 
and cnred in a short time by the application of oil : 
which might perhaps have been the very case of 
HUarion's shepherds. But be that as it will, the pre- 
tence of curing diseases by a miraculous power was 
so successfully maintained in the heathen world by 
&aud and craft, that when it came to be challenged 
by the Christians, it was not capable of exciting any 
attention to it among those who themselves pre^ 
tended to the same power; which, tho' the certain 
effect of imposture, was yet managed with so much 
art, that the Christians could neither deny nor de- 
tect it ; but insisted always that it was performed by 
damons or evil spirits, deluding mankind to their 
ruin : and from the supposed reaUty of the fact, in- 
ferred the reasonableness of believing what was more 
credibly affirmed by the Christians to be performed 
by the power of the true God. We do not deny, says 
AthenagoraSy that in different places, cities, and coun- 
tries, there are some extraordinary works performed in 
the name of idols, from which some have received bene- 
fit, others harm. But then he goes on to prove, that 
they were not performed by God, but by Damons. 
"If I should allow,'' says Origen, ''that there is a 
Daemon cunning in medicine, called JEsculapius, 
who cures diseases, yet I would say to those who are 
surprized at it, as well as at the predictions of 
Apollo, that if the cure of diseases and prsediction 
of events be things of an indifferent nature, and 
which belong to bad as well as to good beings, shew 
me that those who cure and foretell are not bad, but 
good, and worthy to be held in a manner as Gods/' 
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Whatever proof then the primitive Church might 
have among themselves of this miraculons gift, yet 
it could have but little effect towards making prose- 
lytes among those who pretended to the same gift ; 
possessed more largely, and exerted more openly, 
than in the private assemblies of the Christians. 
For in the temples of JEscidapwSj all kinds of dis- 
eases were believed to be publickly cured by the pre- 
tended help of that Deity : in proof of which there 
were erected in each temple columns or tables of brass 
or marble, on which a distinct narrative of each par- 
ticular cure was inscribed. Pausanius writes, '^ that 
in the temple at Eptdaums, there were many co- 
lumns anciently of this kind, and six of them re- 
maining to his time, inscribed with the names of 
men and women who had been cured by the God, 
with an account of their several cases and the me- 
thod of their cure : and that there was an old pillar 
besides, which stood apart, dedicated to the memory 
of HippolytnSy who had been raised &om the dead/^ 
Strabo also, another grave writer, informs us, '' that 
these temples were constantly filled with the sick, 
imploring the help of the God : and that they had 
tables hanging around them, in which idl the mira- 
culous cures were described/' There is a remark- 
able fragment of one of these tables still extant, 
and exhibited by Gruter in his collection, as it was 
found in the ruins of JEscidapius's Temple, in the 
island of the Tyber, in Home ; which gives an ac- 
count of two blind men restored to sight by ^scula- 
pius, in the open view, and with the loud acclamations 
of the people, acknowledging the manifest power of the 
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Ood. Upon which the learned Montfaucon makes 
this reflection, that in this are seen, either the tviks 
of the Devil, or the tricks of Pagan Priests, sviom^ 
ing men to counterfeit diseases and miraculous cures. 

Now tho' nothing can support the belief and 
credit of miracles more authentically than public 
monuments^ erected in proof and memory of them 
at the time when they were performed ; yet in defi- 
ance of that authority, it is certain that all those 
heathen miracles were pure forgeries contrived to 
delude the credulous multitude. And in truth, this 
particular claim of curing diseases miraculously, af- 
fords great room for such a delusion, and a wide 
field for the exercise of craft. Every man^s experi- 
ence has taught him, that diseases thought fatal and 
desperate, are oft surprizingly healed of themselves, 
by some secret and sudden effort of nature, impene- 
trable to the skill of man : but to ascribe this pre- 
sently to a miracle, as weak and superstitious minds 
are apt to do, — ^to the prayers of the living, or the 
intercessions of the dead, — ^is what neither sound 
reason nor true religion will justify. Wherefore 
when the narratives of these pretended cures are de- 
livered to us by partial and interested, or by weak 
and credulous men, they will always furnish reason 
to suspect that the relators were either deluded 
themselves, or willing to delude others : and unless 
we knew more precisely in this case the real bounds 
between nature and miracle, we cannot pay any 
great regard to such stories; especially when we 
are informed at the same time by the Christians 
themselves, that the same cures were performed also 
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by knaves and impostors^ of all sects and nations ; 
hy Heathens^ Jews^ and Heretics ; whicb^ according 
to the principles of those days^ were ascribed either 
to the power of Daemons^ or to the magical force of 
amnlets and charms. 

Sect. 3. But the most eminent and celebrated of 
all the miraculous powers of the primitive Church 
was^ the gift of casting out Devils, or the cure of 
Damordacs. To this the ancient Fathers and apolo- 
gists make the most frequent appeals ; and on thisf 
they lay the greatest stress towards evincing the di* 
vinity of the Christian religion. It is not easy how- 
ever to collect from their accounts what was the real 
case of these DamoniacSy and the proper nature of 
of their malady. The Fathers indeed themselves 
seem to have been foUy persuaded^ and labor to per- 
suade every body else, that they were actually pos- 
sessed and tormented by Devils, or evil spirits : yet 
many learned men of modern times have imagined 
them rather to have been affected by the Epilepsy, 
or falling sickness. Mr. Dodwell himself takes their 
case to have been of this kind, and curable by the 
ordinary way of medicine, as well as the extraordi- 
nary one of miracle. And it is certain, that the 
effects constantly ascribed to it seem to be nothing 
else but the ordinary symptoms of an Epilepsy, as 
they are described by the physicians. Justin speaks 
of them as being thrown down always to the ground, 
by the Devils who possessed them. And Chrysostom, 
in his elaborate consolation to Stagirius, who was 
also possessed, recites all the particulars of his case 
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as they were related to him by a common friend : 
the convtUsion of his hands, the distortion of his eyes, 
the foam of his mouth, his horrid and inarticulate 
voice, the tremor of his body, and the long privation 
of his senses, St. Gregory, of Nyssa, speaking of a 
woman also in the same case^ says^ that groaning 
with a terrible and inarticukUe voice, different from 
human, she fell flat on the grotmd, tearing her hair, 
her eyes distorted, her mouth foaming; nor did the 
Devil desist from strangling her, 8fc. Then as to 
what these Fathers declare concerning their power 
of lashing, burning, and tormenting the Devils ; and 
of their groaning and howling nnder the torture of 
the Christian exorcism^ such an imagination might 
easily be conceived, from, the strange convulsions of 
the body, and the hollow sighs and groans which 
commonly attend such fits. And the other drcum- 
stances likewise, so constantly attested by them all, 
concerning the speeches and confessions of the Devils ; 
their answering to aU qiuBstions ; owning themselves to 
be vncked spirits ; telling whence they came and whither 
they were going, and pleading for favor and easefrtym 
the hands of the Exorcists ; may not improbably be 
accounted for, either by the disordered state of the 
patient, answering wildly and at random to any 
quaestions proposed; or by the arts of imposture 
and contrivance between the parties concerned in 
the act. 

This, I dare say, will appear probable to every 
impartial reader, who, from the credulous and en- 
thusiastic disposition of these Fathers, and their 
preconceived and erroneous notions about the origip 
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and power of Dsemons^ will be apt to conclude^ that 
they were either induced by their prejudices to give 
too hasty a credit to these pretended possessions^ or 
carried away by their zeal^ to assist even in sup- 
porting a delusion which was useful to the Christian 
cause. And tho' this may sound harsh in the ears 
of ipaany^ it will not . appear strange to those who 
have given any attention to the history of mankind ; 
whicb will always suggest this sad reflection^ . that 
the greatest zealots in reljigion> or the leaders of 
sects and pactji^ whatever purity or principles they 
pre|:end to^ ha,ve, seldom scrupled to make use of a 
commq4iotts lie, for the advancement of what they 
c^ the truth. And with regard to these very 
Fat^prs^ there is not one of them, as an eminent 
writer of ecclesiastical history declares, who made 
any scruple in those ages of using the hyperbolical 
style, to advance the honor of God and the salvation 
of men. For it is certain, that the greatest part of 
the wonderfull things which they relate, are in them- 
selves utterly incredible i and such of them as hap- 
pen to be the most distinctly described, carry always 
the greatest marks of art and contrivance for the 
sake of serving some particular purpose. For ex- 
ample, TerttUlian, who was an utter enemy to plays 
and public shews in the Theaters, wrote a book to 
deter all Christians &om frequenting them, in which 
he tells the following story: '^An example hap- 
pened,'' says he, '^as the Lord is witness, of a 
woman who went to the Theater and came back 
with a Devil in her; whereupon when the unclean 
spirit was urged and threatened in the office of 
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exorcising^ for having dared to attack one of the 
faithfuU, / have done nothing y replied he^ hvi what is 
very fair, for I found ?ier on my own ground'^ He 
adds a second stoiy still more dreadfully ^^ of another 
woman^ who^ in the very nighty after she had seen 
a tragedy in the Theater^ had her winding-sheet 
shewn to her in a vision, in which she was reproached 
hy name, with the Tragedian, whom she had heen 
seeing, and did not live above five days after/' 

Now in this last case, it is not improbable, that a 
poor weak woman, who went to sleep under the 
consciousness of a grievous sin committed by her, 
might, by the terrors of a dream, be thrown into 
a disorder that put an end to her life. But in the 
first, tho' Qt)d himself is appealed to for the truth 
of it, yet when we reflect on the principles of those 
times, and the particular warmth of Tertuttian's 
zeal, we cannot but suspect, that the smart answer 
of the Devil, was contrived to enforce, what he was 
so warmly inculcating, the horrible sin and danger- 
ous consequence of frequenting the public theaters. 

It is very remarkable, that all the Fathers, who 
lay so great a stress on this particular gift of casting 
out devils, yet allow the same power both to the 
Jews and the Oentiles^ as well before as after our 
Saviour's coming. Justin Martyr, in his dialogue 
with Trypho the Jew, says, "that all Devils yield 
aad submit to the name of Jesus, when they would 
not to any other name of their Kings, Prophets, 
or Patriarchs ; yet if any should exorcise them in 
the name of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
they would in like manner submit. For your Exor-* 
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cists^ adds he^ as well as the Gentiles^ use tliis art 
in exorcising^ together with certain fumes and 
ligatures/' And the Jews^ says Iremms, even now, 
by this same invocation of the name of Ood^ drive 
away Devils. 

Origen, in his dispute with Celsus, asserting the 
descent of the Jews from Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, says, ^^that these names joined to that of 
God, have such power, that not onely their own 
nation use them in their prayers, and in casting out 
devils, but all other Inchantors and Magicians what- 
soever ; and that in magical books, the same invoca* 
tion and use of God's name is often found, as 
peculiar to the art and effectual against Devils/' 
And speaking of Abraham^s great merit, he ob« 
serves, " that it is not Moses onely who celebrates 
it, but that many of those, who charm or drive out 
Devils, caU upon the God of Abraham, without 
knowing even who Abraham was." Again, ''if a 
man," says he, ''invoke or exorcise by the name of 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the Devils 
will obey, and do what they are commanded ; but if 
he translate those names, according to their mean- 
ing, into any other language, they will have no force 
at alL The same, adds he, is true of the word^ 
Sabaoth, so much used in incantations; if it be 
applied in ifs original Hebrew, it is effectual ; but 
if translated into another tongue, so as to put for it 
the Lord of Hosts, it avails nothing, if we believe 
the skillfull in these matters." 

Josephus writes, "that Solomon was particularly 
instructed by God in the art of casting out Devils, 
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for the benefit of mankind; and that he left behind 
him a receit of those charms and exorcisms, by 
which he nsed to drive them out: which same 
method was the most effectual even to his time* 
For I saw, says he, one of my countrymen, Eleazar, 
casting oat Devils, in the presence of Vespagian, his 
sons and officers, and a multitude of soldiers. His 
method was this : he apphed to the nose of a person 
possessed, a ring, which had a certain drug or root 
under the seal of it, which Solomon had prescribed ; 
and so, by the smell of the ring, he drew out the 
Devil through the nostrils of the patient, who feU 
presently to the ground ; upon which he adjured the 
Devil never to return, rehearsing the name of Soh^ 
man, with certain charms, which he had composed 
and left behind him ; and being desirous to convince 
the company that he was really indued with this 
power to which he pretended, he placed a certain 
cup or vessel filled with water at a little distance 
from the person possessed, and commanded the 
Devil, as he was going out of him, to overturn the 
cup, so as to give the spectators a manifest proof 
that he had quitted the body of the man/^ Which 
shews, in contradiction to what Justin Martyr af- 
firmed above, that besides the name of Jestis, the 
Devils were subject likewise to that of Solomon, 

Now it will be granted, I suppose, by all men of 
sense, that these Jewish and Gentile Exorcists were 
mere knaves and impostors; who, by their tricks 
and false miracles, contrived to delude the credulous 
multitude, in order to acquire gain or power to 
themselves, and to keep their people firm to the 
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Jewish or heathenish rites^ in opposition to the 
Christian. Ulpian, the lawyer^ speaks of Exorcism 
in general^ as a term of art used by impostors ; by 
who he is supposed by some to mean the Jewish, by 
others the Christian Exorcists. But Terttdlian, and 
all the Fathers in general declare^ that these magi- 
cians and wandering jugglers performed many won- 
derfuU things^ above the force of human power, 
which they wholly ascribe to the assistance of Dse- 
mons. And if they were so far deluded by those 
Jewish and Gentile pretenders, as to take such 
senseless charms, and tricks of legerdemain, for the 
ejOTects of a supernatural power, their prejudices 
would operate much more strongly in favor of their 
own Impostors, who had taken up the same trade : 
or if they saw through the cheat of the Gentile prac- 
titioners, yet on account of the credit which they 
had gained with the people, and the di£Blculty of de- 
tecting the fraud, they might think it convenient 
perhaps to oppose one cheat to another, and set up 
rival powers of their own, in opposition to those of 
their adversaries, in hopes of beating them at their 
own weapons. 

For it is very hard to believe what Origen declares 
above, that the Devils, for the sake of doing the 
greater mischief to men, used to possess and destroy 
their cattel. In confirmation of which St. Jerom has 
related a most ridiculous story, in his life of St. 
HUarion the Monk; where, after a narrative of 
many cases of Devils expelled by that saint from the 
bodies of men, he adds, " but it is to little purpose 
to talk of men; brute animals also were dayly 
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brouglit to him^ mad or possessed ; among the rest a 
Badrian Camel, of an enormous size^ which had al- 
ready destroyed many people: above thirty men 
were employed to drag him along with the strongest 
ropes. His eyes were bloody, his mouth foaming, 
}iis tongue rolling and swoln, and his strange roaring 
abore all terrors. The old man ordered it to be let 
loose, upon which all who were about him ran away 
immediately. The saint came forward alohe, and in 
the Syriac tongue, said. Thou dost not affright me, 
Demi, unih all that bulk of body : thou art one and the 
same in a Utile fox, or in a camel: and so he stood 
firm with his arm stretched out; and as the beast 
advanced towards him, furious and ready to devour 
him, it presently fell down with it's head t6 the 
ground, so that all present were amazed at the sud- 
den change from so great a fierceness to such a tame- 
ness. Upon which the old man took occasion to 
teach them, that the Devil used to seize cattel out 
of his hatred to men, to whom he bore so great a 
grudge as to wish not onely that they, but that all 
which they had, might perish.'^ To this story I 
cannot forbear adding, what is likewise affirmed by 
the same Jerom, of the same Hilarion, that he was 
so fuU of the power of the Holy Spirit, as to be able 
to discover from the smell of the bodies and cloaths of 
men, or of any thing else, which they had but touched, 
to what particular D€dmon, or to what vice they were 
severally subject. Now, tho' this good Father in- 
vokes the assistance of the Holy Spirit in his attempt 
to describe a life so wonderfull, yet all who read it 
must needs be persuaded, that out of his zeal and 
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warm affection to the monkish order, which he pro- 
fessed, and from a desire to advance it's credit in 
the world, he either wholly invented, or at least 
willfully propagated all these extravagant tales, which 
he himself could not possibly believe. " The time,'' 
says he, " would fail me, if I should attempt to re- 
late all the wonderfull works that were performed by 
him: wherefore by the influence of his example, 
innumerable monasteries began to be founded through 
all PalcBstme; and all the Monks ran eagerly to 
Hilarion, &c." This was the real purpose of St. 
Jeromes zeal ; this the fruit of his fictitious miracles. 
But to return to the D(Bmoniacs. Since this gift of 
casting out Devils is what the Fathers, as I have 
said above, lay the greatest stress upon, and to 
which they make the most frequent appeals, it may 
be proper to strengthen what I have already been 
declaring npon it, by a few particular observations, 
which I would recommend to the attention of the 
reader. 

1st, That there is such an uniformity in all the 
primitive accounts of them, tho' given by different 
Fathers and in different ages, of the Devils being 
scourged, burned, and tortured by the Christian Ew- 
ordsts ) and of their howlings, discourses, and confes- 
sions, that they all seem to have been cast in the 
same mould; and to have been the copies rather of 
one original story, transcribed by the later writers 
from the earlier, than the natural descriptions, of 
what each of them had severally seen, at different 
times, and in distant places. 

2dly, That the persons thus possessed, and in 
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whom the Devils used to hold discourses^ were called 
by the primitive Christians^ 'EyyaigifAuQoi or Ventrilo- 
quists ; because they were believed to speak out of the 
belly, thro' the navel. Thus in a book ascribed to 
Justin Martyr, containing a number of Qusestions 
with answers to them^ for the use of the Orthodox, 
one of the questions is this ; '^ if all the arts of de« 
lusion are abolished by the coming of Christy how 
comes it to pass^ that Daemons still speak by those 
who are called Ventriloquists, and that they do not 
make Christianity ridiculous and contemptible^ by 
shewing forth the works of imposture and uttering 
oracular prsedictions in the bodies of Christians V* 

Now many of us have seen^ and may still see 
perhaps at this day^ a sort of these Ventriloquists, 
who by a particular formation of their organs, 
managed by art and practice^ could speak in such a 
manner as to persuade the company that the voice 
did not precede from them^ but £rom some invisible 
being; which they could direct likewise so as to 
make it seem to come from what part of the room 
they pleased ; by which means^ weak and ignorant 
people have been terrified almost out of their senses, 
believing it to be the voice of a Spirit or Damon* 
If we suppose then^ that there were any Artists of 
this kind among those ancient Christians, as there 
undoubtedly were among the ancient Gentiles, it is 
easy to imagine, what strange and surprizing feats 
might be performed, by a correspondence between 
the Ventriloqvist and the Exorcist, so as to delude 
the most sensible and sagacious of their audience, 
prepossessed with the belief of these diaboHcal pos- 
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sessions^ and void of all suspicion that such effects 
could possibly be produced by any human art or 
natural cause. 

3dly. From the testimony of Antiquity itself it is 
evident, that many of their Dsemoniacs could not 
possibly be cured by all the power of the Exorcists ; 
and that the cures, which are pretended to have 
been wrought on any, were but temporary, and 
appear to have been the cessation rather of a par- 
ticular fit, or access of the distemper, than the real 
expulsion of a Daemon. This may be clearly col- 
lected from the method of treating them in the 
primitive Church, as it was regulated by several 
Canons and rules, made for that purpose by Bishops 
and Councils, injoining, " that they should not be 
received to baptism, but in the intervals of their 
disorder ; nor to the Communion, unless they shewed 
signs of piety and sobriety, so as not to expose and 
blaspheme the mysteries ; in which case they might 
communicate now and then : that they should never 
be ordained or taken into any order of the Clergy, 
nor allowed to pray in common with the congrega- 
tion, but be produced always separately, and com- 
jnanded onely to bow down their heads, while the 
rest of the Assembly were offering up a prayer for 
them/' In different Churches however, a different 
discipline was observed with regard to them ; for in 
some they were admitted to baptism, and even to 
dayly communion; by which means many are af- 
firmed to have been relieved when all the arts of the 
Exorcists had been tried upon them in vain. Now 
these cases manifestly sheWi that this celebrated 
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gift, as it was managed by the primitive Church, 
was not able to work an absolute cure, or to drive 
out the Devils so eflfectually, as to reduce the patients 
to a permanent state of sanity, so as to render them 
ordinarily capable, either of baptism, or the Eucha- 
rist, or of joining even with the congregation in the 
dayly prayers of the Church. Whence we may rea- 
sonably conclude, that it was nothing else but a 
false mimickry of that genuin power which was ex- 
ercised by our Lord, and conferred afterwards on his 
Apostles : a power which never did it^s work by 
halves, or left it's cures imperfect. For, as we learn 
from the Gospel, Mary Magdalen, from whom sevm 
Demls were cast out, continued ever after in her 
sober senses, accompanying and ministring on all 
occasions to our Lord, to the time of his death : and 
the man also, out of whom a Legion of them was 
ejected, was restored at once to perfect health, both 
of mind and body,- and sent away to proclame in 
Decapolis, and the neighbouring country, the mira- 
culous cure which Jesus had wrought upon him. 

4ithly. There is another circumstance belonging 
to these primitive Dsemoniacs, of which the reader 
perhaps may desire some farther explication ; I 
mean the great numbers of them, which appear to 
have subsisted in those early ages : whose chief 
habitation was within a part of the Church, allotted 
to them for that purpose ; in which, as in a kind of 
Hospital, they were committed to the care of the 
Exorcists; whose business it was, "to pray over 
them on some occasions, and to provide their dayly 
food, and keep them employed in some bodily exer- 
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cise and innocent business^ of sweeping the Chnrch 
and the like^ to prevent the more violent agitations 
of Satan^ and lest he shonld be tempted by their 
idleness to renew his attacks upon them/' Which 
method of relieving so miserable a tribe of helpless 
mortals^ will account for the numbers with which 
the Churches were stored^ as well as for the con- 
fidence of those chaDenges made to the Heathens 
by the Christian Apologists^ to come and see at any 
hour, and any warning, how they could torment, and 
lash, and bum, and drive the evil ynrits out of them; 
while they kept such numbers of them in constant 
pay, always ready for the shew ; tried and disciplined 
by their Exorcists to an habit of groaning and howl- 
ing, and to give proper answers to all questions 
which should be demanded of them. 

It is observable also in the last place, that this 
power of exorcising Dtemoniacs or casting out Devils, 
which had hitherto been in the hands onely of the 
meaner sort of the Christian layety, was put imder 
the direction of the Clergy, by the Council of Lao- 
dicea, about the year of Christ three hundred and 
sixty seven, in which it was decreed, that none should 
be Exorcists but those who were appointed by the 
Bishop, After which appropriation of it, as Mr. 
Whiston informs us, "few or none of the clergy, 
nor indeed of the layety, were any longer able to 
cast out Devils ; so that the old Christian exorcism 
or prayer for the Energumens in the Church, began 
soon after to be omitted as wholly useless.^' Which 
sudden failure of so eminent a gift seems to be 
ascribed by him to that fatal step of this unhappy 
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Council, as he calls it ; as if^ by their presamptuous 
attempt to oontrool the divine power^ they had pro- 
voked Grod to withdraw it. But tho' this solution of 
the case may be agreeable to the character and prin- 
ciples of that very learned and pious writer^ yet it is 
more agreeable to reason and the experience j>f man- 
kind to suppose^ that the licendous abuse of this 
imaginary power by the many false and impudent 
pretensions of crafty impostors on the one hand, 
and wrong-headed Enthusiasts on the other, had 
brought such scandal on Christianity itself, that the 
Clergy were forced at last to interpose, and take the 
affair into their own hands. For that this was really 
the case, is manifestly shewn by the event; since 
the exercise of this gift was no sooner subjected to 
any regulation, even by those who favored and 
desired to support it, than it gradually decreased 
and expired. 

Sect. 4. The next miraculous gift ascribed to the 
primitive Church, is that of Prophetic visions and 
ext€Uie trances, and the discovery of men's hearts; 
for these seem to be the fruit of one and the same 
spirit; which exerted itself chiefly about the end of 
the second and the beginning of the third century, 
through TertuMian^s and Cyprian's days. '^The divine 
censure,^^ says Cyprian, " does not cease to chastise 
us, neither by night nor by day ; for besides nightly 
visions, even boys among us are filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and, in fits of ecstasy, see, hear, and utter 
things, by which the Lord thinks fit to admonish 
and instruct us.^' This ecstasy was a temporary 

d2 
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madness or loss of senses^ aad is called by TerttMian, 
the spiriiual virtue in which prophecy consists. Suidas 
says^ that of all the kinds of fury or madness^ that 
of the Poets and Prophets was alone to be wished 
for. 

Mr. Dodwell observes, ^^ that visions were peculiar 
to the young, dreams to the old ; because it required 
a great strength of body to support the violence of 
such divine agitations.^^ Philo, the Jew, treating 
of the same ecstasies with which the Patriarchs and 
Prophets of the Old Testament used to be ajSected, 
reasons thus, ^^ the human mind,^' says he, '^ is sym- 
bolically called the Sun by Moses ; while our mind 
therefore shines and exerts itself within us, spread- 
ing as it were a meridian light through the Soul, we 
are then in our right senses, without any divine 
influx : but when the mind goes down, then a divine 
ecstasy and prophetic madness fall upon us ,* for when 
the divine light shines, the human sets ; and when 
that sets, this again rises ; and this is what usually 
happens to the prophetic race; for the mind is 
driven out of us when the divine spirit comes in, 
and when this again quits us, the other returns ; for 
it is. not fit that mortal should cohabit with im- 
mortal. 

From these testimonies we may collect, that the 
Prophecy of the Primitive Church by vision or 
ecstasy, was of the same kind, as to it's outward 
appearance, with that divination by fury, as it was 
called among the Gentiles, which was practised by 
the Delphic Pythia and Cttmaan Sibyl, when agitated 
by the pretended power and instinct of the God. 
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Of whicli Cicero says, in way of raillery, ''what 
authority can that madness have which yon call 
divine ; that a wise man shonld not be able to fore- 
see what a madman can ; and that he who has lost 
all human senses, should presently acquire divine 
ones/' 

Montanua the heretic, and his female associates, 
seem to have been the authors of these prophetic 
trances towards the end of the second century ; and 
acquired great credit by their visions and ecstasies, 
in which they acted their part so well, by feigned 
distortions and convulsive agitations of the body, as 
to appear to be out of their senses ; and in those 
fits, uttered many wild prophecies and predictions, 
which they imposed upon the people for divine reve- 
lations ; and by affecting at the same time a peculiar 
sanctity and severity of discipline, gathered a great 
number of disciples, who first raised and propagated 
that spirit of enthusiasm in the Church, which 
subsisted in it for near a century, under the title 
of vision and prophecy, and then gradually sunk into 
utter contempt. 

Terttdliany a writer of this enthusiastic turn, severe 
in his manners, and stiff in his opinions, wrote with 
great vehemence against Plays and Shews ; in which, 
as we have seen above, he made great use of visions 
towards enforcing his argument. He wrote another 
book to prove, that it was a Sin for a Soldier to wear 
a garland or crown on any occasion, and that a Chris- 
tian should rather suffer martyrdom than submit to it ; 
and in a third book, he affirms it to be rank idolatry 
to deck their doors with garlands or flowers on Festival 
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days, according to the custom of the Heathens ; " and 
calls the name of Grod to witness^ that he knew a 
person who had been grievously chastised in a vision^ 
because his servants^ even without his knowledge 
and in his absence^ had crowned the door with 
flowers on some occasion of public joy/' He wrote 
a treatise likewise to prove the soul of man to be 
corporeal and of human shape; and for the truth of 
his opinion^ appeals to his ecstatic maid above- 
mentioned^ of whom he tells this story^ that '^ as he 
happened to be discoursing on the nature of the 
soul^ she fell into one of her trances ; and as soon as 
the service was over^ and the people dismissed^ she 
came as usual to relate to him what she had seen; 
which was always carefoUy taken down in writing in 
order to be examined ; when she declared, that there 
was shewn to her among other things an human soul 
in bodily form, yet so as to appear to be a spirit ; 
not of a void and empty quality, but what might 
even be handled, tender and lucid, of an airy color, 
and in all points of human shape/' Which wild 
dream of a frantic, or fiction rather of a silly woman, 
this Father applies, as the testimony of God him- 
self, to evince the certainty of his opinion. Lastly, 
in another book, written to prove that women ought 
always to wear a veil, he declares, that God, in a 
vision to a certain sister, had prescribed to her, by a 
special revelation, the exact length and measure of the 
veil" 

Now it is easy to imagine, how Tertullian might 
be imposed upon by the craft of these extatic vision- 
aries, and by the warmth of his temper and force of 
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his prejudices, be drawn to espouse any delusion 
that flattered his particular zeal and favorite opi- 
nions. But it is difficult to account for the same con- 
duct in his scholar Cyprian ; a man of a more acute 
head and sober mind, but fond of power and Epis- 
copal Authority ; whose character would tempt us to 
suspect, that he was the inventor rather than the 
believer of such idle stories, and the director rather 
than the dupe of senseless visionaries. Yet in all 
quaestionable points of doctrine or discipline, which 
he had a mind to introduce into the Christian wor- 
ship, we find him constantly appealing to the testi- 
mony of Jiea/venly vimns and divine revelations. It 
is certain, says Mr. Dodwett, that aU things of great 
moment, which related to the public state of the 
Church, were foretold to him in visions. For instance, 
in a letter to CacUius, he declares, that he had re* 
ceived a divine admonition to mix water tvith wine 
in the Sacrament of the Eucharist, in order to render 
it effectual. In another to the Clergy, concerning 
certain Priests who had restored some lapsed Chris- 
tians too hastily to the Communion of the Church, 
he threatens them to execute w?iat he was ordered to 
do against them, in a vision, if they did not desist. 
He makes the same threat to one Pupianus, who 
had spoken ill of him, and withdrawn himself from 
his communion; where his editor Rigaltius makes 
this remark, ''that the argument of visions and 
divine revelations, which Cyprian so frequently uses, 
is a weapon of great force in the hands of so good a 
man, otherwise a vain and contemptible one ; since 
crafty Sophists might easily invent such visions, in 
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favor of any cause^ to delude the simple and un-' 
wary/* 

In a letter likewise to the Clergy and the people, 
Cyprian tells them, " how he had been admonished 
and directed by God, to ordain one Numidicus a 
Priest : who by his persuasive exhortations had sent 
a large number of Martyrs before him to the other 
world, either stoned or burnt to death ; and beheld 
even with joy, the wife of his bosom burnt together 
with the rest ; being himself also left for dead, half 
burnt and buried in stones, till he was found scarce 
alive, and carried off by the piety of his daughter, 
and so restored to the world against his will. But 
the Lord had now signified the cause of it ; that he 
might add him to the Priesthood of his Church/* 
In another letter he recommends to them one Cele- 
rinus, whom he had ordained a lecturer : whose 
modesty, he says, had been over-ruled and compelled 
by a divine vision, to accept that office. Where BigaU 
tins once more reflects, on the great diligence of 
Cyprian, in m^aJdng such me of visions. But Cyprian 
himself suggests the reason of it, in the Epistle 
immiediately preceding, addressed likewise to the 
clergy and the people, concerning one Aurelius, 
whom he had ordained a lecturer, by a divine admo- 
mtionj without calling them together and -consulting 
with them in common, concerning the character 
and merit of the candidate, as it was the custom 
of those days in all clerical ordinations; for which 
he excuses himself by saying, that there was no 
occasion, in the present case, to wait for human 
testimonies, when the divine suffrage had already been 
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signified. This then seems to be the meaning of 
Cyprian's diligence in the use of visions, that whenever 
he thought fit to exert his Episcopal authority^ toith- 
out the premous consent of his Clergy and people, he 
might obviate their murmurs by alledging a divine 
command for it. 

But the most memorable effect of any of his 
visions was^ his flight and retreat^ when he withdrew 
himself from his Church, in the time of persecution. 
A step which gave great scandal, and seems to have 
been considered by the Clergy of Rome, in a public 
letter written upon the subject of it, to the Clergy 
of Carthage, as a desertion of his post, and pastoral 
duty. So that it is no wonder to find Cyprian him- 
self, as well as his Apologist Pontius, the writer of 
his life, so sollicitous to excuse it. ^^ There is no 
doubt, says BigaUius, but that the severity of his 
master Tertullian, who wrote a book against all 
flight in time of persecution, raised such scruples 
and shame in the mind of Cyprian, as made him 
labor hard to wipe off that disgrace; as the pains 
and perplexity of his Advocate Pontius likewise 
shew.^^ They both of them therefore aflfirm, " that 
he was commanded to retire, by a special revelation 
from heaven : and that his flight was not the effect of 
any other fear but that of offending God, and that 
his mind, wholly devoted and subservient to the 
admonitions of God, was persuaded, that, if he had 
not obeyed the Lord, when he commanded him to 
retreat, he should sin even by suffering martyrdom.'' 
Yet this plea was nothing else without doubt, but a 
mere fiction, contrived for the purpose of quieting 

d3 
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tlie scandal^ that was raised by his flighty and is in 
effect confuted by himself in another letter to the 
Clergy, in which he declares, ^^that it was the advice 
and authority of one Terttdbis, which prevailed with 
him to withdraw himself from a place, where his 
life was so much sought for: wherefore he desires 
them to perform all the fiinctions of his office for 
him during his retreat, since their persons were 
not exposed to so much envy and danger as his 
would be/^ 

IHonysius, Bishop of Alexandria, who lived in the 
same age, has left the same story likewise concern- 
ing himself, and swears to the truth of it : that in 
the time of a persecution, he was commanded by 
God in a vision to retire &om Alexandria, and was 
wonderfully preserved and guarded by him in his 
retreat. And shall we not believe a most holy Bishop, 
says Mr. Dodwell, even upon his oath ? The same 
Dionysius affirms likewise that he had another vision, 
upon the subject of reading heretical books, about 
which he had some scruples, till a voice from heaven 
expressly injoined him to read them all tvithout reserve, 
became he was able to examine and confute them. This 
reminds me of a vision also which St. Jerom declares 
to have been given to himself, about a century after; 
in which he was dragged to the tribunal of Christ, and 
terribly threatened, and even scourged for the grievous 
sin of reading secular and profane writers, Cicero, 
Virgil, and Horace ; whom for that reason he resolved 
never to take into his hands any more : upon which 
Ruffinus rallies him with great spirit and smartness. 
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ject of his martyrdom, and it concludes thus : ''These 
things were done on the 13th of the Kalends of Ja- 
nuary; Sura and Synecms being the second time 
Consuls of Rome ; of which we ourselves were eye- 
witnesses. And the night following, as we were 
watching with tears in the house, and praying to 
God with bended knees, that he would impart to us 
weak men some assurance of what was done, [with 
regard to the Martyr,] it happened, that falling into 
a slumber, some of us, on a sudden, saw the blessed 
Ignatius standing before us and embracing us ; others 
beheld the blessed Martyr praying for us ; others, as 
it were dropping with sweat, as if just come from 
his great labor, and standing by the Lord : which 
when we saw, being filled with joy, and comparing 
the visions of our dreams with each other, we glori- 
fied God, the giver of all good, and being assured of 
the blessedness of the saint, we have made known 
unto you both the day and the time, that being as- 
sembled together, according to the time of his mar- 
tyrdom, we may^ communicate with the combatant 
and most valiant Martyr of Christ/' 

But to declare freely what I think: whatever 
ground there might be in those primitive ages, either 
to reject or to allow the authority of those visions, 
yet from all the accounts of them that remain to us 
in these days, Acre seems to be the greatest reason 
to suspect that they were all contrived, or authorized 
at least, by the leading men of the Church, for the 
sake of moderating and governing with more ease 
the unruly spirit of the populace, in those times of 
danger and cUfficulty. For they are generally ap- 
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plied to excuse the condnct of particular persons^ in 
some instances of it liable to censure ; or to enforce 
some particular doctrine or discipline^ warmly pressed 
by some^ and not well relished by others ; or to con- 
firm things not onely trifling and frivolous^ but 
sometimes even superstitious and hurtfull to true 
religion. 

I have already observed, that it was the heretic 
Montanus, who first gave a vogue to prophetic visions 
and ecstacies in the primitive Church. But whqn 
his pretensions came afterwards to be suspected and 
decried, it is remarkable that those who under- 
took to expose and confute them, employed such 
argument against, his prophecy, as seemed to 
shake the credit of all prophecy. For whereas the 
Montanists delivered their prophecies always in ec- 
Stacy, or with loss of senses, it was then urged 
against them, '^ that this was the proof of a diabo- 
lical spirit ; that the true prophets never had such 
fits ; never lost their senses ; but calmly and sedately 
received and understood whatever was revealed to 
them.^' And Epiphanius makes this the very crite- 
rion or distinguishing character between a true and 
false prophet j that the true had no ecstasies, con- 
stantly retained his senses, and tvith firmness of mind 
apprehended and tUtered the divine oracles. St. Jerom 
also declares, that the true prophets never spake in 
ecstasy, or madness of heart, like Montanus and his 
mad women, Prisca and Maximilla, but understood 
what they delivered, and covM speak or hold their 
tonffues whenever they pleased, which those who spake 
in ecstasy could not do. Eusebius also mentions a 
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book of one Miltiades, written against MotUanus, 
the purpose of which was^ to prove that a prophet 
ought not to speak in ecstasy. Yet from the testi- 
monies collected above^ we have seen^ that before 
the Montanists had brought those ecstasies into dis- 
grace^ the prophecy of the orthodox^ as well as that 
of the heretics^ was declared to have been exerted 
in ecstasy. And it appears to have been the current 
opinion in those earlier days^ that the prophets also 
of the Old Testament received and uttered their re- 
velations in ecstasy. 

Athenagoras expressly affirms it^ and says^ " that 
while they were under the divine impulse, they were 
transported out of their senses, and delivered in ec- 
stacy what was inspired, being mere organs of the 
Holy Spirit, just as a pipe or flute is of him who 
blows into it/^ Justin Martyr speaks of them in the 
same strain, '^that the Spirit of Grod descending 
from above, made use of them as of an instrument, 
just as the quill strikes the harp or lyre, to revele to 
us the knowledge of divine and heavenly things/^ 
Terttdlian also declares, ^^ that he who has the Spirit 
within him, must necessarily be deprived of his 
senses, especially whenever he beholds the glory of 
God, or when Grod speaks by him, as being then 
overshadowed by the divine power/* 

Again, Montanus^s associate, Maximilian gave out 
that the gift of prophecy was to cease with her, and 
no other prophet was to arise after her. In answer 
to which, the orthodox asserted, that the true spirit 
of prophecy could never fail or cease in the Church, till 
the consummation of all things. In which, as Mr. 
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Dodivell owns^ ''the ancients argued rashly^ and 
were mistaken in their notion of the perpetuity of 
prophecy ; since EusebmSy who made it his business 
to explore and deduce the succession of those pro- 
phetic gifts^ intimates that they were ceased and 
vanished in his days :^' that is^ about the middle of 
the fourth century. 

Since we are now considering the miracles of the 
Cyprianic age^ I cannot forbear taking notice of two 
or three of those wonderfull stories^ which Cyprian 
himself attests^ in that magnificent treatise, as it was 
called^ concerning the lapsed Christians^ who^ in the 
time of persecution^ had been induced by the terrors 
of present death or tortures to deny Christy or offer 
incense to an idol. " There was a man/' says he, 
" who went up voluntarily to the Capitol to deny the 
Lord j and when he had denied him, was presently 
struck dumb. — ^A woman also, who, after her lapse, 
had the impudence to go to the baths, was there 
seized by an unclean spirit, and thrown to the 
ground, and with her teeth tore that tongue with 
which she had been either talking or feeding im- 
piously; and so became her own executioner; for 
she died not long after in great anguish and tor- 
ments of her bowels.'^ He introduces the next story 
more solemnly, by declaring that he himself was pre- 
sent and an eye-witness of it. " Certain parents,^' 
says he, " too solicitous for their own safety, and fly- 
ing from persecution, left an infant daughter to the 
care of a nurse ; who carried it presently to the ma- 
gistrates. These being then assembled with the peo- 
ple before an idol, and seeing the child not yet old 
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enougb to eat fleshy gave it a piece of bread dipt in 
wine^ being the remains of what had been offered to 
the idol. The mother^ ignorant of the fact^ within a 
short time after took her daughter home again : but 
the child was yet no more able to discover the crime 
committed^ than she was before to understand or to 
hinder it. The mother brought her therefore to us 
at the sacrament^ while we knew nothing of the 
matter. But the child being now mingled with the 
saints^ and impatient of the service and prayers^ be- 
gan to be seized^ sometimes with fits of crying, some- 
times with tortures of the mind^ and, as if it had 
been upon the rack, betrayed by all the signs which 
it^s tender age could give, a sense of guilt and con- 
sciousness of the fact. The service being ended, 
when the Deacon began to give the cup to all pre- 
sent, and it came to the child^s turn, the little one, 
by divine instinct, turned away it^s face, held it's 
lips close shut, and reused the cup: the Deacon 
persisted, and poured a little down it's throat, tho' 
by force. Upon this, convulsions and vomitings in- 
sued. The Eucharist could not stay in a body and 
mouth so defiled: the consecrated potion of the 
Lord's blood burst out of it's polluted bowels. So 
great is the power, so great the majesty of the Lord; 
the secrets of darkness are detected by it's light; 
nor could hidden crimes be conceled from the Priest 
of God ; for this happened to an infant, which was 
not yet of age to speak, or tell the crimes which 
others had committed upon it. There was another 
woman," says Cyprian, ^^who, after she had taken 
the sacrament with us unobserved, was instantly 
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seized with pains and torments, and fell down con- 
vulsed and trembling, as if she had swallowed a 
sword or deadly poyson : and her crime, which had 
escaped the notice of men, met with it's punishment 
from Gt)d. Another, who had attempted with her 
polluted hands to open her chest, [in which, the 
consecrated elements, according to the custom of 
that age, were kept for her use at home,] fire burst 
out of it in such a manner that she durst not touch 
it. Another man, who had also been defiled, having 
had the assurance to take a part of the consecrated 
bread among the rest undiscovered, could neither 
eat nor handle it, but instead of it found a coal of 
fire in his hands/' 

Now what other notion can we reasonably enter- 
tain of these strange stories, but that they were 
partly forged, and partly aggravated and dressed up 
into this tragical form, from some accidental dis- 
orders, which the sense of a concealed guilt, and the 
dread of Grod's judgements upon it, would naturally 
raise in anxious minds, on that awfuU occasion of 
receiving the Sacrament? For it is certain, that 
they were of the greatest use, in these times of 
danger and trial, to support the discipline of the 
Church, which the Lord guarded, as Mr. Dodwell 
says, by these terrors, cuf by the sword of a Cherubim. 
Since none of those, who had secretly lapsed, or 
been weak enough to deny the faith, and from a 
desire of conceling their shame, had evaded the 
penance of the Church, durst either come openly to 
the Sacrament, or take it even privately at home, 
or yet wholly abstain from it, when the divine judge- 
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ments were so signally exerted upon all^ who had 
ventured on any of those expedients^ before they 
had made a public satisfaction for their crime, and 
been absolved of it in form by the Pastors of the 
Church. And it was without doubt for this end, 
that all these stories, with many more of the same 
kind, were so pompously and rhetorically set forth 
by this eminent Bishop, in his celebrated treatise 
concerning the lapsed Christians. 

Sect. 5. As to the gift of eapoundinff the Scriptures, 
or the mysteries of God, by a divine inspiration, 
which is clamed likewise by the Primitive Fathers, 
there is not the least trace of it to be found in any 
age of the Church, from the days of the Apostles. 
For in the second and third Centuries, the very 
period, in which all the other miraculous gifts are 
supposed to have flourished in their greatest vigor, 
it is certain, as we have seen above, that a most 
senseless, extravagant, and enthusiastic method of 
expounding prevailed, which has ever since been 
utterly slighted and rejected : whereas in these later 
days, when all extraordinary gifts are confessedly 
ceased, a clear, solid, and rational way of interpre- 
ting generally obtains, as the warmest advocates of 
Antiquity are forced to allow. And whenever any 
particular Father happens to be censured for his 
ridiculous comments on Sacred Writ, his Apologists 
with one voice alledge, that such expositions are not 
to be charged to the man, but to the age in which he 
lived, which could not relish or indure any better. 

Justin Martyr however lays claim to this gift^ as 
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conferred upon km by the special grace of God, upon 
which Mr. TiUemont declares^ ''that of all the ex« 
traordinary graces^ which the Holy Spirit bestowed 
upon the Church in those times^ there were few so 
considerable^ as that of understanding the Scriptures^ 
which was communicated by singular &vor to Justin" 
Yet from all the writings and monuments of the 
very earliest Fathers^ which remain to us^ it is mani- 
fest, beyond all contradiction, that there never was 
any such gift in the Church, after the times of the 
Apostles ; and that Justin in particular, had no 
better claim to it, than any of the rest. And if 
those Fathers then, through a fervency of zeal, or 
an enthusiastic turn of mind, could mistake such 
fanciful] expositions for divine inspirations, I see 
no reason why they might not as easily be deluded 
in every other instance of those pretended gifts, 
which flattered the same zeal and spirit, that so 
strongly possessed them. 

It is a common case with men of great piety, 
zealously persuaded of the truth and high importance 
of any religious doctrine, to think it reasonable 
that Grod should interpose himself miraculously in 
favor of it, when it happens to be opposed by any 
earthly power and in danger of being oppressed: 
and when they are thus prepared by their prejudices, 
to expect a divine interposition, they listen to every 
pretension of that sort, which craft or vrild enthu- 
siasm can devise, without allowing their reason to 
examine it, or to suggest the suspicion of a fraud. 
There are many instances of this in History, and a 
remarkable one in our own; that of the Holy Maid 
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of Kent, in the reign of Henry the VIII , : who by 
the pretence of visions and divine revelations, com-f 
municated in trances or ecstacy, contrived by Popish 
Priests^ to raise the sinking credit of their cause^ 
drew in Bishop Fisher, with many other eminent 
persons^ to take her for a Prophetess, divinely in- 
spired^ as TertuUian did his ecstatic Maid, Yet this 
modern Prelate was more learned and judicious, 
than any one perhaps of all the ancient Fathers, 
and by all accounts of him, as pious and religious 
too : since he lost his life, or, in the stile of the 
Romish Church, suffered martyrdom, for the sake of 
those very prejudices, which betrayed him into this 
folly. But the Lord Cromwell, expostulating with 
him on that subject, rightly told him, ^'that the 
true reason, which induced him to give credit to the 
maid, was the matter of her prophecies ; to which he 
was so addicted, that nothing could come amiss, 
which served to that end ; and he appealed to his 
conscience, whether, if she had prophesied in favor 
of the King^s proceedings, he would have given such 
easy credit to her, and not have examined the mat- 
ter farther/' 

Sect. 6. The ffift of tongues also is clamed, as we 
have seen, among the rest, and affirmed to have 
been actually possessed by the primitive Christians : 
for if the testimony of IreiuBus can be credited, many 
were indued with it in his days, and heard to speak 
all kinds of languages in the Church. And in truth, 
this gift, in the common estimation of human reason, 
has been thought so essentially necessary to the pro- 
pagation of the Gospel, in those first ages, that the 
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advocates of the primitive miracles^ trusting to that 
hypothesis^ instead of searching into the fact^ urge 
the necessity of it^s continuance after the days of 
the Apostles^ as a proof of the continuance of all the 
rest. Yet how great soever the importance of it 
may seem to be^ it is evident^ as I have elsewhere 
shewn^ from the origin^ nature and exercise of it^ 
as they are represented in the New Testament, that 
it was not permanent or lasting, either in the Church 
at large, or in those particular persons, who were 
principally favored with it, but was granted onely 
on certain special occasions, and then again with- 
drawn, even from the Apostles themselves ; so that, 
in the ordinary course of their ministry, they appear 
to have been generally destitute of it. 

Irenaus however declares it to have been indulged 
to many in his days. But it is very remarkable, that 
this primitive Bishop, who ascribes it so liberally to 
others, appears to have been in great want of it him- 
self, for the propagation of the Gospel in his own 
Diocese^ among the CeUa, or Gauls; where, as Dr. 
Cave interprets his words, it was not the least part of 
his trouble y that he was forced to learn the language of 
the country y a rude and barbarous dialect, before he 
could do any good upon them. Nor is it less strange 
also, that firom the time of Iremsus there is not a 
single Father, in all the succeding ages, who, upon 
his authority, has ventured to carry on the same 
pretension, or make the least claim to it; or to 
speak of it in any other manner, than as a gift pe- 
culiar to the first Christians in the times of the 
Apostles. And I might risk the merit of my argu- 
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ment on this single point ; that^ after the apostoUo 
times^ there is not in all history one instance, either 
well attested, or even so much as mentioned, of any 
particular person who had ever exercised this gift, or 
pretended to exercise it, in any age or country what- 
soever. Mr. Dodwell supposes it to have ceased in 
the reign of M, Aurelitis, about sixty years after the 
death of St. John. But it is not credible that a 
gift of such eminent use should intirely cease, while 
all the rest were subsisting in full vigor, and abound- 
ing every day more and more. If, according to the 
common hypothesis, we admit them all to be true, it 
is not possible, I say, to imagine any cause why this 
in particular should be withdrawn, and the rest con- 
tinued ; but if, agreeably to my system, we consider 
them all as fictitious, we then see an obvious and 
manifest reason for it. For all the other extraordi- 
nary gifts, of healing diieasea^ casting out elevib, 
vtsions, and ecstatic revelations, afford great room to 
impostors to exert all their craft of surprizing and 
dazzling the senses of the simple, the credulous, and 
the superstitious of all ranks ; whereas the gift of 
tongues cannot easily be counterfeited, or a preten- 
sion to it imposed on men of sense, or on any indeed 
but those who are utterly illiterate and strangers to 
ail tongues but their own : and to acquire a number 
of languages by natural means, and to a degree that 
might make them pass for a supernatural gift, was a 
work of so much difficulty and labor, as rendered it 
impracticable to support a pretension of that kind 
for a succession of many years. And this, in all 
probability, was the real caua(e of it^s being dropped 
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so early in those primitive ages : for after the men- 
tion of it by IretueuSy we find it no longer in any 
subsequent list of the miraculous gifts^ nor the least 
hint of it's continuance in the Church in any later 
writer^ from that time down to the present. If this 
then appears to have been the case of this particular 
gift ; that a false claim to it was made by the early 
Fathers^ and held up for a while till it could no 
longer be supported ; it is sufficient^ one would think^ 
of itself^ to blast the general, credit of all the rest^ 
tho' no particular mark of fraud could have been 
fixed on each of them separately : but when there is 
not a single one among them aU^ which^ either from 
it's nature, or end, or manner of exertion, or the 
character of if s witnesses, does not furnish just 
ground to suspect it as fictitious, it must needs per- 
suade every rational inquirer that they were all de- 
rived from the same source of craft and imposture. 

In short, if we trace the history of this gift from 
its origin, we shall find, that in the times of the 
Gospel, in which alone the miracles of the Church 
are allowed to be true by all Christians, it was the 
first gift which was conferred upon the Apostles, in 
a public and illustrious manner, and reckoned ever 
after among the principal of those which were im- 
parted to the first converts. But in the succeding 
ages, when miracles began to be of a suspected and 
dubious character, it is observable, that this gift is 
mentioned but once by a single writer, and then va- 
nished of a sudden, without the least notice or hint 
given by any of the ancients, either of the manner, 
or time, or cause of ifs vanishing. Lastly, in the 
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later ages, when the miracles of the Church were not 
onely suspected, but found to be false by our Re- 
formers, and considered as such ever since by all 
Protestants, this gift has never once been heard of, 
or pretended to by the Romanists themselves, tho' 
they challenge at the same time all the other gifts of 
the Apostolic days. Prom all which, I think, we 
may reasonably infer, that the gift of tongues may 
be considered as a proper test and criterion for de- 
termining the miraculous pretensions of all Churches 
which derive their descent from the Apostles ; and 
consequently, if, in the list of their extraordinary 
gifts, they cannot shew us this, we may fairly con- 
clude, that they have none else to shew which are 
real and genuin. 

I have now run through all the various kinds of 
the miraculous gifts which are pretended to have 
subsierted in the Church during the second and third 
centuries, and have opened the genuin state of them, 
as far as it is discoverable to us at this distance, from 
the most authentic monuments and testimonies of 
the principal Pathers of those centuries. Ages, 
which are always stiled the purest, and in which 
these very Pathers bore the first character; not 
onely on the account of their piety and integrity, 
but of their abilities also and learning. If any sus- 
picions then can be entertained against such wit- 
nesses, they will be stronger still against all who 
succeded them, especially after the Empire became 
Christian, when, according to the hypothesis of the 
very admirers of these primitive ages, a general 
corruption both of faith and morids began more 
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openly to infect the Christian Church; which by 
that revolution^ as St. Jertsfm says^ loBt as much of 
her virtue as it had gained of power and wecUth. 

Sut in the case of these miracles^ there is one 
circumstance common to all the writers who attest 
them^ as well as in the earlier as the later ages, 
that tho^ their assertions be strong their instances 
are weak ; and when, in proof of what they affirm, 
they descend to alledge any particular facts, they are 
usually so unlucky in the choice of them, that instead 
of strengthening, they weaken, the credit of their 
general affirmation, and, &om the absurdity of each 
miracle related by them, furnish a fresh objection to 
their power of working any. This the reader can 
hardly fail to observe firom the examples already 
produced; to which I shall add one or two more of 
the most considerable, which are transmitted to us 
from the same ages, and which I had before omittedi 
to recite. 

One of the most authentic and celebrated pieces 
in all primitive antiquity, is the circular letter of the 
Church . of Smyrna, containing a narrativq of the 
Martyrdom of St. Polycarp, their Bishop, and of 
the many miracles, as Mr. DodweU says, which made 
it iUustrious. This letter, written about the middle 
of the second century, informs us, " that when that 
Saint was entring the lists, in which he was to be 
burnt, there was so great a tumult that no body 
could be heard, ^ut there came a voice to him from 
heaven, saying, be strong, Polycarp, and acquit thy^ 
self like a man ; and tho' no body saw who it was 
that spake, yet many of the brethren heard .the 

£ 
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voice. As soon as he had finished his prayer^ the 
executioner kindled the fire^ and the flame began to 
blaze to a great height. When behold^ says the 
writer, a mighty wonder appeared to us^ whose lot 
it was to see it^ and who were reserved by heaven to 
dedare to others what we had seen. For the flame, 
forming a kind of arch^ like to the sail of a ship 
filled with the wind, encompassed the body of the 
martyr as in a circle, who stood in the midst of it, 
not as flesh which is burnt, but bread which is 
baked, or as gold and silver glowing in a Aimace ; 
and so sweet a smell issued firom him all the while, 
as if it had been the smoak of frankincense or some 
rich spices. At length, when these wicked men 
saw that his body could not be consumed by fire, 
they commanded the executioner to draw near, and 
to thrust his sword into him; which being done 
accordingly, there came out of his Body a Dove, and 
so great a quantity of blood as quite extinguished 
the fire ; so that the whole multitude were amaaed to 
see so great a difference between the unbelievers and 
the elect.^' Yet it appears from the sequel of the 
narrative, that there was fire enough still left to 
consume the body to ashes, which was executed with 
great care, that the Christians might not be able to 
preserve the least remains of it. 

The greatest part of this Epistle is transcribed by 
Eusebms, who has omitted the mention of the Deve 
which flew out of his body ; for which reason Mr. 
Dodwell and Archbishop Wake have thought fit also 
to omit it. Yet all the oldest copies still extant, 
ftom'wlnch Archbishop Usher, Cotekrius, andJRMinar/, 
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published their several editions^ retain this passage ; 
which Euaebius might probably drop for the same 
reason for which Mr. DodweU and Bishop Wake 
also profess to have dropt it; viz.^ for the sake of 
rendring the narrative the leas suspected. To the 
end of this letter is annexed the following advertise- 
ment. " This Epistle was transcribed by Caws from 
the copy of Irenaus, the disciple of Poly carp ; and 
I^ Socrates, transcribed it at Corinth. After which, 
I^ PioniuSf again wrote it out from the copy above 
mentioned, having searched it out by the revelatipn 
of Poiycarpy who directed me to it/^ &c. 

JBitsebms also relates a miracle wrought by Nar- 
cissvs, Sishop of Jerusaleniy about the end of the 
second or the beginning of the third century ; '^ that 
when the sacred oil was almost spent, in the vigil 
of EaHer, and the people were in a great consterna- 
tion about it, he ordered those, who had the care of 
the lamps, to go and draw water &om a certain well 
in the neighbourhood, and to bring it away to him ; 
which being accordingly done. Narcissus, after he 
had prayed over it, commanded them to pour it into 
the lamps with a sincere faith in Christ ; upon which, 
by a miraculous and divine power, the nature of the 
water was changed into the fatness of oil ; of which 
oil, as Ettsebius says, several small quantities were 
preserved by great numbers of the fedthfull, to his 
time, which was about an hundred years after the 
date of the mirade.^' 

The same Historian, giving an account of the 
horrible barbarities which were exercised upon the 
Christians of Pakestine, concludes one of his stories 
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in the following manner : '^ after these things had 
been transacted many days successively^ this miracle 
appeared. There was a clear and bright sky^ and a 
remarkable serenity of the air ; when on a sudden, 
the pillars in the porticoes of the City, poured out 
drops of tears; and when there was not the least 
moisture in the air, the streets and public places 
were all wet, no body knew how, as if water had 
been thrown upon them; so that it became a com- 
mon talk, that the earth wept for the impiety which 
was committed, and to reprove the relentless and 
savage nature of men, stones and inanimate bodies 
shed tears for what had happened/' A description 
of this kind might easily be excused in an Orator or 
a Poet, but when an Historian, after he has raised 
our attention and prepared us to expect something 
great and miraculous, tells us onely of stones shed- 
ding tears for the impieties of men, he debases the 
gravity of History, and makes miracles themselves 
contemptible. 

Mr. Dodwell, as I have before said, has, with 
great diligence, deduced the History of the primitive 
miracles down to these very times of Etisebius, which 
he then shuts up with the establishment of Chris- 
tianity by human laws, declaring, ^^ that many things 
concurred to recommend the credit of the preceding 
ages, which have no place in those that followed :" 
and speaking of the Life of Greffory, called the 
wonder-worker, written by Gregory of Nyssa, a 
Bishop of the greatest piety and gravity, he says 
" in this Life there are many things which breath 
the air of imposture and the genius of the fourth 
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century^ so that I dare not mix them with what is 
more genain^ for fear of hurting the credit of all/' 
For this reason therefore^ it was my first intention^ 
to confine my inquiries also to the same period ; but 
having since perceived^ that several of our learned 
Divines and principal advocates of the Christian 
faith have not scrupled to assert the succession of 
true miracles to the end even of the fifth century^ 
I thought it necessary to extend my argument to the 
same lengthy lest I should seem to neglect any evi- 
dence which could be offered to me^ and especially 
such as is declared to be corwincinff and decisive by 
men of their character. But from every step that 
we advance forward^ we shall readily perceive^ that 
Mr. DodweU, who had as much piety and more 
learning than any of them^ has in this respect shewn 
more judgement too^ by restraining the miraculous 
powers of the Church to the three first centuries. 

In the fourth century^ we find some of the principal 
Fathers delivering themselves on this subject so vari- 
ously and inconsistently^ as shews^ that tho' they were 
ashamed to deny what they knew to be true, yet they 
were desirous to inculcate what they knew to be false . 
For on some occasions, when they are pressed, they 
plainly confess that miracles were then ceased ; yet 
on others, they appeal to them again as common, 
and performed among them every day. For example, 
St. ChrysoBiom observes, '* that in the infancy of the 
Church, the extraordinary gifts of the spirit were 
bestowed even on the unworthy, becauLse those early 
times stood in need of that help for the more easy 
propagation of the Gk)spel ; but now, says he, they 
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are not given even to the worthy, because the pre- 
sent strength of the Christian faith is no longer in 
want of them/' In another place, speaking of the 
miracnlous powers of the Apostles, and of the force 
which they had in converting the OentOe world, 
^'wherefore," adds he, '^ because no mirades are 
wrought now, we are not to take it for a proof that 
none were wrought then ; for then they were of use, 
but now they are not ; for the first planters of the 
Gospel were simple and ignorant men, and had 
nothing to teach from themselves, but what they 
received firom God, that they delivered to the world ; 
so we likewise of these times, bring nothing indeed 
of our own, but what we received from them, that 
we declare to all. Nor do we yet persuade by the 
force of our reason, but evince the truth of our 
doctrines from the Holy Scriptures and the miracles 
then wrought in confirmation of them/' Again, 
speaking of the Jews, in our Saviour's time, who 
desired a sign, he says, ''there are some also even 
now, who desire and ask why are not miracles per- 
formed still at this day ? and why are there no per- 
sons who raised the dead and cure diseases ?" To 
which he replies, ''that it was owing to the want of 
faith and virtue and piety in thoste times/' On ano- 
ther occasion also he declares, '^that St. PsmPs 
Handkerchiefs could once do greater miracles than 
all the Christians of his days could do with ten 
thousand prayers and tears/' Lastly, in his books of 
consolation, addressed to his friend Stagirius, who 
was supposed to be possessed and horribly tormented 
by an evil spirit, it is expressly signified, "that 
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xieither the tombs of the Martyrs^ to which he had 
often applied for relief^ nor the repeated endeavours 
of the most holy and celebrated Exorcists of those 
AsLjfiy were able to drire the Devil out of him/' 

There are several other passages in this ^Father of 
the same strain ; in which he allows the cessation of 
miracles^ and speaks of them even with contenmt^ 
'^ as proper onely to rouse the dtiU and sluggish^ but 
useless to men of philosophical minds ; that they 
vrcsre frequently liable to sinister suspicions^ of being 
mere phantasms and illusions^ and that it was a 
proof of the greater generosity of that age^ to take 
Grod's word without such pledges/' 

From these testimonies^ one would necessarily 
conclude^ upon the authority of St. Ohrysostom, that 
miracles were ceased in his days : yet in other parts 
of his works we find him in a different story, and 
haranguing on the mighty wonders^ which were 
performed among them every day, by the reliquea of 
the MartyrSy in casting out Devib, curing all diseases, 
and drawing whole Cities and people to their SepuU 
chers. He displays also the miraculous cures wrought 
by the use of consecrated oily and by the sign of the 
Cross ; which last he calls a defence against all evil, 
and a medidne against all sickness, and affirms it to 
have been miraculously impressed, in his own time, on 
people's garments. 

St. Austin also, who lived at the same time, tho' 
in a different part of the world, takes notice of the 
same objection, made by the Sceptics, with which 
the Christians were commonly urged in this age. 
^^They ask us, says he, why are not those miracles 
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performed now f which you declare to have been tbronght 
formerly ? I oould tell them^ that they were then 
necessary^ before the world believed, for this Very 
purpose, that the world might believe;' but he, who 
still requires prodigies, that he may become a be- 
liever, is himself a great prodigy, who does not be- 
lieve now, when the world does believe." One 
would not imagine, that these words, which seem to 
imply !a cessation of miracles, were the pre&ce to an 
elaborate narrative and solemn attestation of great 
numbers of them, said to have been wrought in these 
very times : which, if true, as they are here affirmed 
by St. Austin from his own knowledge, must have 
been more illustrious, both for the number and the 
excellence of them, than all which were wrought by 
the Apostles themselves. 

But before we descend to particulars, I cannot 
forbear observing, what this Father has delivered 
concerning the general state and credit of them 
ambng'the Christians themselves, at the v^ty time 
when they were wrought. He tells us then, that 
tho' miracles were frequently wrought, either by the 
name of Jems, or by his Saa'aments, or by the prayers 
or the memorials of the Martyrs; yet the fame of 
them was not so illustrious as of those of the Apos- 
tles, since they were scarce ever known to the whole 
City or place where they happened to be perfi^rmed, 
but for the most part to a very few onely ; Vhile all 
the rest were utterly ignorant of them; espdcialty'if 
the city was large : and if ever they were told abroad 
to other people, yet they were not recommended 
with such authority, as to be received without diffi« 
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culty and doubting, tho' reported by true believers 
to true believers/' 

That be might put an end therefore to this strange 
negUgeuce of the Christians, with regard to their 
own miracles, he took care, as oft as he heard of 
any miracle, " that the parties concerned in it should 
be examined, and a verbal prooes, or authentic nar- 
rative be drawn of the fftct, which was afterwards 
publicly read to the people. Yet all this caution, as 
he says, was not sufficient to make the miracles 
known, or at t^ regarded : because those who were 
present at the recital of such narratives heard them 
but once, while the greater part were absent; and 
even those who heard them, retained nothing a 
few days after of what they had heard, and seldom 
or never took the pains to tell it to any body else 
whom they knew to be absent/' This account of 
the matter would be very surprizing, were it not 
explained to us by the miracles themselves, of which 
I have here added a few specimens, whence we shall 
easily collect the reason of that coldness and indiffer- 
enqe, which the people of those days expressed to- 
wards them. 

For instance, among many other stories of the 
same kind, he relates these, which follow : " A 
piou3 old Cobler of Hippo, where he himself was 
Bishop, having lost his old coat, and wanting money 
to buy a new one, betook himself to the twenty Mar* 
tyrsy whose chappel or memorial was famous in that 
city ; where he prayed to them very earnestly, that 
be might be enabled by them to get some cloaths. 
Some young Fellows, who overheard him, bega^ to 
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8{aiiaditkreiigli the Cfaristian iroild; aaAmsumy little 
pcMTlioiuiof them bvonght away by holy PU^eiim^ to 
eaunck the^partioalar Churches of theiT.own odnnjfinek 
Far whatever any rdiques were deposited^ ahflllaratoa^ 
or Ghai^el waa always built overtfaem^'Wihioh was 
oaUed a 'Memorial of that Martyr whose reliques it 
contaiued. Several reliques therefore of St: Stephen 

halving been brought by different people into ^4A*^> 
as many Memorials of him were consequently erected 
in diftrent {daces> of which three were peenliacljl' 
feunonsc one at ISppo, where St. Austin was BishR^pi* 
asecoud at Cdama, and a third at UzeUU, two odhdr 
]E^ise(q)al Cities ; and many ^reat and illuslriotts mU 
raclet were eontinuaUy wrought in them all. * ^• 

St, Austin has given us a particular relation lof 
seme of them^ by which the gout, the stone, andfis* 
tidas wete instantly cured ; the blind restored to sight ; • 
(md fise different persons raised even from death tolifoi 
Two of whom were, carried dead to the reliques, and* 
tnottght bade alive ; two more restored to hfe^ :by 
the .virtne of their garments onely, which had toucbed 
the reliques ; «aiiid a fifth, by the oil of the Marty v^ 
lamps.. Afber all whieh wonderfull stories, he adds 
the>fi>llowiiig apology, not for telling usaomanytof 
them, biit so few, out of the infinite numberi/^Ueh 
waier^uMfiely hnewn and recorded. i .. 

1^' What shall I do ?^' says he; ^^ I am- engi^ed by 
ptomisfe to finish the present work-, so thai' it is net 
posflihk for me in this place to relate all the laairades 
wfaxeh. I know ; and -our people without doubt, wheal 
they read/ these, : will be grieved that I hove omitted 
so^'tiiaaiyy which they* know to be true as well as L 
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But I beg tbem to excuse me^ and to coneider^ivkal^ 
a i;e^ira8 piece of work it wonld be^ to •^utilKt^. 
uriiiQhf the nature of my argument does not 'oblige 
me to 4o bere. For were I to relate ondy. tbe ■n&ira4 
de» af'.cmres, without mentiomng tho resi; 'Wfaicb 
have been performed by this Martyr^ the mdst gloQti«< 
ou«r Siq)hBn, in the colony of Calama, and in our 
own^ it would fill a great number of volumes: . Nor 
would it be possible to collect them all^ but andu of 
then onely of which certificates have been made and 
read to the people. For this I ordered to be done-^ 
when I saw the effects of the divine powens^ like to 
thoee of the ancients^ so frequently exerted also i;n 
our own times^ which ought not to be lost from the 
notice of the multitude. It is not. yet two years 
since this Memorial was founded at Hippo, and tho' 
I am certain that no account was taken of many of 
the miracles, yet at the time when I wrote this, the 
number of certificates publicly made amounted to 
near seventy i but at Calama, where . the Memorial 
is of jlomgeor standing, and certificates more fre* 
queatiy taken, they reach to a far greater numb^. < 
^'At UsKJie also, we know many eminent mi*^ 
raoles wrovight by the same Martyr; whose Me* 
monal was instituted there by their Bishop Evodiua, 
much earlier than with us. But it is not. the custom 
with them to take certificates, or it was not nather, 
because now it is probably begun. For when I 
was lately there, I exhorted Petroma, a celebrated 
Matron, jwho' had been miraculously cured of a great 
and lingeringdllness, in which the ^phyaiciana were 
ndt able to help hery to get a certificate dmwn of. the 
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case, and read publicly to the people; to whicli, by 
the advice also of the said Bishop of the place, she 
irilUngly consented, and inserted in it another mi- 
racle, which, notwithstanding the hast that I am 
in to put an end to this work, I cannot forbear relat- 
ing, &c/^ 

I have dwelt the longer on these miracles than the 
importance of them perhaps may be thought to re- 
quire ; but they are so precisely described and au- 
thentically attested by one of the most venerable 
Fathers in all antiquity, who affirms them to have 
been wrought within his own knowledge, and under 
his own eyes, that they seem of all others the best 
adapted to evince the truth of what I have been ad- 
vancing, and to illustrate the real character of all 
the other miracles of the primitive times, both before 
and after them. Dr. Chapman^ however, speaking 
of the very same miracles, roundly declares them all 
to be so strongly attestedy both by the effects and the 
relators of them, that to doubt their reality, were to 
doubt the evidence of sense. On these then I am con- 
tent to rest the fate of my whole argument ; and if 
either Dr. Chapman or Dr. Berriman cbxl maintain 
these miracles to be credible, shall no longer dispute 
the credibility of any, from the apostolic times down 
to our own. But, on the other hand, if miracles so 
strictly examined by a most holy Bishop, confirmed 
by the certificates of eye-witnesses, and rehearsed 
publicly to the people, at the time when they are 
said to have been wrought cannot command our be- 
lief, these doctors must needs confess, nay, they have 
already confessed, that the Christian Church can shew 
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no other^ except those of Christ and his Apostles^ 
which can make any better pretensions to it. 

For not to insist on the objections which might 
reasonably be made to the probability of the facts 
themselves ; to the incompetency of the instruments 
by which, and of the ends for which, they are said 
to have been performed ; to the creduUty of a preju- 
diced, or the fidelity rather of an artfuU and inte- 
rested relator; it seems evident, from the neglect 
with which they were treated by the Christians them- 
selves ; from the obscurity in which they lay ; from 
the diligence of St. Austin to search them out ; to get 
certificates of them, and to publish them to the peo- 
ple; and firom the insufficiency of all his pains to make 
them still regarded or at all remembered ; that the 
people themselves saw or suspected the cheat, and 
were tired with the repeated frauds of this kind which 
their Bishops were imposing upon them. For it is 
not possible to conceive any other reason of so sur- 
prizing a coldness, in a case of all others the most 
warming, but a general persuasion, grounded on ex- 
perience, that these pretended miracles were nothing 
else but forgeries, contrived to enforce some favorite 
doctrine or rite, which the rulers of the Church were 
desirous to establish. 

Yet these are not the stories which chiefly shock 
Mr. Dodwell, and oblige him to reject the miracles 
of the fourth century ; but others still more extrava- 
gant, tho' attested likewise by persons of equal emi- 
nence and authority ; by St. Athanasms, St. Gregory 
oiNyssa, St t Jcrow, ^t. Epiphamua, &c. Of which. 



112 

therefore^ it will be necessary to add a specimen or 
two from each of those Fathers. 

St. Athanasiua, in the Preface to his Life of St. 
Antony the Monk^ declares^ " that he had inserted 
nothing in it^ but what he either knew to be true^ 
having often seen the saint himself; or what he had 
learnt £rom one who had long ministered to him^ 
and poured water upon his hands/' In this life then, 
after a great number of monstrous stories concerning 
the personal conflicts which this Saint continually 
sustained with all the several Devils and powers of 
hell; who assaulted him in every shape which could 
imprint terror, and exerted every art and even cor- 
poral punishments to drive him from the monastic 
life, which threatened the speedy ruin of their king- 
dom, he tells us ; " that somebody knocking one day 
at his cell, Antony went to the door, where he saw a 
tall meagre person, who being asked his name, an- 
swered, that he was Satan. His business, it seems, 
was, to beg a truce of the Saint, and to expostulate 
with him on account of the perpetual reproaches and 
curses which the Monks so undeservedly bestowed 
upon him^ when he was no longer in condition to 
give them any trouble : for since the desert was now 
filled with Monks, and the Christians spread into all 
places, he was disarmed of all power to do them any 
mischief: so that the Christians had nothing more to 
do but to take care of themselves, and to forbear 
thdr needless curses against him/' The rest of this 
piece is filled with many other miracles of the same 
stamp; too.trifling to deserve any regard. 
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St. Gregory of Nyssa, in the life of liis namesakfe; 
called the wonder-worker, has this story; *^that the 
Virffin Mary, accompanied by St. John the Evange- 
list, appeared to Gregory in a vision, and explaned id 
him the mystery of Grodliness, in a short dreed ot 
divine snmmary of faith, which he took down in' 
writing as they dictated it to him, and left the copy 
of it a legacy to the Chnrch of NeoctBsarea, of which 
he was Bishop : and if any one, says he, has a mind 
to be satisfied of the truth of this, let him' inquire 6f 
that Church, in which the very words, as they ^te' 
written by his blessed hand, are preserved to this 
day : which, for the excellency of the divine grat^e, 
may be compared with those tables of the law" niadii ' 
by Qt)d and delivered to Moses, ^^ 

Dr. Waterland has given us a translation of this' 
creed, and Dr. Berriman, an abstract of it; whidh id' 
as express as possible, they say, for the doctHne of the 
Trinity, as it was taught afterwards ^'Athanasius.' 
They both however intimate, that the genuineness' 
of the creed had been called in qusestion', the* vfitt-'' 
out any suflScient cause. Yet the learned' Cave, who 
for zeal and orthodoxy, and facility of believing, thli 
scarce inferior to any, declares, that notmth^tandinp 
the authority of Gregory Nyssen, who was apt to be 
too credulous, this short eosposition of tkd Christian 
faith will hardly find credit tvith prudent and sensible 
men. But whatever may be aUedged to persuade us, 
that this creed was actually professed and taught by 
Gregory, in his Church of Neocasarea, yet no man 
surely but Dr. Berriman could have any scruple to 
own, that the story of the vision, and of it's delivery 
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to him from heaven, was a forgery, contrived to sup- 
port the Athanasian doctrine, at a time when it was 
warmly controverted, and in danger of being sup- 
pressed. But as the revelation of it, if admitted to 
be true, would put an end at once to all dispute, and 
give a divine sanction to the doctrine itself, so the 
doctor seems resolved not to part with it : for in his 
Historical Account of the TYinitarian Controversy^ 
speaking on this very point, he says; ^' there are 
many arguments to convince us of the genuineness 
and authority of this Creed of St. Gregory ; I do not 
mean of it^s being taught him by revelation, (th& 
that may be well attested too, and mil not seem in- 
credible to those who shall consider how highly this 
great person was distinguished by the charismata, or 
extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost,) but I mean, 
as to the certainty of it's having been taught by St. 
Gregory, ^^ &c. From which we see, that tho' his sole 
business in this place was to prove the creed to have 
been really Gregory's, yet he could not forbear to ac- 
quaint us, that, if there was occasion, he could prove 
the revelation also to be genuin: since it cannot entier 
into his head how any one should think it incredible, 
that in those miraculous ages a person of Gregory's 
exalted character might be favored with a visit from 
heaven, by the Virgin Mary and St, John the 
Apostle. 

The same Gregory ofNyssa relates likewise, "how 
his namesake, being upon a journey, was forced one 
night to take shelter in an heathen temple, famed 
for an oracle and divination; where the Daemons 
used to appear visibly and offer themselves to the 
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priests. But the holy Father^ by invoking the name 
of Jesus f pnt them all to flight ; and by making the 
sign of the cross^ purified the air^ polluted by the 
steam of their sacrifices. The next morning, when 
the Priest came to perform his usual functions^ the 
Devils appeared^ and acquainted him that they had 
been driven out the night before by a stranger^ and 
had not the power to return : nor was he able to re* 
call them by all the charms of his expiatory sacri* 
fices. Upon this, the Priest pursued Gregory in 
great wrath, and overtaking him on the road, threat- 
ened him most terribly for what he had done. But 
Gregory, despising his threats, gave him to under- 
stand that he had a power superior to that of Devils, 
and could drive them whithersoever he pleased. The 
Priest, amazed at what he said, began to beg,^ that 
for a proof of his power he would fetch them back 
again intd the temple ] to which Gregory consenting, 
wrote this short note onely upon a schedule of paper, 
Gregory to Satan. Enter. With this, the Priest was 
dismissed; and laying the little schedule upon the 
altar, brought the Devils back again immediately to 
their old seats.'' The miracle however had the good 
effect of converting the Pagan Priest. 

I have already given a passage from the Life of 
St. HUarion the Monk, written by St. Jerom, as a 
specimen of the fidelity of the writer. But for a 
proof of the fabulous genius of the fourth century, 
Mr. Dodwell refers us to another Life of the Hermit 
Paul, compiled by the same Father, which is filled 
with stories still more monstrous; ^^of Satyrs and 
Fauns presenting themselves to the Hermit, and 
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confesaiiig their own mortality^ and the folly of the 
Gentiles in paying them any worship^ and begging 
his recommendation of them to their common Lord^ 
who came to save the world; of a raven bringing 
half a loaf for sixty years successively to the Hermit, 
for his dayly food in the wilderness; and then a 
whole loaf, when St. Antony came to visit him : of 
two lions coming to assist Antony in the burial of 
Paul, by digging a grave for him with their feet, 
and then departing with the blessing of Antony/^ 

St. Epiphankis, Bishop of Salamis in Cyprus, who 
is said to have wrought miracles himself, both in his 
life-'time and after it, affirms several false and absurd 
miracles from his own knowledge, which his advo- 
cates gently pass over by remarking onely, that this 
most holy Father was too credulous, or not so accurate, 
as we could wish. He declares, '^ that in imitation 
of our Saviour^s miracle at Cana in GalUee, several 
founi^ns and rivers in his days were annually turned 
into wine. A fountain of Cibyra, a City of Caria, 
sa}^ he, and another at Gerasa in Arabia, prove the 
truth of this. I myself have drunk out of the 
fountain of Cibyra, and my brethren, out of the 
other at Gerasa ; and many testify the same thing 
of the river Nile in Mgypt!^ Should we then be 
asked here, as we were before in a similar case, %o%fl 
ye not believe a most holy Bishop, in a fact attested 
by his own senses? the answer is clear and short, 
the fact is not credible, 

St. Chrysostom, celebrating the acts of the Martyr 
St. Babylas, Bishop of Antioch, says, ^' the Gentiles 
will laugh to hear me talk of the acts of persons 
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dead and buried^ and consumed to dust ; but they 
are not to imagine^ that the bodies of Martyrs, like 
to those of common men^ are left destitute of all 
active force and energy^ since a greater power than 
that of the human soul is superadded to them, the 
power of the Holy Spirit ; which, by working mira- 
cles in them, demonstrates the truth of the resurrec- 
tion/^ He then procedes to inform us, " how the 
remains of this Martyr were removed by a certain 
Emperor, out of the City of Antioch, into a suburb 
of it, called Daphne^ famous for the delights, of it^s 
situation, and the variety of pleasures which it af* 
forded to it^s inhabitants, as well as for a celebrated 
Temple and Oracle of Apollo Daphnem ; to which 
the body of the Saint was thought proper to be 
removed, for the sake of giving some check to the 
lewdness and licentiousness that reigned in the place« 
The coffin therefore was no sooner deposited in a 
chappel provided for it, than the Oracle of Apollo 
was struck dumb at once ; so that when Jtiian the 
Apostate came afterwards to consult it, he could 
receive no other answer from Apollo^ bid that tha 
dead would not mffer him to speak any longer. Wheccr^ 
fore Julian commanded the bones of St. Babylas to 
be conveyed back again into Antioch; but in the 
very moment when they entered into the City, the 
Statue of the Grod and the roof of his Temple were 
destroyed by lightning, upon the intercession of the 
Saint.'^ St. Chrysostom employs an intire Homily> 
and a larger discourse, which follows it, in hamn- 
guing on this same subject of Babylas, and on the 
blessings and dayly miracles wrought by the reUques 
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of the Martyrs to the edification of the Church and 
the confoaion of unbelievers. Yet his History of 
this Saint is so evidently fabulous and romantic^ that 
the Benedictin Monks, who published the last and 
best edition of his works, found it necessary to ad- 
monish the reader, that it is written in a declamatory 
stile, overflowing tvith rhetorical figures, and for the 
most part destitute of truth. In which those learned 
Papists have shewn more candor as well as judge- 
ment than our Protestant Doctor Cave; who, in his 
Life of the same Babylas, after relating the parti- 
cular story just described, which he calls one of the 
most memorable occurrences that Church antiquity has 
conveyed to us, adds the following attestation to it. 
^^ The reader ^tis Hke may be apt to scruple this 

^. «, »«,.™g . Ihfle of '.p»ito., J^^ 
too much honor to the reliques of saints. To which 
I shall say no more than that the credit of it seems 
unqusestionable ; it being repoirted not onely by 
Socrates, Sozomen, and T%eodorety who all lived very 
near that time, but by Ckrysostom, who was bom at 
Andioch, and was a long time Presbyter of that 
Church, and was scholar there to Libamus the 
Sophist at the very time when the thing was done, 
and an eye-witness of it ; and who not onely pi*eached 
the thing, but wrote a discourse against the Gentiles 
on this very subject, where he appeak to the know- 
ledge both of young and old then ahve, who had 
seen it, and challenges them to stand up and con- 
tradict, if they could, the truth of what he had 
related. Nay, which farther puts the case past all 
peradventure, lAbanius the Orator evidently confesses 
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it/' &c. Whereas all vhich that Orator confesses, 
and which the Benedictins allow to be well grounded 
in the whole relation, is, that the reliques of Babylaa 
were carried back again, by Julianas order, out of 
Dcgphne into the City, and that the Temple of the 
Daphnean Apollo was soon after destroyed in the 
night by fire ; which the Christians declared to have 
been sent from heaven by the power of the Saint, 
and the Heathens ascribed to the revenge and con- 
trivance of the Christians. 

A Popish writer, with whom I have been engaged, 
in order to reprove my raillery on their fictitious 
saints and image-worship, has alledged also a most 
notable miracle, firom this fourth century; which I 
shall here add to the specimens already given. 

^^ When Julian the Jpostate was pursuing his 
PerHan expedition, and at the very time when he 
is supposed to }iave been destroyed by the immediate 
hand of God, the Great St. Basil was standing before 
the Image qf the Blessed Virgin, on which there was 
painted likewise the figure of St. Mercurim, an emi- 
nent Martyr: and while St. Basil was fervently 
praying that the impious and atheistical Jidian 
might be cut off, he received this revelation from 
the picture; out of which the figure of the Martyr 
quite vanished for a little while, but presently ap- 
peared again and held out a bloody spear , as a token 
of what had happened in the same moment to JulianJ" 

But Julian's death was foretold likewise by visions 
and divine revelations, as the Ecclesiastical writers 
inform us, to several other Saints and holy men, in 
different parts of the world, who were severally 



120 

addressing their prayers to God for his destruction. 
Whence we cannot but observe^ what a total change 
there was^ both of principles and practice^ between 
the Fathers of the fourth and those of the preceding 
ages ; or between the Church when persecuted, and 
when established in power and authority. For in 
the earlier times, under the yery worst of the Heathen 
Emperors and the cruellest persecutors of the Church, 
when the Christians were treated every where, as 
traitors to the government, all their Apologists, 
through the three first centuries, declare with one 
voice, that they were obliged by the precepts of 
their religion to be of all men the most loyal to their 
Princes, and that it was their dayly practice to put 
up their united prayers for their prosperity. We 
pray, says Terttdlian, for every Emperor, thai he may 
have a long life, secure reign, a safe home, strong 
armies, faithfuU Senate, honest people, a quiet world, 
find whatsoever else, man, or Casar himself can wish. 
Yet after the Church had gained a firm establish- 
ment, it^s temper was quite altered, and the Em- 
perors no sooner began to give them any disturbance 
than their prayers were turned into curses, and the 
divine vengeance confessedly implored to destroy 
them. So true it is, what all the Popish writers 
have not scrupled to affirm, from Pope Gregory the 
Great down to Cardinal Bellarmine, that it was not 
the want of unll but of the power onely to rebel, 
which made the primitive Christians so patient tmder 
the persecuting Emperors, and particularly under 
Julian, because the Church had not yet acquired 
strength enough to controul the Princes of the earth. 
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Now it is agreed by all, that these Fathers whose 
testimonies I have just been reciting, were the most 
eminent lights of the fonrth Century ; all of them 
sainted by the Catholic Church, and highly re- 
verenced at this day in all Churches, for their piety, 
probity, and learning: yet from the specimens of 
them above given, it is evident that they wonld not 
scruple to propagate any fiction, how gross soever, 
which served to promote the interest either of Chris- 
tianity in general, or of any particular rite or doctrine 
which they were desirous to recommend. St. Jerom 
in effect confesses it ; for after the mention of a silly 
story, eonceming the Christians of Jerusalem, who 
used to shew, in the ruins of the Temple, certain 
stones of a reddish cohr, which they pretended to 
have been stained by the blood of Zacharias- the Son 
ofBarachias, who was slain between the Temple and 
the AUar, he adds, but I do not find fault with an 
error, which flows from an hatred of the Jews and a 
pious zeal for the Christian faith. 

If the miracles then of the fourth century, so 
solemnly attested by the most celebrated and revered 
Fathers of the Church, are to be rejected after all 
as fabulous, it must needs give a fatal blow to the 
credit of all the miracles even of the preceding cen- 
turies ; since there is not a single Father whom I 
have mentioned in this fourth age, who for zeal and 
piety, may not be compared with the best of the 
more ancient, and for knowledge and learning be 
preferred to them all. For instance, there was not 
a person in all the primitive Chnrch, more highly 
respected in his own days, than St. Epiphanius, for 

F 
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tl^e purity of his life^ as well as the extent of liis 
learning. . He was a Master of five Umguege$y and 
has left behind him one of the most usdfull works^ 
which remain to us from antiquity. St. Jerom, who 
personally knew him, calls him, the Father of all 
Bis?iop8j and a shining Star among them ; the. pat^ 
tern of ancient sanctUy ; the man of God of blessed 
mem^ory; to whom the people used to flock in croude, 
offering their little children to hie benediction ; Jdaring 
his feet ; and catching the hem of his garment. 

All the rest were men of the same character, who 
spent their lives and studies in propagating the faith, 
and in combating the vices and heresies of their 
times. Yet none of them have scrupled, we see, to 
pledge their faith for the truth of facts which no 
man of sense can believe, and which their warmest 
admirers are forced to give up as fabulous. If such 
persons then could willfully attempt to deceive; and 
if the sanctity of their characters cannot assure us 
of their fidelity ; what better security can we have 
from those, who lived before them? or what cure 
for our Scepticism with regard to any of the mimele^ 
above mentioned ? Was the first Assertor of them, 
Jmiin Martyr, more pious, cautious, learned,' judi*«' 
cious, or less credulous than Epiphanius ? or were 
those virtues more conspicuous in Irenam, T^tuOkaii 
Cyprian, Amobitts, and Lactantius, than in Aiha- 
nasius, Gregory , Chry^ostom, Jerom, Austin? No. 
body, I dare say, will venture to affirm it. If these 
later Fathers then, biassed by a false zeal or interest, 
could be tempted to propagate a known lie j c»r wijkh 
all their learning and knowledge, could be so weakly 
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crednlotis^ as to befieve the absurd stories^ which 
they themselves attest ; there must always be reason 
to suspect^ that the same prejudices would operate 
even more strongly in the earlier Fathers ; prompted 
by the same zeal and the same interests^ yet indued 
with less learning, less judgement, and more cre- 
dulity. 

But whatever light the fourth Century may give 
us, in discovering the real character of the earlier 
ages, it affords us at least a sure presage, of what 
we are to expect from the fifth, into which we are 
now entering. Dr. Waterland himself allows, on 
the authority of Nazianzen, that the state of the 
Ckurch^ towards the end of the fourth century was 
became very corrupt: for that reason, as we have 
elsewhere seen, he durst not venture to appeal, in 
the case of it's miracles, to any of the celebrated 
Fathers above mentioned, as being evidently infected 
with that corruption. The learned Mosheim also, a 
foreign Divine, and zealous advocate of Christianity, 
who, by his writings against the Freethinkers, as 
Dr. Chapman tells us, has deserved the esteem of all 
good and learned men, intimates his fears, ^^that 
those, who search with any attention into the writ- 
ings of the greatest and most holy Doctors of the 
fourth century, will find them all without exception, 
disq[»08ed to deceive and to lie, whenever the interest 
of reUgion requires it.'' Since the degeneracy there- 
fore of this age has obliged the most devoted admirers 
of antiquity, not onely to suspect but to reject it's 
miracles as spurious, we cannot be at a loss what 
judgement we ought to form on the miracles of the 
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following age, whicli is allowed by all to have been 
still more corrupt. 

The succeding Fathers, howerer, go on still as 
before, to assert the same miraculous gifts, and even 
more of them to the fifth than to any of the preceding 
ages. Whence a certain infidel writer has taken 
occasion to censure the credit of Ecclesiastical His- 
tory as heing full of miracles, tvrouffht by such mad- 
men as Symeon Stylites, a Monk of the fifth century, 
who spent the greatest part of his Hfe on the top of 
a pillar, from which he drew his surname; and 
whose wonderfull acts are particularly related by 
Theodoret. Now whether this Symeon was a mad- 
man or not, the credit of Christianity is no way 
aflfected by it. The History of the Gospel, I hope 
may be true, though the History of the Church be 
fabulous. A.nd if the ecclesiastic Historians have 
recorded many silly fictions under the name of mira- 
cles, as they undoubtedly have, the blame must be 
charged to the writers, not to their religion. But 
the censure came from an Infidel, and for that 
reason, was at all events to be confuted; since to 
allow a grain of truth to one of that class, is to 
betray the cause of Christianity and to strengthen 
the hands of it^s enemies. 

This is the principle which generally animates 
the zeal, and glares through the writings of the 
modern advocates of our religion; and which in 
reality has done more hurt and discredit to it than 
all the attacks of it^s open adversaries : and it was 
the same principle without doubt that gave birth 
to the defence of Symeon Stylites, which Dr. Chap- 
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man, in his remarks on the Author referred to^ has 
thought fit to attempt in the following words : 

'^ I know our Author too well to take his judge- 
ment either of madness or sense. ^Tis more than 
probable, that it is madness with him to beUeve any 
miracles at all^ of any person, or at any time. So 
that we are not to wonder if Symeon and his miracles 
hare no sort of credit with him. For this reason I 
address myself here^ not to him^ but to those who 
distinguish between truth and imposture, between 
clear and indisputable evidence, and that which is 
dark and suspicious. The great Theodorety whose 
character for sense, learning, and piety, is abundantly 

with Symeon SiyUtes, was personally and intimately 
acquainted with him, conversed with him for many 
years together, and declares himself an eye-witness 
to the wonderfull things related of him. He has 
given us an account of a great part of his life, which 
he wrote while Symeon was yet alive, and appeals 
to all the world for the truth of what he says of him. 
He farther tells us that Symeon by his miracles con- 
verted many thousands of Pagans, especially the 
Ishmaeliies or Saracens, to the Christian religion; 
that he himself, at Symeon's desire, gave many of 
them the Sacerdotal benediction, and was in manifest 
danger of losing his life by the impatience and 
eagerness of the Barbarians to receive it from him. 
If we may not admit such evidence as this in proof 
of a matter of fact, I am afraid we must shake the 
evidence of all human testimony, and believe nothing 



126 

but what we see^ and feel, and know ourselTea. Nay 
farther, our Author cannot prore that there ev& 
existed such a man as Simeon StyiUeSy by better 
evid^siice/than that which I have produced to prove 
his J9ivwH»B." 

Qose we nee what a sort of character and language 
is pmpmdi for those who dare to reject the mxrackes 
of 9yipmm*y They must be men who know^not how 
to rdi^ikiffukh between truth and imposture', between 
indi^SP^tfxble and mspicioua evidence; who shake the 
cred^ of all. hwnan testhaumyy and bdieve nstiimg^ but 
tphftt tfieyeee themselves. And. all this assmrance is 
grpuijided on the isingle teitimony of ITieodaret^ to 
whom, in order to enhance his authority, he has 
added, aeciwding to his usual way, the title of the 
Great, But as the Doctor: has carried his defence of 
inonks and their miracles much farther than any 
other protestant, I believe, would venture to do> so 
it was natural to suspect that he had been drawn 
into it by some popish writer, of whom he had con- 
ceived a favorable opinion, and we find accordingly, 
that he has ^borrowed, not onely his notions, but his 
very expressions, from Mens. Titt&nont, who. talks: in 
the same pompous strain of Le Grand ITteodoret, 
whose evidence cannot be slighted, he says, witboutshak* 
ing the credit qf all human testimony. 

But let him borrow them firom whomaoer^ he 
pleases ; my business is, to inquire onely ^whetiiLer 
what he has borrowed and so peremptorily affimned 
be true, or credible, or fit for a protestant divine to 
impose upon the consci^ices of Christians. This 
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therefore is the point which I shall now procede to 
consider^ from the authority of those very testimonies 
to which he himself has referred us. 

We are told then by Theodoretj " that this Symeon 
spent the first part of his life in certain monasteries 
near Antioch, in Syrian mortifying his body by hor- 
rible austeries^ not onely beyond the rules of their 
ordinary discipline^ but above the force even of na- 
ture itself; till for his perseverance in these extrava- 
giuucies, contrary to the admonitions of his rulers^ 
he was turned out of the society^ as giving an exam- 
ple that might be dangerous or fatal to those who 
attempted to imitate it. Upon this he retired to a 
separate cave or hut^ where he took a £anoy^ after 
the example of Moses and EliaSy to keep a fast and 
total abstinence from food for forty intire days. But 
when another holy man^ called BassuSy represented 
to him the danger and even sin of an atteilipt which 
would probably destroy him^ he complied so far as to 
suffer ten loaves and a pitcher of water to be iin- 
mured with him in his cell^ with a promise to make 
use of them if he happened to want atiy refreshment. 
Bassus then closed up his door with mud^ and left 
him for fbrty days ; at the end of which he returned^ 
and dearing away the mud from the door^ found the 
ten loaves intire^ and the pitcher also full^ but 
Symeon stretched upon the ground^ quite spiritless 
and unable to speak or stir^ till by the care of his 
friend^ and the application of the symbols of the 
holy mysteries^ he was gradually restored to his 
strength and former health. From which time^ as 
Theodoret adds, he had then persevered twenty-eight 
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years in the same practice of fasting forty days- in 
each year. During the first part of which days he 
used constantly to stand : and when through want 
of nourishment he grew too weak to endni^e that 
posture^ he then began to sit ; but at the last^ was 
forced to lie down half dead a^d almost spent.*' 

His next whim was^ ^^to fix his perpetual station 
on the top of a pillar^ whose circumference was 
hardly of two cubits ; and after he had spent inanj 
years in that position^ like a statue upon it's pedes- 
tal^ on several different pillars, he mounted one at 
last thirty-six cubits high, and lived thirty years 
upon it ; being placed in the middle region, as it 
were, between heaven and earth; where he conversed 
with God, and glorified him with angels ; offering up 
for the men on earth his supplications to Ood, and 
drawing down £rom heaven the blessings of God 
upon men.'' But beclEtude these pillars allowed no 
other posture but that of standing, he contrived a 
method which enabled him to endure still the fatigue 
of his usual fasts. " For he got a beam fixed to the 
top of his pillar, to which he tied himsdlf, and by 
that support held out the whole forty days with- 
out changing his position; till being strengthened 
by heaven with a larger measure of grace, he no 
longer wanted that help, but stood all the time^ 
without tasting the least food, yet with ease and 
chearfulness." ^ 

The manner of passing his time on the pillar was 
this : ^^ all the nights and days also, till three in the 
afternoon, were spent by him in prayer, in which he 
used continual bowings of his body, and always 
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touched his very toes with his head. For this^ says 
Theodoret, was easy to him, because he made but 
one meal in the week, and that a very light one, so 
that his belly being generally empty, gave him no 
obstruction in bending his back. One of those who 
stood by, looking upon him with Theodoret, had 
the curiosity to count the number of his bowings, 
but when he had counted to twelve hundred and 
forty-four, he was tired and would count them no 
longer. On solemn festivals, he stood with his hands 
stretched oat towards heaven, from the setting of 
the sun to it's rising, without a wink of sleep the 
whole night. 
'^ Prom three in the afternoon it was his practice 
^ to preach and to give divine lectures, to answer all 
qusestions and petitions which were offered to him, 
to cure diseases and to compose differences ; but at 
sun-setting he began to converse again with God. 
He wrought innumerable miracles ; giving health to 
the sick, children to the barren, and dispensing sa- 
cred oil to those likewise who desired it.^' To many 
of which miracles Theodoret declares himself to have 
been au eye-witness, as weU as to his gift of pro- 
phecy, for he heard ^^ him foretell a famine and a 
pestilence, and an irruption of locusts, and the death 
of one of Theodovefs enemies fifteen days before it 
happened.^' One of the miracles which Theodoret 
saw, was this : ^^ an eminent Ishmaelite and believer 
in Christ, made a vow to God in the presence of 
Symeon that he would abstain from all animal, food 
during the rest of his life ; but being tempted after- 
wards to break his vow, he resolved to eat a fowl, 
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and' ordered it to be dressed for him aooordinglir; 
but <witen he sat down to eat^ he found tie flefih <tf it 
tnirned into stone. The barbarian^ amaied at this 
jiiiiuble^ xan away in all hast to the saint^ proclamang 
hk' secret crime to all peqple^ and imploitiig^ >tlie 
sldut^ by the omnipotence of his prayers, to release 
him • frbm the bond of this sin. There were many 
^e« witnesses of this miradie, who handled the^owi, 
aAd found the part ci it about the breast to be com«> 
ptumded of bone and of stone.'' 

By these miracles and austerities the dbme of 
Sftneon, as Theodoret says, was spread through- the 
whole world ; so that people of all nations and Ian* 
ga^es flocked to him in crouds frc»n the remotest 
parts, of the earth ; from S^ain and Oaul, and even 
BxUam itself; and his name was so celebrated at 
Bmne^ that the artificers of all lands had liUk images. 
c^ Mm placed in the entrance of thAr shops, as 
\aigucafd and security to them against aU sorts of 
viAschiief. 

'IBhis is the account in short of the Life of Siymaon 
StglUsB; the bare recital ci which, tho' attested by 
ten Theodorets, must needs expose the absurdity ^of 
bdie^ug that it could in any manner be suggested 
oi? directed by divine inspiration. Yet Dr. Chapman 
ccHaftends, that there is no better evidence for the very 
emstenee of Symeon, than we have for his miracles. 
By whiiDh he means, I suppose, that we have tiie 
same cfvidenoe for both ; the testimony of tiie same 
^Jieodoret, which he imagines to be as good ux the 
one ease as in the other : not reflecting that ^the same 
witness^ of whatever character he be, will necessarily 
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find a rery difiPereut degree of credit^ ftccording to 
tihe dfiEflSfereat natafe of the facta whieh he attests ; 
find tko^ credible in some^ may be justly contempti- 
Ueiia others. For example^ when we are told by 
IVieodor&t^ and after him by Evoffrim, that a cortaan 
monk called Symeon, who was personally known to 
thern^ took a fancy to live npon a pillar^ where he 
was! seen every day by many thousands ; we have no 
reason to doubt of it; the thing was notodoiis; and 
there were many such enthusiasts in the same age ; 
and every one of those thousands who saw him Were 
as good witnesses of it as Theoderet himself. But 
when we are told by the same writers that Sffmaon 
was inspired by Crod, and performed mamf ihvngs above 
the force of human nature ; this is a different ^»se^ 
which cannot command the same belief; being a 
matter of opinion, rather than of fact ; of which very 
few -could judge, fewer still be certain, and scarce 
one perhaps of all the thousands who saw him .could 
be a competent witness : while the character of . iSy- 
meon on the one side, and of Theodoret on the other, 
suggest many obvious reasons against the credibility 
of it. 

To IQiistrate this more clearly by a similar insttmce 
from profane history. Two classical writers of un- 
doubted credit, Suetonius and Tacitus^ have each 
written the life and acts of the Emperor Vespadan ; 
who alone, they say, qf all the Princes before him, 
was made a better man by his advancement to the 
Empire. But the same writers also dedare, that 
this good TSmpeatOTy by a tSvine admonition from the 
Ood SexApis, pubUdy restored a bHad man to his 
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sight, and a cripple to his limbs, in the view of the 
people qf Alexaadria ; and that many years after his 
death, when there was no reward or temptation for 
telling such a lie, several wUnesses were still living 
who had seen those miracles performed, and bo9fe tes- 
timony to the truth of them. Now it is certain^ that 
np body in any ^ age ever doubted of the existeoce of 
Vespasian, yet many probably in all^ and every single 
man in, the pres^it^ not onely doubt but reject the 
story of his miracles ; tho' these last be affirmed by 
the same writers who assure us of the first ; to 
whose authority still we pay all the regard that is 
due, by believing them in every thing that is credi- 
ble I in every thing of which they were competent 
ivitnesses; and charging the absurd and fabulous 
part to the superstition^ prejudices^ and false prin* 
ciples which prevailed in those ages. 

The case is the. same with Theodoret and all the 
Ecclesiastical Historians^ who have transmitted to 
us the lives and miracles of the Monks, and other 
pious men of their own times. We take their word 
as far as reason and religion will permit us, and 
ascribe the rest to the credulity, the prejudices, and 
erroneous principles, which infected all the writers 
of those days. The Romanists indeed roundly em- 
brace and espouse all the absurd and fictitious stories 
which they have delivered to us, and are under a 
necessity of doing so, since they teach the same 
corrupt doctrines, retain the same. superstitious rites, 
and exercise the. same usurped powers, for the sake 
of which those very stories were originally forged. 
But no Protestants, as far as I have observed, except 
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the two Doctors above mentioned, have ever at- 
tempted to defend either the miracles or the princi« 
plea of the fifth century ; but on the contrary, have 
constantly signified either their suspicion or ujkter 
contempt of them. 

. Mr. Dodwell, whose piety and zeal for the honor 
' of Christianity were as conspicuous as his learning, 
declares, " that nothing does so much discredit to 
the cause of miracles in general, among the Infidels 
and Atheists, as the impostures of the later ages ; 
meaning the fourth, fifth, and following centuries. 
These, says he, they oppose to the undoubted credit 
of the earlier ages, and because these false prodigies 
deceived the whole world, they infer, that the ancient 
ones likewise, tho^ false, might impose in the same 
manner upon the credulity of mankind.^' 

Dr. Cave, the large extent of whose faith shines 
through every page of his writings, -yet plainly inti- 
mates his suspicion of what Theodoret has attested 
concerning this very Symeon; for speaking of the 
amazing austerities which he practised, he adds, 
moreover f if the Greek tmters are to be regarded, he 
wrought innumerable miracles. 

Mr. Collier also, whose Ecclesiastical History 
shews, that miracles even of the grossest kind were 
of no hard digestion with him, could not yet digest 
these of our Symeon, but declares them to be wholly 
fabulous, and such as render the truth itself suspected. 

Dr. Hody, so highly esteemed for his critical and 
theological learning, observes, ^'that stories con*- 
ceming miracles are common to all the writers of 
lives, among the Christians of the middle ages, tho' 
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otherwiae good authors ; and that ihe pro&ssed Hia* 
tomns themselves^ as Theodoret and Mvagrim, MS 
full of relations^ which weife the result of a supeor* 
stitious piety. 

Since the most learned then as well as ortiiodox< of 
iHBr divinei^ and the most conversant also in Ecole*> 
Biastical antiquity^ have so strongly signified tfactr 
distrust both of the testimony of Theodoret and the 
pajrtieular aots of this Symeon, it is surprizing that 
Dr. Chapman should think it of service to Chris- 
tianity^ to lay so great a stress upon them, and in 
so peremptory a manner to vindicate the credit of 
miracles, whose sole tendency is to recommmid> as 
a peifect pattern of the Christian life> the most 
extravagant enthusiasm and contemptible supemti- 
lion that any age or history perhaps has ever pro- 
duced. For that this was really the case, is evident 
from the writings of Theodoret himself, whose life 
ci Symeon Stylites is a part onely of his religious 
Mstory, as it is called, filled with the Kves of thirty 
Monks, of the same class and character, distin- 
guished by their peculiar austerities, and vying with 
each other who could invent the modt whimsical 
^ai^hods and patnfiil arts of mortifying their bodies. 

On^ of these called Baradatua, contrived a sort of 
cage for his habitation, coarsely formed of lattice 
work, so wide and open as to expose him to all the 
inclemencies of the weather, and so low at the same 
time that it could not admit the ftiU height Of 14s 
body, but obliged him to stand aiwa/ys in the postwre 
of stooping, 

Andther oi them called Thalahus, of a very bulky 
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mxe^ soapended himself in the air^ in a cage of a 
different kind^ contrived by himself^ and made so 
loir end so strait also that it left him no more room 
than to sit with his head perpetually bent down be* 
ttaeen his knees; in which postnre he had spent ten 
years when Theodoret first saw him. Yet all these 
ridiculons whims and extravagancies are considered 
by Theodoret as the suggestions of the Holy Spirit, 
and divine inventions, to baffle the artifices of the 
Devil ; or so many ladders, as he tells us, by which 
they mounted up to heaven; and which were all 
confirmed by miracles as a proof of the divine ap- 
probation. 

These were the wonder-workers, and these the 
mirades of the fifth centnry ; the character of whieh 
Dr. Chtgman summs up to this effect in the following 
articles. 

1. That they were of a public nature, and per- 
formed in such a manner, as left no room for 
delusion. 

2. That they were attended with beneficial effbcta, 
which could not possibly have gained credit, unless 
the strongest evidence of sense had proved them to 
be true. 

3. That the end of them was not to ocmfirm any 
idle errors or superstitions, but purely to advance 
the glory of truth and virtue. 

4. That the accounts of them are given by men 
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of unquestionable integrity, piety, and learning, who 
were eye-witnesses of many of the facts, and declare 
in the most solemn manner that they knew them to 
be true. 

5. That they were far from being vain and unne- 
cessary, so as to render them doubtfull to after ages, 
but were attested by the strongest moral evidence, 
equal to that by which most of the ancient miracles 
are supported. 

6. That they ,are incapable of giving any coun- 
tenance to the fabulous pretences of the Papists; 
and that a Protestant of common capacity will dis- 
cern as much difference between them and the 
Popish* miracles, as between gold and brass, between 
light and darkness. 

> Yet from the short specimen of these miracles 
already given, and much more, &om a full list of 
them, which, if it were required, may hereafter be 
given, the very contrary character of them, I am 
persuaded, will appear to be the true one, to all. un- 
prejudiced readers, in every, one of those articles. 

1. That they were all of such a nature, and per- 
formed in such a manner, as would necessarily inject 
a suspicion of fraud and delusion. 

2. That the cures and beneficial effects of them, 
were either false, or imaginary, or accidental. 
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3. That they tend to coafirm the . idlest of all 
eiTora and aupentitious. 



r « 



4a, That the integrity of the witnesses is either 
highly questionable^ or their credality at least so 
gross, a& to render them unwoirthy of any credit. 

5, That they were not cmely vain asid unneces- 
sary, but generally speaking, so trifling ^qJso, as. to 
excite nothing but contempt. 
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And lastly, that the belief and defence of them, 
are the onely means in the world that can possibly 
support, pr that does in fact give any sort of oouur 
tenance, to the modern impostures in the Bomish 
Church. 

Then as to the Monks also, who are said to have 
wrought those miracles, the Doctor is not less zealous 
in defending and extolling all their extravagancies. 
He declares, " that they were intended for the best 
and most excellent purposes. That all the friends 
to Christianity must think, that in their voltmtary 
austerities, they shewed such prudence, virtue, and. 
greatness of mind, as deserve the highest encomiums 
of posterity. And that the ancient Monasteries were 
very different from the modem, quite remote from 
th& corruptions of Popery, and deserving the appro- 
bation of the strictest Protestants.^^ Yet for my 
own part, notwithstanding all his panegyric on those 
primitive Monks and monasteries, I shall not scruple 
to own, 1st, That I look upon the whole institution 
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of monkery^ from what age or what Saint soever it 
drew if s origin^ to be contrary not onely to tlie 
principles of the Gospel^ but to the interests of all 
ciwl society^ and the chi^ source of all the corrup- 
tions which have ever since infested the Christian 
Church. 2dly, That by all which I have ever read 
of the old^ and have seen of the modem Monks, 
I take the preference to be clearly due to the last, 
as having a more regular discipline^ more good 
learnings and less superstition among them than 
the first. 

B^ore we take leave of this subject, I shall just 
add a word or two concerning the character of 
Theodoret himself, to whose testimony Dr. CSugman 
pays so extraordinary a regard, and whose authority 
he declares to be decisive in the case before us. The 
learned Mons. Du Pin, in his account of him, ex* 
tracted &om his writings, says, " that he was bom 
B.t JMioeh, A.D. 3B6; that his birth was accom- 
panied by miracles, both before and after it, whidi 
he himself relates in his religious history : that, tf 
we may beUeve him, his mother was healed of an in* 
curable disease in her eye by one Pder a Monk; 
that upon the prayers of another Monk, called Jfo* 
cedonws, &od granted her to conceive a son, alflter 
thirteen years of barrenness, and to bring him safely 
into the world : that by the prayers of the first of 
those Monks, Peter, she was preserved also from 
death after her delivery ; and that her husband and 
her son had often felt the effects' of Peter^^yvttat 
and Banctity, and ware cured of thdr distem^era by 
touching onely his girdle.^^ 
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This account^ I say^ is drawn from Theodoret him- 
self; whence we leam^ that he was nursed and 
trained in all the bigottry and superstition with 
whidi l^t age abounded; taught from his very 
cradle to venerate Monks and their miracles ; and 
made to believe^ with the first knowledge which he 
reoeived^ that he owed his very existence to the 
efSc&crf of their prayers. He tells us^ ''^that his 
mo&er sent him once every week to beg the bless- 
ii^ of the Monk^ Peter; and that he went as often 
also to receive the instructions and benediction of 
the other Monk^ Macedbmus, who never failed to 
remind him of the great pains which it had cost to 
faring him into the worlds and how many nights he 
had spent in praying to Gt)d for nothing else but his 
birth/' And as TTieodoret is said to have been very 
tenacious of the principles which he had once im- 
bibed^ so it was his constant practice through his 
whole life to visit the cells and habitations of all the 
oddbrated Monks of those times^ with whose lives 
and -mixncles he has filled his religious history ; from 
which I diall here transcribe a story or two^ out of 
the great number which he has recorded^ of the 
same sort and of his own knowledge^ as a specimen 
footii of the judgement and the fidelity of the com- 
piler. 

In^ his life of the Monk, Peter ^ he declares, ^'that 
his very garments wrought wonders like to those of 
St. Pond; which I do not mention, says he, by way 
of hyperbole, but with the testimony of truth for 
what I am saying. For his girdle, made of coarse 
linnen, being very broad and long, he cut it into 
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two parts^ with the one of which he girded his own 
loins^ and mine with the other. This last my 
mother has often applied to me and to my father^ 
when we were sick, and driven away our distempers 
by it, and made use of it also herself, as a remedy 
for her own health. Many of our acquaintance, 
who knew this, frequently borrowed the girdle for 
the service of other sick people, and always found 
the same good effects of if s virtue ; till a certain 
person, who borrowed it, ungratefull to his bene- 
factors, never restored it, and so we were deprived, 
of the benefit of this gift." 

In the life of another Monk, called James^ he 
tells this story, '' that the reliques of some of the 
ancient Patriarchal Prophets, and Apostles, were 
brought to him in a chest from Phamcia and Palas- 
tine, and received by a public procession of all the 
orders of the Clergy and the Layety. But the 
Monk James did not think fit to assist at this solem- 
nity, having conceived some doubts, it seems, whether 
the reliques, said to be John Baptisfs, were really 
so or not. Upon which, in the night following, as 
he was praying, there appeared to him a certain per- 
son cloathed in white, and demanded of him, why 
he did not come out to meet them ? and when Jamea 
asked who they were of whom he spake ; he replied, 
those who came the other day from Phanicia and 
Palestine. The next night also the same person 
appeared to him again ; and in order to remove aQ 
his scruples, brought along with him St.- Jokn Bap^ 
tist and the Patriarch Joseph, who were severaUy 
presented to him, and held discourse with him on 
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the subject of their reliques/' With these stories, 
I shall leave it to the reader to determine, whether 
a writer of this turn and character can reasonably 
be thought unprejudiced, and of an authority un- 
contestable, or worthy ipdeed of any credit at all, 
where the honor of Monks, and the reality of their 
miracles are the points in qusestion. 

The same Mons. Du Pin, after he has given us an 
abstract of Theodoret's religi(ms History, adds the 
following reflection : " this History contains many 
things remarkable concerning the discipline of this 
time. By it we see that great honor was given to 
the Saints; that they were invoked; that men ex- 
pected to be helped by their prayers; that their 
reliques were sought after with great earnestness; 
that people believed very easily in them ; attributed 
great virtue and many miracles to them ; and were 
verv credulous, &c/^ But tho' the whole turn 
and purpose of Theodorefs sacred History tends to 
strengthen the interest of the Bomish, and to hurt 
the credit of the Protestant cause, by celebrating 
the forged miracles of Monks, and Saints, and reliques, 
and holy water, and sacred oil, it is curious to ob- 
serve with what a different temper the popish writer, 
Mons. Du Pin, and the protestant writer. Dr. Chap- 
man, have each expressed themselves on the subject 
of his testimony. The papist^ candidly imitating 
his doubts, says, if we may believe Theodoret, such 
and such miracles were performed. The protestant 
OH' the contrary, contemning all doubts, declares, 
that we must believe him, that his evidence is uncon- 
testable, that to refect it is to destroy the faith of history. 
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The fortunes of these two writers were as differe&t 
also as their prindples: the candor of the Papist: 
being . thought too favourable to Protestantism^ was 
censored and disgraced by the Popish Bishops; the 
zeal of the Protestant^ tending directly to Pc^ry^ 
was extolled and rewarded by the Protestant Bishops. 

We have dwelt already so long on the mirades of 
the fifth century, that it must be needless to examine 
the particular merit of that mirade which Dr. jBem- 
nmn has so accurately defended. I shall employ 
therefore but a very few words upon it. The story 
is this : '' Hunneric the Vandal, a Christian Prince of 
the Arian heresy, in his persecution of the orthod(»: 
party in Africa, ordered the tongues of a certain 
society of them to be cut out to the roots ; but by 
a surprizing instance of God's good Providence, they 
were enabled to speak articulately and distinctly 
without their tongues ; and so continuing to make 
open profession of the same doctrine, they became 
not ouely the preachers, but liying witnesses of if s 
truth, and a perpetual rebuke to the Arian fftction/^ 
This miracle is attested by several contemporaiy 
writerjs, who affirm that they had seen and heard 
some of those Confessors speaking distinctfy, qfter 
they had lost their tfmgues. 

Now it may not improbably be supposed on this 
occasion, that tho' their tongues were ordered to be 
cut out to the roots, and are said to have been so 
cut, yet the sentence might not be so strictly exe- 
cuted, as not to leave in some of them sudi a share 
of that organ, as was sufficient, in a tolerable degree, 
for the use of speech. It is remarkable also, that 
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tvro of this company are said to have utterly lost the 
faenlty of speakings who had been deprived perhaps 
of their entire tongues : for tho' this be ascribed to 
the peculiar judgement of God^ for a punishment of 
the immoralities^ of which they were afterwards 
guilty^ yet that seems to be a forced and improbable 
solution of the matter. We are told likewise^ that 
another of these Confessors who had been dumb from 
his bhih, yet by losing his tongue with the rest, ac^ 
quired olso the use qf speech: which is a circumstance 
so singular and extracwdinary^ that it carries with it 
a suspicion of art and contrivance^ to enhance the 
luster of the miracle. 

But to come still more close to the point. If we 
should allow after all^ that the tongues of these con- 
fessors were cut away to the very roots ; what will 
the learned doctor say, if this boasted miracle, which 
he so strenuously defends, should be found at last to 
be no miracle at all ? The tongue indeed has gene- 
rally been considered as absolutely necessary to the 
use of speech : so that to hear men talk without it, 
might easily pass for a miracle in that credulous age; 
especially when it gave so illustrious a confirmation 
to the orthodox £Edth, and so signal an overthrow to 
the Arian heresy. Yet the opportunities of examin- 
ing the truth of the case by experiment have been so 
rare in the world, that there was always room to 
doubt whether there was any thing miraculous in it 
or not. But we have an instance in the present 
century, indisputably attested, and published about 
thirty years ago, which clears up all our doubts, and 
intirely decides the qusestion. I mean the case of a 
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ffirl bfum tdithmt atmgitey whd y^'tAlk^im dtMmiy 
and eoBily ns'ifshe hM enjoyed ih&^HlmneJHi^tlkat 
orffofi : a paptieuiftr aceouiit ^f mhidkm gr^to-inaliie 
MefmireB of 'ike Amdemyof^eience^ at'Pu^ diiM^ii 
up 'b^r tin eminent physician <wlio faaA^oafcAiUy-^dSa- 
'fl^iii^^be'moiith of the girl smd all tke>#QfiMd'p4^8 
of It, in oi^er to' discover by what meanb hcs^^sgineh 
wasT^peMmned without the help of a toBfilft) -^wlrich 
^he ha^ttere explaned with great ASk and aeeiaMy. 
^li the fiailiie aeconnt he refers us.]ik»wise to^iidoliier 
' iti^tahce, pubK^hed about eighty years before B)^ a 
mrffetm of Saumur, of a boy, wh» <d the 4tff0 (tf'^'^t^t 
or T/fitneyeHTBy lost his tongue by a gaingfentoKH ifter, 
occa^ned by the smallpox, yet retained ike filcMgi^oJ 
spedtfU^ff, in the same manner as the gid. .u 

' Let 6ur Doctor then defend this milraole-wllilr^ 
the powi^r of Ms seal and learning : let him ui^<ittie 
' testimonies of senators, chancellors, Ushcps^ ■ mih^ 
* bishops; and popes; of persons, who had Uno nmch 
'^Ua^im^aiudjudgerifievU, he says, to be^de^Sbeskit^o 
imporMit Bfact, thx/ they Hved an h$md/ted %femi^0^r 
AP^-^ti/Bi^aS also 'oi Gaza, who opemd iktit^ntry 
' '?n9Uths, fk he tellls us, io make- Ids obstrvaiid^s ^^h 
' ifi&re at&^iness. Yet the humble testisaimy ^ blMfris 
sin^kP^ physician, grounded on real expetinieaKt^iwll 
' otei^t«r£i at onee tJi his pompous' liit'of ^pilflnltau- 
'tlMitite, and convince every omn^j^iidgeiKeaiNlKLt 
thtt^ pretended uriraele, like att^ the otter fielieiis 
wMeir'hate been imposed 'Off^KthB werid^!iiiid«ivftkat 
character, owed it^s whdto ci«dit toettp iga niaj iae i of 
, tlleT)o^eiNr*o^ nature* "%-; \ y^'Uih ,w 

'• * In shlEM*t, 'HAien'^e »eflBetil)iiJ&e cectuptuMidMage- 
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nevate state of the Church in the end of tiie fonrth 
eentorj^ allowed by the most diligent inquirers into 
antiquity^ and that this age was the pattern to all 
that succeded it, in which the same oorruptions were 
not onely practised, but agreeably to the nature of 
all corruption, carried still to a greater excess, and 
inpfored from bad to worse down to the time of the 
reformation ; we may safely conclude, without weigh- 
ing the particular scruples which may ariae upon 
each single miracle, that they were all, in the gross, 
of the same class and species, — the mere effects of 
firaud and imposture. For we can hardly dip into 
any part of ecclesiastical history, of what age socTer, 
witiiOQt being shocked by the attestation of several, 
which from the mere incredibility of them appear at 
first sight to be fabulous. This is confemmA on all 
sides, even by the warmest defenders of the primitive 
Fathers, and cannot be accounted for in any other 
way than by ascribing it to the experience which 
those Fathers, had of the blind credulity and super- 
station of the i^s in which they lived, and which 
iiad been trained by them to consider the tntpomM- 
Ufy qf a thing a» an argumefU for the beUrf ef it. 
But in whatever light we contemplate these stories, 
whether as believed, or as forged by them, ex as af- 
firmed 4>nely and not believed, it necessarily destroys 
their credit in all other miraculous relations whatso- 
ever. Yet it is sttrprking to see with what ease the 
advocates of these miracles overlook and contemn all 
reieetions of tiiis kind, and think it sufficient to tell 
us, tihat the FeUherSy tha' honest ^ were aft to he wr}f 
ereduUmi: kft with tinese disputants, credulity it 

G 
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seems, how gross soever, oasts not the least slur 
upon their testimony ; which in all cases, where it 
does not confute itself by if s own extravagance, they 
maintain to be convincing and decisive, and superior 
to all suspicion. Whereas the sole inference which 
reason would teach us to draw from an attestation of 
miracles so conspicuously fabulous, is, that the same 
witnesses are not to be trusted in any; as being 
either incapable from a weakness of judgement of 
discerning the truth and probability of things, or de- 
termined by craft and firaud to defend every thing 
that was usefull to them. In a word ; in all inquiries 
of this nature we may take it for a certain rule, that 
those who are conscious of the power of working true 
miracles, can never be tempted either to invent, or 
to propagate, any which are false ; becfuise the de« 
tection of any one would taint the credit of all the 
rest, and defeat the end proposed by them. Sut 
impostors are naturaJly drawn, by a long course of 
success, into a security which puts them off their 
guard, and tempts them gradually, out of mere wan- 
tonness and contempt of those whom they had so 
frequently deluded, to stretch their frauds beyond 
the bounds of probability, till by repeated acts of 
this kind they tire the patience of the most credu- 
lous, and expose their tricks to the scorn even of the 
populace. 

I have now thrown together all which I had C(d* 
lected for the support of my argument, or as much 
at least as I thought sufficient to illustrate the real 
state of the primitive miracles : and if we cast up 
the summ of all that boasted evidence, which the 
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unanimUy of the Fathers, the tradition of the Catholic 
Church, and the faith of history, have prodnced at 
last on the other side^ towards the confirmation of 
the said miracles^ we shall find the whole to amount 
in reality to no proof at all. For to run over them 
all again in short : 

The gift of raisinff the dead is affirmed onely by 
the single authority of Irenaus, Bishop of Lyons; 
and was either not known, or not believed at least, 
in the very same age, by another Bishop, full as ve- 
nerable, Theophilus of Antioch, The gift of tongties, 
which rests likewise on the single testimony of the 
same Irenaus, is confuted even by himself, who com- 
plains of his own want of it in the very work of pro- 
pagating the Gospel. The gift of expounding the 
Scriptures, which is reckoned commonly with the 
rest, and clamed in particular by Justin Martyr, is 
allowed to have had no subsistence at all in any age, 
or any writer of the primitive Church. The gift of 
casting out Devils, the most celebrated of them all, 
is reduced to nothing, by the accounts even of the 
ancients themselves, which plainly testify that it had 
no effect in many cases, and could not work a per- 
fect core in any. And as to other diseases, where oil 
especiaUy was applied, they might probably enough 
be cured without a miracle ; or by the same arts with 
which the same cures were performed among the 
heathens : which, tho^ the undoubted effects of fraud, 
were yet managed so dexterously, as to be constantly 
ascribed by the Christians to the power of Dsemons. 
Lastly, the gift of prophetic visions and trances, was 
of a kind which could not easily be proved to the sa- 

g2 
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ttrfacttffel'of any ; was of no semce'tberefa^'W*t!lfe 
pf'ol^aktioiL 0^ the Gospel/ or'the conVlbtforibriilii^' 
Mfefei'iy^bfetiig'^'holljr exercised among tKe'ChW^^ 
tians ^feihsfelres^ krid' owing If s chief cir^flit td hfef gi: 
tifcs'and'^BShu&iastsi and always suspfected'fcjr lihef 
soher ' and' "judicious : so that after florishing for a 
while itirough a visionary generation or two, it pre- 
sently after fell into utter contempt. 

This then being the real state of the miracles of 
the primitive Church, I freely commit them once 
mor^ to i\ie' Chapmans, the Berrimans, and the Si?e^- 
binff's^ jtb ' defend and enjoy them as much as they 
pKease ; feappy without doubt, in this sceptical age, 
to find themselves blessed with that heroic faith 
which can remove mountains, and beat down every 
obstacle which sense, or reason, or fact can possit)ly 
oppose to it. Dr. Chapman has declared beforehand, 
that whenever my larger work should appear j the pri- 
mitive Titters would finJd greater friends to their me- 
mory, ana abler advocates to their came, than I would 
wish io exist , That time is now come, and those 
abler advocates expected ; tj^ let them appear wjien 
ftey will, 1 am so far from grudging their lielp to 
ihe ' jPathei;s, that' I wish them the ablest whiSi Po- 
pery itself can atford : for Protestantism, I am sure, 
can subply none whom they would chuse to retain in 
/their c^use ;* none who can defend them, without 
contradicting their own profession, and discn^acihs 
'^}s^;<L^l^i or produce anythin-g Wt^Ut 
(leserves to be'lauglied at, rather than anawerfedr i 
■^u8t;iiowey^r except one/ '^Bo acts Indeed with a 
better 'grace and more consistency: for when 1 6ad 



149 

tj^fiteii Jbiift hiy misitake as aPra<68/a?»^,.hfi.fl^ly,di^ 
oii[r^»,thp iwp/^i and .^alls hirasQlf fk Qztf^ii^ phr^r^ 
tif^ f tl^ei $9mQ title whicli.a Popisl^ writeiriha^ be£pre^ 
a^ujpp(J,^ia hia remacks on mj Letter frofn JSome ;^ 
^^ TfMt all these advocates^ who liaxifg as.it vfere^ 
between. the l^o religions^ affect to assume^ that 
thej ipay evade for a while the more invidioi^^ name 
of Papist. 
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y • All that remains towards the finjnl confirmation 
of my argument^ is^ to refute, as I jirqmi^pd^. some 
of ,the miost plausible objections which hav^ beei^ 
^ade to it by my antagonists; and which by hu; 
i^Quring the prejudices andprepossession^.of man^ 
p^ous Christians, seem the most likely to make an 
i^ipression to it^s disadvantage. 

Sect, 1. In the first place then it is objected, thaf; 
by. the, character .which I have given of the^ncipnt 
Fathei^s, the authoriU/ of the books ^of the J{ew Testa^ 
menij which were transmitted to us through their 
Wds, wm be T^^^^jn-ecmous andunc^tajn. 
_ To which, I answer, that, the objection U, lirifling 
ai^d groundless, and that .the ^^thority of t^os§ 
books do^ not depend upon, the faith of thp Fathers, 
or of any partijcular, set of men, but on u\e general 
predit and reception which they found, not ofnely iiji 
all the C)iu^hes, but with aQ the private Christians 
pf thpsQ ages who we^-e able to purchase copies o^f 
theip ;: amon^ wh^om, ' tho' it '. might . perhaps be ti^e 
desire of a few tp corrupt, yet it was the comipon in- 
terest of all to preserve, and of none to destroy them. 
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And we find accordingly, that they were guarded by 
all with the strictest care, so as to be conceled firozo. 
the knowledge and search of their heathen adver'^ 
saries, who alone were desirous to extirpate them. 
After such a publication therefore, and wide disper- 
sion of them £rom their very origin, it is hardly pos- 
sible that they should eith^ be corrupted, or sup- 
pressed, or counterfeited by a few, of what <3haraeter 
or abilities soever; or that, according to the natural 
course of things, they should not be handed down 
£rom age to age, in the same manner, with the works 
of all the other ancient writers of Greece and Bjomej 
which, tho' transmitted through the hands of many 
profligate and faithless generations of men, yet have 
suffered no diminution of their credit on that ac- 
count : for tho* in every age there were several per- 
haps, who from crafty and selfish motives, might be 
disposed to deprave, or even to suppress some parti- 
cular books, yet their malice could reach onely to a 
few copies, and would be restrained therefore from 
the attempt, or corrected at least after the attempt, 
by the greater number of the same books, which 
were out- of their reach and remained still incorrupt. 
But besides all this, there were some circumstances 
peculiar to the books of the New Testament, which 
insured the preservation of them more effectually 
than of any other ancient books whatsoever; the 
divinity of their character ; and the rehgious regard 
which was paid to them by all the sects and parties 
of Christians ; and above all, the mutual lealousies 
of those very parties, which ;ere perpetuaUy watch- 
ing over each other, lest any of them should corrupt 
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Hbe sources of that ptirie doctrine which they all pro- 
fessed to teach and to deduce from the same books. 
Let the craft therefore of the ancient Fathers he as 
great as we can suppose it to be ; let it be capable of 
adding some of their own forgeries for a while to the 
canon of Scripture ; yet it was not in the power of 
any craft to impose spurious pieces in the room of 
those genuin ones, which were actually deposited in 
all Churches, and preserved with the utmost rever- 
ence in the hands of so many private Christians. 

Sut I may go a step farther, and venture to de- 
clare, that if we should allow the objection to be 
true, it cannot in any mann^ hurt my argument ; 
for if it be natural and necessary that the craft and 
credulity of witnesses should always detract from the 
credit of their testimony, who can help it ? or on 
what is the consequence to be charged, but on that 
nature and constitution of things from which it 
flows ? or if the authority of any books be really 
weakened by the character which I have given of the 
Fathers, will it follow from thence that the character 
must necessarily be false, and that the Fathers were 
neither crafty nor credulchis ? That surely can never 
be pretended ; because the craft and credulity which 
are charged upon them must be determined by ano- 
ther sort of evidence ; not by consequences, but by 
facts ; and if the charge be confirmed by^ these, it 
must be admitted as true, how far soever the conse- 
quences may reach. 

Sect. 2. It has been alledged '^that all suspicion 
of fraud in the case of the primitive miracles seems 
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objection^ tho' it may seem ' {^lattfiBfe ^in^^ f9^& 
'^smimiii »^l^d^y tye^'ti> aQ^Ho- <u^e 'adqttl^ld^a^ With 

-tb«'^(ifldy 'triU be fifilahd to bare nb^red 'wO^^iA^. 
^^f^ Qottpi^i indeed soon' began to mltke a ebns£i^nrli- 
't)^i))]f«grbM ateong tbe vulgar, and to- gUbi.'^iiie 
if^w^fdsb %tf a^more distingniabed rank, yet cohf&ued 
'i;i$<b^>hild in'Moh contem|yt by the generality^ oC^^ 
^i^tlt'wMv tbatough tbe three fint centuri^ 'tl^kt 
{ttey^8(k»Qe^bti«^ thought ftw^tb while t6 make an|r 
liffl^iy^alsoati*;,' w to examitie thfe toerit-oW^«^jp*te- 
ii;)^ii^8M^heiprln!eipaI writers bf R^me, wko itake 
my^ihiiik^6tmf-otJ&^e Chmtiaibji, «bont the tim^ 'of 
^(M^f filaiidy 'shew^ Ik^t ihef knew ndthi^nst^^ 
Miitthtmj-^t tiheii^iieligioto^ th^ wheat th^ h«td f&k^ 
top^^as/.ife t^^>'iby ohiafieei «roni ^e gi*o«8^ taffiSW- 
-pTe«as«kti(tooi)f ; (Kmim<^' fame, and firpeakf:^f ihbib 
accordingly, as a set 4>f'Se^diky 8HMi&Ht,'^fiid^^^ 

fi»Mi^«»^''«i4Mer^MJ(692. And> 'TaMt^, deseifjbi^ 
liss'^hKKSfbletto^tttres ^icb t^#(iSea^ bhd^-i^, 
£DF«tbev|riryteANl!0d.ermie* of bur^g ^e* Gity^'tU»de, 
sHyB/\ ^f'thAtiithey weire d^ilested M "their Haj^tiods 
{itadices; posstsssed with' 4xi labMdniMe Slt^erdtitito; 
aiidiicpiidchlined, not soi-ttMcb> ib}^ ^€h^ isUtypbMd 
(rfiiieiaf.sbttia^ifite totfae g^y, iAs for ftelMti'eA^ 
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^pJw;PWifl^¥WBttt?>, y^feit. i»iae(l;«c3pi«fipityittftWj9*ds 
^t^n^,j^ ^^ tl^m^. sa xweiiib]y.d9stm;04^jtt>t^.i{9i 
JlieAQKfouBt of the, {Mablic. utility, Intfi to sfttM^-^tbe 
xii^el(^-p^t^3ingta.mau" . [^ .i<.r»'fi\. 

» , Pli^ ^Qj vteft to was tie Gov^raoi! /tf a F«f»iw<)$^ 
iu. vrMQh thi^ Cbristiaiis were Tery. numeoro^^^ Ji(^ 
iin^^.a^ Qi^ual parsec«tioii.iA the ireigm^iof't^^^l^'A^^ 
]^^ ia ibj» celebrated letter to that Eiinp^pr j<K)]»c§m- 
in^g Ifhi^m, ^eohures^ ^' that he had iu^sf^^. IieQ9i>p)-^^t 
at any- of their esanduationsj aud-^did pot P0((pi$ieh 
afi Jfsaow iofi what they weare pUBiahetd> or ibUWffi^ 
^y deserved puuishineiit ; that.by.aUii(fhel§{|cpiJbi9s 
•^hich he had siiice made, he could jaiot di8C0Vfir;^»y 
jE^mcticies aoaong . t][^eia, bat what >werehai»0^i^,9iil(d 
i^aooept. — ^Aad nothing] in short, ;hutt<ia>:W|<£rt<^Mid 
^ e^travagaxA superstition, whiehthadlsprdiidiitftfi^' 
;]S(ery wide, among persons of -bCitb )SeiKei»^i$)fieffiyy 
j|g€^ap4 conflitioa»j, wl^oh p[Ught;^weveitfi^Jt)f i^iaij^^d 
by geojUer methoiGU^ by mod^trati^g ,t^ ng(»ri$if jtJie 
perseciition, and pardonijag the penitei^fc; iby^iwl^h 
l^ty, gre^ ^^mmbera of >tbem.had ^efAjpimskjxq- 
caJJed to their ancient worship/^ .. . .^ , , [jiuhiojoii 
This is the whole account whieih>«(e»>liiute\'o£'^the 
I^ji^inutive .Chriatians, firoia the beist JHJBatfaenv^tmlers, 
.tp.,ti»e tinie,K>f.,^n^c)»mt^ JPim: is^^^whsmei^ytsigtk, 
and^thoit of .his SincM^esspr, >M. jlmv$lm9, .Ithe^olcieftit 
Apo^gie^ -of. Jmtm Mariyr^ MeHto, and AUbpmptmaij 
.W^ro addr^s^d to ih^ £p»peror and Senatei of RBmO': 
^otwithsta^diog which, their condition) generally 
^pea|(ing, popftioued . nojuich . the same thtoiigh t tfaHs 
foikyyfvo^ ^e^^itill they were estabj&bed^atjlaa^ifay 
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the civfi power: daring all which time they w^e 
constantly instilted and calumniated by their Hea- 
then Adf ersaries^ as a stupid, creditbms, impious sect; 
the Mtm o/matMnd, and the prey of crofty Imposkjrs: 
calumnies^ of which all the ancient Apologists com- 
plain^ and take great pains to confute^ TertulUan 
expostulates very warmly with the Heathen Magis- 
trates^ ^'that they would not give themselves the 
trouble to make the least inquiry into their manners 
and doctrines; but condemned them for the mere 
name^ without examination or trial ; treating a 
Christian of course, as guilty of every crime ; €W an 
enemy of the Gods, Emperors, laws, customs, and 
even of nature itself — and what, says he, can be more 
unjust than to hate what you know nothing of, even 
tho' it deserved to be hated V Amobius and Lac- 
tantius make the same complaint near an hundred 
years later, in the beginning of the fourth century, 
that they were derided every where by the Gentiles, 
as a senseless, sttqnd race of blockheads and brutes, to 
whose impieties, all the calamities, which afflicted the 
several countries where they lived, were constantly 
imputed. 

In these circumstances, it cannot be imagined, 
that men of figure and fortunes would pay any at- 
tention to the apologies or writings of a sect so 
utterly despised ; especially, when on the one hand, 
there was no elegance of stile or composition to 
invite them to read ; and on the other, all the dis- 
couragements, which the Government could give, to 
deter them from reading. Much less can we believe 
that the Emperor and Senate of Borne should take 
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any notice of those Apologies^ or even know indeed 
that any such were addressed to them. For should 
the like case happen in our days^ that any Methodist^ 
Moravian^ or French Prophet, should publish an 
apology for his brethren, addressed to the King and 
the Parliament, is it not wholly improbable, that the 
Government would pay any regard to it, or take it 
at all into their consideration ? How can it then be 
supposed, that the Emperor and Senate of Borne, 
who had a worse opinion of the ancient Christians 
than we of our modern Fanatics, and instead of 
tolerating were using all methods to destroy them, 
would give themselves the trouble to read, or to con- 
sider the merit of their writings ? 

We must add to all this, the great difficulty of 
publishing books, or of making them known to the 
world in those ages. The ease, which we now find 
in providing and dispersing what number of copies 
we please, by the opportunity of the press, make us 
apt to imagine, without considering the matter, that 
the publication of books was the same easy affair in 
all former times as in the present But the case was 
quite different. For when there were no books in 
the world but what were written out by hand, with 
great labor and expence, the method of publishing 
them was necessarily very slow and the price very 
dear, so that the rich onely and curious would be 
disposed or able to purchase them ; and to such also, 
it was often difficult to procure them, or to know 
even where they were to be bought. 

In the Epistle of the Church of Smyrna, men- 
tioned above, concerning the Martyrdom of St. Poly* 
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cu^:. tkdxfi/ 19 * 9/2 iMUssge t or two i wlaoh/ will helptb 
ceoflDBiiiriiaiLttmiiDW'iaaBerfiftg. iFaNr'itof«afdA!l4i& 
efned.QiE'it, is\m: FMladielpUans, to nrkoB»'iit.'"is}tadH: 
dreased, aredeamd/ as aooa as thsfy haveiq|dme& 
themselves of the contents^ to send it forward to all 
tkBuetkear dmfirenf wha' lived iDora vemote; otbtyand 
BkUadripUafi^tkatiihasy tko mighb zeadit stndrgla^] 
rifyo(&oiii"iQ(bB nbte Ukewise^ whidi^ is aimeae&1a)f| 
the faidlofittkiB^ Bjastley dedares^ '^that t)ie>oo]^/i^' 
tUiki^unX; TaUaedipioce^whidi had beenitimtEsonbedo 
£ii;dibfitiiej:bd6k oi^Jbtmieus,' faadlain bniied aniLiin^l 
kftfmaiiatiiSSwm^Afo^ ailinost desteDyed' 

b^^tiviQy- and in daager of being lost to the wo9ld^< 
till' it WAS . icBsccwrtted bf a revelatioQ from Polyeatf^ > 
haiu^elf/ mwk' tO'Oae Pionim/^ from w^une.tn.ii'i. 
s^ni^ ajjj the ^eopies of it now extant are* dfiiijwoLi • 
'OheseelintsaftgeBi jE I say^^ plainly intimBte, how' cliffi>{> 
cidk^iiiimnstiihave <been to the Chnstians q£ tihbaci 
days. 1 to< pr<Hfide auoh books as were vanted emm lor : 
t%B-(ntm use,. »id much more to d»penaniek« 
mnnberof tbeoi as was sufficieiit for the infor^atilmi 
o£/t]iie^ubKoi. ' ". outu- 

Sme^ /this^^tfaen was the eonditioaof'PQUisbiii^. 
b(^(^s« iti those piiimitive ages^ in which the: OhrisK/^ 
tisdtos wsece tseititer able to beiir the expenoe of'^oop^: 
ing^. n^ the: Heathens disposed to buy them/<thiftfe i 
isigireat areasoato believe, that tinetr Apokgiea^ohiow 
grfttelyeoevec addressed to Emperors and Sautes^' 
lagr jeonoeal^d and unknown to the pabiic for sumy: 
yeaBs> in a &w private hands^ and among thefaitfafoL 
Qnely; especially^ when the publicatinn'of tfa»a&Tvas ' 
not CKdifiS^ • difficult and expensri»> but 'SO-ciJioBh&l 
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adio^'ai to expose tbem oStenio^dBB^g&rfissjSbAtevKisi^' 
Ga^iitalpiimslmetit ; and ^en' the ibooksi /UiimiBoIt«e;> 
al^of1?as 'tht^itirere £Duixd by tfaeiaagistriite^/iitot^ad:) 
df'ilieuig read^ wore generally sirdraed to be I^tivot^ d 

I fleets Si'Xt'ds mrgod: againbt' t]oiej,v^<lha& soWsub)^'' 
pioisii'af' crafb nan ttasouaOy b8ieiitc9^iiie&\)Ei^i;aiiiiht^ 
perdona o£ hoi exalted Bci^k^^, rsfha leii^bseiilotkeiiii-' 
stilvee'to peirsecutioQ'AtLd^jeven^tpiMirti^vddm^ id^ 
cbafizxiration 'laf tlie itrlskh "o{ > w hfit) >tlk0y itoiightifft 
But this likemae: inill a)ipearto}i!ay&/aalilMe98ktlidit^l 
m it ' as "the ^former. ^'Fot ali ^ko ttA ^eoixv^rsTrntiwit^L 
hitatory knowy t^t.2iothiilg gu^es^so iaavikic3)l^i»i|^re^' 
j«iiiice^ and ISO. sferong a blast to fdnooaind^rxif maiip 
a&iretigioiis zeal in femm. xtf every i tUiigi tKatriisi 
tkmigkt nsdful ta the^ object 'whiokiexcitils itji A^isA^ 
tk6 septal JGbx^/ irhieh I ba^ aUe^^Jstotql^osQiilD' 
imablB us to. judge^ in :what manneeithe^afitrttoriiii^ > 
naffyxeal c^* those ancieiita may bei{a*e^int04 toihaTal 
opeitated in the case no^w'-inqinaasliion. laliallwi^: 
nnthiTig more therefore, on v that head; butuedncei 
some of those Fathers^ to whose testimddjrijI'kiiEtvdt 
chittfly appeakd^ ivis Pajfiiaa,\Jit8tin, Iff^naua^iCpptidh, 
&0;/ tv^ere not onely pecsons'^ofiik^ gateatesti piMy< 
amd xeal^ buti said to ha?e been Mart^LslsoiJo!* 4diet' 
faith of Clmst^.dt mlay be propevtto add-altefleotio^' 
oir/two <esi jja^ particdbar joase of Mai*tytd)iDBi> isi' ofti^c; 
to<<sfaew ' that, this veneitable name .madenoNseal'di& 
feresice int thei ipep^aonal dmvaoters of meny norioughl; 
to gite any addTtaortal weight to tixoiatrUicmty of a 
Christiaa^wilmefiSjr;: M •> -'^<l''» , /. • 

'Sheve iw^re T-arions. anol^ves of differdnb kinday ai& 
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Mr. DodweU has shewn, which would naturally in- 
dace the primitive Christians not onely to indure 
but even to wish and aspire to Martyrdom. He ob- 
serves, ^^ that among the ancient Jews, the QaHUBons 
were remarkable for the obstinacy of their temper 
and a contempt of death; whose example, he ima- 
gines, might have some influence on those first 
Christians, who drew their origin £rom that country, 
and were constantly called GaliUeaaM, and charged 
with the same spirit of obstinacy by their adversa- 
ries.^' A character which seems to be particularly 
verified in the Christians of PalastinCj concerning 
whom, Tiberianius, the Governor of Stpia, sends the 
following account to the Emperor Trajan. 

" I am quite tired with punishing and destroying 
the GalikBtms, or those of the sect called Christians, 
according to your orders. Yet they never cease to 
profess voluntarily what they are, and to offer them- 
selves to death. Wherefore I have labored by exhor- 
tations and threats to discourage them from daring 
to confess to me that they are of that Sect. Yet in 
spite of all persecution they continue still to do it. 
Be pleased therefore to let me know what your high- 
ness thinks proper to be done with them.'^ 

Glory also, or reputation, was another great i^ur 
to Martyrdom ; for by the principles of those ages, 
nothing was esteemed more glorious than the crown 
of Martyrdom, as it was called. There was an anni- 
versary festival instituted to the honor of each 
Martyr; in which their memories were celebrated by 
panegyrical orations, and a veneration, next to divine, 
paid to their reliques. In their prisons they were 
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vigited by the Chriatians of all ranks, j^ond t6 
minister to them in the very lowest offices, and to 
kiss their chains; and if they happened to escape 
with life from their tortures, as th^ frequently did, 
their authority was ever after most highly respected 
in the decision of all controversies; in absolving 
men from the ordinary discipline of the Church, in 
granting pardon to lapsed Christians, and restoring 
them to communion, on what terms they thought fit. 

But the principal incentive to Martyrdom, was the 
assurance not onely of an immortality of glory and 
happiness in another world, in common with all 
other pious Christians, but of extraordinary and 
distinguished rewards, and a degree of happiness 
proportionable to the degree of their sufferings. For 
while the souls of ordinary Christians were to wait 
their doom in some intermediate state, or pass to 
their final bliss through a purgation by fire, it was a 
general belief, that the Martyrs were admitted to the 
immediate fruition of Paradise, and that the fire of 
Martyrdom purged all their sins away at once. And 
the opinion likewise which commonly prevaUed in 
these days, that this world was near to it^s end, 
made them the more eager still to snatch that crown 
which would intitle them to such high privileges ; 
give them a power with Gk)d, so as to procure bene- 
fits for others, and make them Assessors and Judges 
with Christ himself at the last day. 

There was another notion, diligently inculcated 
and generally believed at the same time, which was 
sufficient of itself to efface all the terrors of Mar- 
tyrdom, viz,, that under all that dreadfull apparatus 
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t^vtiGdres^ 'like Martj^ra rwi^reiKaia^uIettslyifirAqcljgfqill 
aliii^seine o£.paka>, n»y, felt nothing .bilfc^tf«aQHl?|tii^ 
b£ joy: Scorn • Ahe crudity of their tormenWi^t t ^ 
vhibh «9 expveasly fiffirmed by maay of tbe omd^sioji-' 
tidal' viitera. ?%e t»AJ6fe aawtimce ^f rhmi^m, ^ggf> 
Pvi €ft£i$»99ta»^ relievwff tier pains ijf Bom^, esp^if^^^r^ 

i)iff[tkemf in Merey and conmriinff. ihem into .ph^^f^ 
MAiriqitureinnux^fr'-4ahieh factSi he Awi»r^,J§f^ 
midelhimmmamt $0 tvett 4sii€sted; so pl<mtan4:.9^ 
kMsput^bhi ihat item was m ocpmonAfu^. himit,ia 
iarjfae thatrmble of prming them, >S$craks^ >the {{istt 
toidaaQ^ has fanu«hed au instance of them in ^ 49|i^ 
of. one. Tbeodarua; and the old MartyiKi^lo^fi^. a^ 

tMr^'^^'P^^^i^^''^ ^ ^^^ Bosaaxusto, and eq»PQii4te 
Huiidot^cfPerpftuamd FeUcUoiS, to wbic^ t^va^Do^^ 
srfQSGDitaifor tht^ indiepnteblie proof of true/ ,iQ|ii^#k@i 
iHttafiiq>ply m m^ many mere.. Tbia The^fid^m 
viA hoyem^iCh^tim, of eminent zeal andrfA^^ 
laiiaf kf said io .have^ sjaffeired the most . oruel .|oif^i^j 
\B^/dhe\ ibwmx3sm4(} oS: the £mp€tror J^lifm|;.imt.^^^lifix 
l^eiBWB&^Mt ^r Hlead by his tormentors^ t^^.pngift 
d»Dtia% fT^imfmi^ JBnad jrestored to hfy. .. "^t^^^ 
higjpeoing' itoffidofrf; mth him mwy years a^^ t^ 
iiocaslento pi$k j^acm.ivh^tibiei^ he had beeapi s^nsib}^^ 
ia^\veTjA sba%,p^n» imder thq agony of his tortpg^ 
to M^idi rhe-Anpwetred^. that he ;bad .felt hut^ i^fiipgr 
ii^te^c>and4hat a ^rt^in yo^nng ppraon $tPodiby/^H^ 
aittii(fae»' time/, wiping a^ay. the $weat .wbichn^^?^ 
Ii»mj<bimrstire9gthei^ing bis mitt^s^udj^lliag bj^ 
with delight rather than torment, duipilg.ibiaTflQilr 
lib»tfiiK^H)n Jtbe t^ck" . . ,. . 5. ,;. ,ii'i' 
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'^'lidsllly/ Wd must Add to tbete «eveml tnotivi^syi-tlte 
SMUidid of ft^rmg from peil3ticutiail>< aiiad'Che isAisujp 
KF^ie^ iillended tibe lapsed CIudslaaaB^ so as tontakb 
Wk hatdly supportable to those^ who throogh £mr oC 
t^' fktk ttnd a Israel deaths had been tempted <tar 
ititiy ;their 'fatth, or guilty <tf anj compliance '^ibi 
th^ idolatry of their perseetitors. All which tdpiesj 
H^lK^ displayed with art and eloquence by their ablest 
teaehers; were sufficient to inflame the multitude to 
^fct' pitch of zeal they pleased^ so as to make them 
e^eA provoke and oflter themselves forwardlyt<;>.&o 
mdsk dreadfdl torments, *'Who is there/' aagm 
Ogpriany " who would not strive with all his nughitt 
to anive at so great a glory^ to be a Mend oIOkA, 
eBler into present joy with Christy and afber.earthlji 
to!ftnent6 receive heavenly rew»*ds 7 If it bi^ glorioiid 
to '"worldly soldiers^ after coaqueritig lauf oaenv^> itei 
rettim triumphant into their country^ hqir^mtich 
gt^irter glory is it^ after havii»g vaps^piis^ed ths 
Ddvil; to return triumphant into pslradisey^^^tenbe 
ile!£in»' was e&pelled^ and thero to* ereetiteophied bveo^ 
that very en^my who expelled Urn? To'ltocouafpaBjl 
Gtoi, when he Comes to take Yengeanoief on>)dsi6iEC)i< 
mies; to be placed at his side wtienihe^sits-iu' judged 
ment ; tor be made coheirs with Christ') v6t][ual^th 
Attgitej and together with the Ap^s^te^;- Pwph^i 
and Pntfiarohs, to rejoice in the possession)! 6^ ail 
HotiviBnly Kingdom* These things yo«[> are- to/betnt 
in your minds and memories. What perseoiiti<)lii 
can get th& betljer of such medftationi^ ? whattoDi 
nients be -superior to them S^' ' = .! i/ iW)^ 

These principles and motives^ I sayj^bftdrmooh 
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force as sometixnes to animate even bad men to 
indure a Martyrdom* For the Heretics also had 
ikek Martyrs^ as all history informs us^ as well as 
the Orthodox ; who yet in their common sufferings 
and deaths continued to testify their mutual aversion^ 
and to rejuse aU caramufdon wUh ecLch other. But by 
bad men^ who became Martyrs^ I do not mean such 
onely as were called Heretics^ for that name was 
often given even to the best ; but the proud^ the 
contentious^ the drunken^ and the lewd^ among the 
orthodox Martyrs themselves: of all which kinds 
there were many^ as St. Cyprian complains^ who^ 
after they had nobly sustained the trial of Martyrdom^ 
and escaped with life from the torments of their per- 
secutors^ yet by a petulant^ factious^ and proffigate 
behaviour^ gave great scandal and disturbance to the 
discipline of the Church. 

This is expressly declared by Cyprian in several of 
his letters : in one of which, addressed to the whole 
body of the Confessors, after he has signified his 
joy, " that the greatest part of them were made the 
better by the honor of their confession, and preserved 
their glory, by a quiet and inoffensive carriage, yet 
he had been informed, he says, of others, who infected 
their society, and disgraced the laudable name of 
Confessor by their evilTnversation : some of them 
being drunken and lascivious, some puffed up and 
swollen with pride ; while others, as he had heard 
with the utmost grief, defiled their bodies, the tem- 
ples of God, sanctified by their confession, with the 
promiscuous and infamous use of lewd women/' In 
one of his letters also to the Clergy, he says, I am 
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grieved -when I hear how some of them run abouti 
wickedly and insolently spending their time in trifles^ 
or in sowing discord^ and defiling the members of 
Christy and which have already confessed Christy by 
the unlawfiill use of women/^ And in another trea- 
tise^ where he is touching the same subject^ ^' let no 
man wonder, says he^ that some of the Confessors 
commit such horrible and grievous, sins; for con<» 
fession does not secure them from the snares and 
temptations of the Devil-^-otherwise we should never 
after see any frauds, and whoredoms and adulteries 
in Confessors, which I now groan and grieve to see 
in some of them/' 

It is not my design, by what is said here on the 
subject of Martyrdom, to detract in any manner 
from the real merit and just praise of those primitive 
Martyrs, who with an invincible constancy, sustained 
the cause of Christ, at the expense of their lives. It 
is reasonable to believe, that, generally speakings 
they were the best sort of Christians, distinguished 
by their exemplary zeal and piety, and the chief 
ornaments of the Church in their several ages ; yet 
it is certain that they were subject still to the same 
passions, prejudices, and errors, which were common 
to all the other pious Christians of the same age. 
My sole view therefore is to expose the vanity of 
those extravagant honors, and that idolatrous wor-* 
ship, which are paid to them indiscriminately by the 
Church of Eome; and to shew especially, that the 
circumstance of their Martyrdom, while it gives the 
strongest proof of the sincerity of their faith and 
trust in the promises of the Grospel, adds nothing to 
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t|}§t<?JwwtW of thpir knowledge or 1^§i?;,,^a,^fl^^j^ 
lj|?i;,^Wij5^qne«Ltly^ ax]^y weight to !tl^tte^jli^j);jy,l^jjjL 
U^ear^nc^ to tbatof. any other ju$t wid dAT^ttP^)^ 

f.^^t. .4* It has been frequently . oJy^ctpd^|)yj.,}^jf 
Antagonists^ that to reject the unanimq^s. j;)^t^^^ 
of it^i^ rathers, in their reports of the p^mj^^^e^- 
r^des^ i^ill.dfistroy the faith and credit of aU.histq^^ 

fX\\h wafi the constant cant of all the zea^ta^ ^^ 
vf .'the Heatt^en worlds whenever any of th^ii; ^^i^f^ 
^sl^^ sjwerstitions were attacked by men o^ fPftsSf 
'f,JI ^hesie things, they cried, approved by the wi.3^f(^ 
pfr,oipr,^pestQrs, and confirmed by the. consei^t^,,^ 
Bfl/s^f > caa;be shewn at last to be false, we inn)^t,,bnr^ 
a^L our aiinals^ and believe nothing at all/^ .J^pj| 
th^iS^ipe outcry, as Eusebm tells uis, was ma^^l^ 
^^ also. against the Christians, when the, Q;9^9^ 
^st b^gan to spread itself among them: ^^th^,,]^ 
jriejieQt^^ belief a^d worship universally estab][jsilfe4f]i^ 
KiiftP, :Legi$i!ia1pi:s, and Philosophers x)jr al\ fifi^f^wi^ 
^hptjh,<^ Gr^f(^ ox Bflrbariamj was an impift^^^^ffjfptr 
tiapy, Iziom ,the rites of their ancestor^, , and a cpnt^;^ 
^iqljipn, to. tlie s^^se and judgement of n^ax^J^i^fY 
T^G CljMristians ctn the other hand constantly fle^4^ 
$hjs p^i^^> and declared, " that to follpw the invent!^ 
qf, tbejgc ancestors without.any judgement or ^^^- 
l^al^on^. and to be led perpetually by others* ,)^p 
bi;ute ^f^imals, wa3 to preclude themselves fron^ ^^t 
s^£^<f]i.of wisdom and knowledge, which iB^,na.t}[^^ 
I^Pro^P^/' i.^Yot when.it c^e.at.last t^.tli^^^pT^^^ 
\m^ ^iM^^^ authority pf age? pn. th,Qir^^i4^,^}^^jr 
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tofo^ ttp f he same plea winch they had before irtejeetfetii 
AM ^ti^tge it at thia flay as the principal tihjgdian-t« 
Pitotestaritism ; that it is A mere novelty, whidK'fatfl 
no existence in the -world before Luther, contifadic« 
tory to the practice of all the primitive Saints and 
Martyrs of the Catholic Chnrch, and to the tmani- 
liioiis' consent of fifteen centuries/^ 

If this objection therefore had ever been found to 
hkV0 any force in it, the ancient Christians couM 
never have over-ruled the impostures of Pagani«ftn ; 
nor onr Reformers, the superstitions of Popery. Btit 
in truth, when it comes to be seriously considered, it 
trill appear to have no sense at all in it ; and if the 
Doctors Chapman and Berriman, who now revive and 
so ^zealously urge it, were called upon to explane them- 
selves upon it, they would find it difficult; I darfe sAy; 
tb tell us what they mean by it. If they mean that 
a Contempt of those miracles which they would 'J)feir- 
suade us to believe, would necessarily derive the 
same contempt on history itself, all experience ha* 
shewn the contrary; for tho' there have been doubters 
and contemners of such miracles in all ages, yet his- 
tory has maintained ifs ground through them all*. 
During the three first centuries, the whole world ili 
a inanner'not onely doubted, but rqected the inirst- 
cles of the primitive Christians; yet history wa6 
A^tten and read with the same pleasare and profit 
as before, and applied by the unbelievers themselves 
to the confirmation of their very doubts. Our com- 
merce with the times past, as they are represented io 
us in history, is of much the same kind With our 
inanner of dealing with the present. We find many 
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men in the world, whose fidelity we have just ground 
to suspect ; yet a number of others, whom we can 
readily trust, sufficient to support that credit and 
mutual confidence by which the business of life is 
carried on. Just so in ancient history ; we find many 
things of which we have cause to doubt, many which 
we are obliged to reject ; yet it*s use still subsists, 
and from real and indisputable fects supplies suffi* 
cient matter both of instruction and entertainment 
to every judicious reader. 

If our Doctors therefore mean any thing by the 
objection which we are examining, it must be this; 
that the same principle which induces us to suspect 
the primitive miracles, and particularly those of 
Symeon StylUes, when so forcibly and credibly at- 
tested, must induce us also, if we are consistent with 
ourselves, to suspect every thing that is delivered to 
us from ancient history. But they widely mistake 
the matter, and do not at all reflect on what I have 
intimated above, that the history of miracles is of a 
kind totally different from that of common events ; 
the one, to be suspected always of course, without 
the strongest evidence to confirm it ; the other, to be 
admitted of course, without as strong reason to sus- 
pect it. Ordinary facts, related by a credible person, 
furnish no cause of doubting from the nature of the 
thing; but if they be strange and extraor(]|^ary, 
doubts naturally arise, and in proportion as they ap- 
proach towards the marvellous, those doubts still in- 
crease and grow stronger. For mere honesty will 
not warrant them ; we require other qualities in the 
historian; a degree of knowledge, experience, and 
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discernment^ sufficient to judge of the whole nature 
and circumstances of the case : and if any of these 
be wanting^ we necessarily suspend our belief. A 
weak man indeed^ if honest, may attest common 
events as credibly as the wisest; yet can hardly 
make any report that is credible of such as are mi- 
raculous ; because a suspicion will always occur that 
his weakness, and imperfect knowledge of the extent 
of human art, had been imposed upon by the craft 
of cunning jugglers. On the other hand, should a 
man of known abilities and judgement relate to us 
things miraculous, or undertake to perform them 
himself, the very notion of his skill, without an 
assurance also of his integrity^ would excite onely 
the greater suspicion of him; especially if he had 
any interest to promote, or any favorite opinion to 
recommend, by the authority of such works: be- 
cause a pretension to miracles has, in all ages and 
nations, been found the most effectual instrument of 
impostors, towards deluding the multitude, and gain- 
ing their ends upon them. 

There is not a single historian of antiquity, 
whether Greek or Latin, who has not recorded ora- 
cles, prodigies, prophecies, and miracles, on the occa- 
sion of some memorable events, or revolutions of 
states and kingdoms. Many of these are attested in 
the gravest manner and by the gravest writers, and 
were firmly believed at the time by the populace : 
yet it is certaij;L, that there is not one of them which 
we can reasonably take to be genuin : not one, but 
what was either wholly forged, or from the opportu- 
nity of. some unusual drcumstance attending it, im- 
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:punaai sad «ggrav»tod into something Bmpmiatiinl. 
«XiK8 »wiB inndoubtedlj the case of all -tke hentken 
aimi!»tdesi;r and though it may hurt dn 9ome mMsttre 
'tbe>gmiei9l credit of mirades^ yet^ as ^Kpetimtsd Ins 
^^nljr'Bbe^nii it has not in any degree affeded^die 
/Cti^dtt "O^^ common history. For>example. M&mfika 
jofiiHoMmffntm^m is esteemed cue of the insist 'fisiifli^ 
jim4' %eeuvate hMtoirians of antiqidty.: ire take Ms 
.jff^rd iritbtot.sGra{de^ and preferably even to the 
i6.(^(m(Wr^era, in his account of the dvil affimre of 
^me ; yet we laugh at the fictitious miractes whieh 
.}m ;baei ^interspejaied in it. ''In the war with the 
i4atm>i\h^ tells ue> '^how the gods, Castor tmd 
.p^iu», appeared visiUy on white horses, and fonght 
»p&>tl]^i side of the .Romans, who by their assiatanie 
joined •« comj^ete ^victory ; and that for a pek^toal 
jiUQOK^rial of it> a temple was publicly erected, aDid a 
jr^sirlj^.ifesliiYaly .sacrifice, and procession instittited'to 
jthe/houorof those dekies.^^ Now tho' no bo4yat 
tbiflidajT believes aiitlde of the miracle, yet the-fiaiitii 
1^ history lie 4ot hurt by it. We admit the^batfel 
r^a^iti^iTiaiicry, and take the miraculous part to be^ 
. whatsit ;qei?taafily wa^ the fiction of the commaniders 
lor pouaosist interested, eontriTed for the sake of soi&e 
^miwta Qfiin^U afi public benefit, which the nature of 
this^l f!a$e wUli easily! suggest. < . >m 

Thus in the narrative also, above mentionc!d,-"ef 
ttei Maiityrctom of Si. :Poi!fcarp, the point of In^ry 
is, tha^ (he was ^condemned to> death at Smfhiut, of 
Kvhiclx he was Bishop; and there actually bumt At 
t^e >9tiike/)foc.hi8 proA^on (tf the Ghrifttiatf fidth. 
T^Qiblfti^n^^donbt therefiiire of his « Mar<t3^oin; yet 

n 
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tei:iilireiattQ|id6A it Tiie yaioOtpi!0kaKiad'#o<Mttiie 
-Stmkfii&m&^j -IfMrliefnrcbQnljr'iijr'aftfetri; and^tkitiD 
^ ^9miH9f mek hsrry^, in vUtii notfaiiig' «edck^^e 
|ie49d^tiM%«; I£j8ucdL a Tual therofiml^iiaitetKi 

pill9tblet.toMdiitem lebencei it €aBie9 bi» tkis^v^^e 

..i^eaiMKliiKiagnuition.wefe paititpgfaBrly n ffifce< ^ tij^do 

jliioiwgt^itt Ofomekftk^ wif^ eaaUfsii^lfKke iVfcb^'Ml- 

r.ratfidOQB. . fSh^Aame atso jib ^d tcr fa^bv«'ififidl»4bi 

.ai^Ii wtand. lus bodj^and coidd not' batn it ; Ati'^ii^- 

feaitaaee :vfhiGh '^nnght easily hapfieD! fr^m- tb(^ic(^- 

HHKm <effieote of 4\ie ifind, ofr somethiiig 'at !laast>'4o 

rJticAifc as.to^Affctid JBAttev enMigh ttfinaanipeisi^llSb^b 

jgimy; to' siipply the ores!;. But tiie jdrdanurtane^ dlNt 

: 49V^0vifHf mit qf his htiiy wbmpiewai t^^jn^^^mtf^i^ 

b^y^ndi iiU b^liefi: or if a dove vat r0alljr S6eti't0)% 

; ^i|t .cf ih^fwood wld»h was psepareA to «(nisieii](]e^'is&)t> 

^it 4Pftight.haYle he&ix conTejred thitiieiiyopYOlMtKlyub^ 

l^fMgPvt ^ /orAmt.iQihe let loose mti^oertidii iaa«inmiit. 

ij^^riti the li^iieralaf of the Roman Etnpeior»^t-iii(da^ 

^Wlt%^^4g^a obfs^inred to fly out o£/the iiai(s^ali)(ifeniB 

;mfiP .f^ritvh/^gatt to ;blftze> which 'was mq^pbsMltb 

i9Qmr^ thi^^ «MNal df the .dfeeeased^into. hewen({ tof 

w^i]((^i# )9(d909A 'de|pQdti6n'>.waGi cwhstentlyitififixi^ 

upon oath^ in order to ^iiie iddfiimtibnf ofntl^bfe 

.nmfiqrowi' i .'! ."• . .f- -;< ..•' ' ' n. -■.•.iT 

. BPit ^Qtf^fEm^4i wit0hAc&ft.iffoi^ftiibi]|io6« 

tual .pi^oqf fkf ,th^)^tiiiithinf.t!irhat I lam aU^^Hiding. 

Th^pe.^ 40i4riQ.^aUihl8tQrjr,»jany'/on^ liaiPftcttibit^'fiLA 

sp : fmlihmti^^ ^te^tediofr liie'ttpstenoe t of /^ilcbd^. 

All Qhn^mWa^afi^jnrbattorattr htoei>GfMi^(Mftiid>lii 

H 
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the bdbtf' of lAiem^ and provided capital laws agaiMt 
Aemij ia eonKeqnence of which^ manjr hundreds of 
both Aetttsi >kd^ RtsffiBred a cruel death. In oar orwn 
country;> great numbers have been condemned to die^ 
at different'times^ after a pubiio trial by the most 
^mment judgfds of the kingdom : and in some places^ 
for a pevpbtnal memorial of tiieir diabolical pra&: 
tices^ aiildterflary sermons and solemnities have been 
pioQsly Jmsstftilted^ and subsist at this dajtopropa^ 
gate a-idetdsitation' of them to all posterity. 'Novr to 
denyth&^esditjr of fiicts so solemnly attested' and so 
universally Jb^eved^ seems to give the lie to the 
sense 'and experience of all Christendom, to -tiie 
wisest /and *bestnof every nation, to public monu** 
meats jsubststing io our own times : yet the incvadi* 
billtyof the; thing prevailed, and was found at last 
too strong for all this force of human testimony^ ;j so 
that the belief •«£ witches is now utterly eactiict, 
audi qidetlfy 'buried without involving history in if « 
ruiny' ODlealring' even the least disgrace or* censare 
i)ipanitlq'.-">'f ">•• , * ^ • j. 

•: Tlusreoisoahothev instance also, wiAin oorowif 
tinttesy tmbve'<til»ctly appMcable to our present pu]^« 
psi^. t)I>|iKtonMthe^ pretmded miracles of the iote 
Abbe de Saris, which made such a noise in Fratooqit 
ikvry0smiagO(^4asSL'ate still believed by a gveat past 
of^tUsBtrkzngdom,nor by all periiapsiwho believe>ai^' 
other fdbioaclbet of ^that Ohurdi; This Abbe was a 
zeaMuslAzoM^ris^jcaiid warm oppocter of that Btifiiov 
GbnstituliDn>Q£ Skf^<]9emeM XI.,' called' I7n^«iii/u9, 
byrwhioh alt'tiiiBidoctxnies of -his sedt wei^Mpretfaly 
cendi^»fc&i)t fief(diadin( 17S5, 'atM'wati'tMbied in 
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the duupch-yaird of St. Medard in Paris; wfaitibter tte 
great reputation of his sanetity drewioaay people td 
ifiait his totub^ and pay their devotions, to^ him bbM 
BL saint: and this ooncouraie gradually increasing, 
miide hisi soon be considered as a subject pyoper to 
revive the credit of that party, now uttedy depressed 
by the power of the Jesuits, supported by *the; au^ 
thority of the . Court. Within six yaaes ther^ore 
vA&r his death, the oonfident report >o£ miraclesi 
wrought at his tomb, began to alarm not OAely the 
City of Paris, but the whole nation^ whUe< infinite 
orouds were perpetually pressing to. the pteoe,. and 
proclaming the benefits received from the ssint : nor 
could aU the power of the Government giveia check 
to the rapidity of this superstition, till by iitclosing 
the tomb within a wall, they ^eotually d)stri^ed 
all access to it. _!''•' 

.This expedient, tho' it put an end to the eattemal 
worship of the Saint, could not shake theosedit of 
hiS' miracles ; distinct accounts of which were care-* 
fully drawn up and dispersed among the people, wi^ih 
wOi .attestatimi of them much more strong and au- 
thentic than what has ever been alledgedfor the 
njisadas of any other age . since the days of the 
Aposdes. Mens, de Montgettm, a i^&tmm of emi^ 
neid; rank in. Paris, published a i select .niunber of 
thorn 'in a pompous volume in quarto,, which he 
dedicated to the King, .and presented to him in 
perisott'; being induced to the pabUcation^f them, 
as he dedares, by the ineontestahk evidenee of thiei 
foets, by wfaioh he himself, ficomi a libeirtin andj pro- 
fessed- Jjteist, became a Bincere convert to ithe< (^hms- 
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tlka^^t^m^'^ 9ut'l)«flide8 the ocOleetioti of 1I&. >^ 
MbntffeP&Hi isiev^ir^l other coUections wei*e maSde, ooif- 
t^tiiiig';in'i«h6 irhoM abohre a<i h«Midred^ mii!^^; 
^Mth' kre^ aU ^Mfehed iJogetWer^ in three tolunies, 
^««!h'tfe^^ ^^rti^tiAl-'yoTichei-s; ceilSficfctes, atfRdkvitt, 
aM>l6t^]fs^ttbiM' ^ -&mi of them ett' fnU i^g^. < ^ 
' T«^'gita!fi^sr'^]^'of '«ies6 mii^aoles w^ eknt^lby^ 
i!ki^^th^'^^iii^''idi^ d^hj[)^^e diseades^ inf t^k^Ms^^attld 
deplored state, and after all hnihan i^itiedies 'hUd 
%Y ^^f^^^ ftiaen tried' upon th^nv^ln tain; but 
i/fi^^pki^^^<^^d sooner addressed thems<9lTed to^ the 
t^n]|l^4>fi%[ii^'^Btfint, than) the M^^ ifiveit^^atie cas(^ 
%!k^ "^l^mBskii of pkta^^ alpople^s, aaid^^b^ 
if^P ^^ t^eli^^ Ui!ddties8 tad la^enefes; fee., ^m^ 
^€§<«ii^f^'^bteti^, elf g^eatljr'reB^^d; abd-iviMlifi 
i^i&hd^^jMi^^^i^ whoHy i^etnOTed. AUiwhidh euted 
mr^^imk^ id the Chtir^hyard ^f St. iSfeife^, 
iM^M'^^ SrW'bf ^he^peopte, tod Irith' SO geii^^^ 
fi^^baitfJ dp the^ 'finger tf '<Jod'4n. theiii; th«;iaaiiy 
]^0tSi€U}'i>ei^^uch^^, Sehi9midte$, ni^IUrM^ «ki& 
siild^^tb >h«v^ b^n eonvei^ed bf theia tb^tbe; Oath^o 
h\m''\MSi^^R^^'t^e^ tS theM^isatt^iSt^bj^ttodrift 
of ^^he' ipi^^e^jiP^hj^eiam aftd stkrgeoii^ Hf 'SbraMe> 
agqWgff a^ ^'f£4-^^l^%f tlief1hl^tidi^i%3 se^zdf^ 
t^d^^'^^^^ierir^^H^ of fliem, Who>'^i:^]MMy^ 

i^]H&M!['^l*og^t^f {i^ackk'to '^3^ ^t^M^^Opsl^>^^%itl^'^ 
j^^litiod^^ii^e^ bj^^^iiltkjv^ i^ni^^WurSW^E'reiif^^tf 
tteJ ^J^kii^^^^^PkiH^i ^esiriiig thdt^'tihfeytnifeht^ 

the people, as true miracles. ♦^'^' w > * 

' ^'t^h^vd^egjhr^a#fiiif6^^t(i>%h6^ Sro- 

tdiS^ni^^ter^^JHf^}'!)^ j^)^ ;VJ«^id«i^iabt>d^]r. 
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the faets^ but the miraculous natore of tlum.OA^l^i 
which by many reasons he endeavours to reodi9i\ SM* 
pected. Tet another writer on the same,sid^i..d^ 
dares that all his reasons are too weak to. do, thmi 
any hurt ; and that there is no other way of sl^ahiaiig 
their credit, than by shewing them to be. th0< works 
of the Deidl. Which he undertakes .to p^oy^; in 
three letters to the said Mr, Dei Vbeux^ato Jl;)^tthfi 
genuin character of them. . . .,.;.,[ 

Let our declamers then on the aii;tbority<oj^ the 
Fathers, and the fieuth of history, pDodnoQr ii fth,^ 
can, any evidence of the primitive imraclw,N,hc^fciSQ 
strong as what is alledged for the xairad^sf.of A;]^^ 
Abbe de Paris ; or if they cannot do . it, 1^. the^ 
give us a reason why we mnstxeceivie.tbi^jqn^aiii^ 
reject the other : or if they fia,il likewise i^^ tl^^,{let 
them be so ingenuous at last as to Qon&s%. t^at<<w^ 
have no other part left, but either. to admit tbe^ju fdl, 
or reject them all ; for otherwise, they can. Aeyisirtb^ 
thought to act consistently. And if,. lrom\ th'^r 
avowed principles and blind deference to.9^tb^Bit]r# 
w^ may guess at their real sentiments in the pre^^P^ 
case, they will be as little scrupulous aboijit th^ipi^;- 
dem as the ancient miracles of the Clmrch^ bnt^par 
tiently admit them all ; as being more itgiieeftbte,.^ 
that rule which, is. prescribed by., their, p^wt^v;e 
guides,^ — ^^that the true disciples ojE Christy. (A^i9 
nothing more to do unth curimty or inquinfji Jhfif wh^ 
they are once become believers, their sole bu^n^ss ^ ^ 
believe onJ* , . . .» 

Again; the celebrated historian, Mr,.,de ,V&tot, 
whose RevoMions of Rome^ of Sun^den, an4' of, . Por^ 

h2 
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ii^^ sffioid so miioh ewfceartaixmient to the ^bdic, 
lifts wrk^eoi «• defence also of a cedadniniuacle} whiidi 
k imagined to do some houov to the Church and 
kmgdoDQi of France; I mean the naiiade of the mcred 
vialy or saiiUe AgnpauUcy as it is calkd, urith irhioh 
.their Mngs are wDuointed at their coiQiiatianv 

This vial is said to have 'been bro'aght from heaven 
by a dov^e^ ibr the baptismal unction of Clovis, tie 
first Qifietian Mng of Franoei and diKq>ped into the 
hands of St. JBoni^Jt^/ then Bishop of ilAdm^^ afaoat 
the end of the fifth century ^ where it has been pve- 
«jr^. ever dnce for the purpose of anomtmg «a 
succeding kmgs. And it's divine descent is said te 
be confirm^ hj this miracle ^ that ob soon as the co- 
romitiom is oner, the M in the vial begins to wast amd 
vanish, Imt is\constantiy renewed of itsdf, for the S€»- 
mce ijf ea(^h new coronation. > 

TkR Abbe de Voiiei defends the truth of this missr 
de by the antfaority of several witnessess^ who lived 
ait the time oiRemgias or near to it; and of mangr 
Isiter widters alao^ who give testimony to the same^ 
through eaK^ vticceding age. Yet a learned iJPro- 
fdssor at Utrecht, in a dissertation upon this subjeety 
treats it as a rneiH^ forgery, er pious fraud, conitnveil 
te support the 4iguily of the Kings and Clergy ^tf 
France; and ranks it in the same class with the Pmt- 
hnOum of Trog; the AneUia of old Borne rand the 
Cross which Constaniin pretended to see in* the heanetm; 
and- the rest of those poiitical fictiims^.. which we meet 
with in the histories of all ages. ■ / 

Now what will «or Advocades of the primt^tive 
mirkcles say to this f Will they tell us here; aa^thej 
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liaTe afteu doneim aiimlar joiacamonay timtliy<icj€totpg 
Ihetftutkoritj of Mt. VeriU and lus witaeBseB tn thib 
story^ we destroy the Mth of all liis. otiier istories, 
and eaa no longer toke hia irard for vay^mjoag^ ydMx 
he lias rdated of Rome, or Sweden, or Pariu^f 
Let them talk at this ftiUy rate as long as theyplemse^ 
men of sense will always know how to diatingiush in 
such cases ; how to OKtmdr iall the instmctioiiv which 
iif offered to them, in one part of his > waitings ;\vy^ 
guard themaelyes frodtn all liie supenstition iwhieb;ds 
inenloated in the other. They know, that^ om sub- 
jects of common history, a writer of sense 'and ceedit 
ean hardly hsre any other motive of wnitiiiigi hnt/to 
please and instruct, and to lilastrate the .truth of 
£m^s, as far as he was able, by tlus ponfBeaity ofidiis 
stile, and the proper disposition of Ibs materials*: 
but on subjects of a miraculous kusid> th6y< know 
likewise, how forcibly the prcgudioeA of edticatbli, a 
superstitious turn of mind, the iuteresits of • a partgr^ 
€Br< the views of ambition are apt to operate on a do- 
fiender of those miradies, wJiieh the goTemmcnb and 
religion of his country are engaged to support* > i : i 
' These few instances ' are sufficieatv^to< evincG'>1ihfe 
veasoQiableness and prudenoe of suspending our assent 
to rep<»i;s of > a miraculous kind, tbo^« attested by an 
authority, which might safely be.trusted in the repoit 
o!& ordinary events. They teach us also how opinions, 
whoHy absurd and contrary to. naturey may. gain 
credit and-estabhshment: thiiOQ^ ages and nations, 
whieh, by the force of edmcation, custom, and ex- 
ample, have once contraoted a superstitious and cre- 
dulous turn ; till being oheoked from time to >time 
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by the gradual improvements bi science^ and the 
saocessire efforts of reason^ inquiring occasionally 
into the uncertain grounds, and reflecting on the 
devtain mischiefs of them, they have &Uen at last into 
such utter contempt, as to make us wonder, how it 
was possible for them, ever to have obtained any 
credits 

. But wiiatever be the uncertainty of ancient history, 
there is one thing at least which we may certainly 
learn from it; that human nature has always been 
the same ; agitated by the same appetites and pas- 
^ns, and liable to the same excesses and abuses of 
l^m, in all ages and countries of the world; so that 
our experience of what passes in the present age, 
will be. the best comment on what is delivered to us 
concerning the past. To apply it then to the case 
before us : there is hardly a single fact, which I have 
charged upon the primitive times, but what we still 
see performed in one or other of the Sects of Chris- 
tians of our own times. Among some we see di^- 
6096$ cured, Devils cast out, and aU the other miracles 
which, are said to have been wrought in the primitive 
Church; among others we see the boasted gifts of 
nrttdlian's and Ctfprian's dayB; pretended revelations, 
prophetic visions, and divine impressions: now all 
these modern pretensions we readily ascribe to their 
true cause ; to the artifices and craft of a few, play- 
ing upon the credulity, the superstition, and the 
enthusiasm of the many, for the sake of some pri- 
vate interest : when we read therefore that the same 
things were performed by the ancients, and for the 
same ends, of acquiring a superiority of credit, or 
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wealth, or power, over theiif fellow creatufes; how 
can we ^o^ibly hesitate to impute tfa^m to the same 
cause, of fraud and imposture? '< 

In iBr wordf to subtmt our bdd^ io^eitidly' s^d 
iiidiffifireiitlf to the lAere farce ' of authority' in 9M 
cases, whether miraculous or natural, witJicmt: a&y 
rule of discerning the credible from the incredibie>> 
might support indeed the Mtb, as it^6 c^ed, Uut 
would certainly destroy the use of all ^history ^j by 
leading us into perpetual errors, and poksessitig<ottr 
minds with invincible prejudices, aud'Mse nbtionfeT 
both of men and tilings. But to distinguilBh 'l]%tw6€^ 
things totally different from each otix6^'f> b^tweeik 
miracle and nature; the extraordinary )a(:rtd>^f>Gidd 
and the ordinary transactions of man; to^iu^enbii 
otir belief of the one, while, on the ^ame 1»y(Amcmy; 
we grant it freely to the other; and to" require- ** 
different degree of evidence for each, in propoirtttoli' 
td^the different degrees of their credibility; i6 sa to 
ffbin hurting the credit of history, or of any thitf^ 
elSe wMch we ought to believe, that it is the oli«ly 
W^y to purge history from it's dross, atid rend^it 
bisnefioial to us ; and by a right us0 of oUr r^^&sdn 
aftd' judgement, to raise our minds *aibove' the'lo^ 
pi^jufdiees and childish superstitions of th« ci^elinlotiSi 
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The Introductory Discourse concludes thus : " The many cor- 
iptions which ctept into the Charch in those very earfyndged, 
At^ a^y^^k^n^ prodrattd Hdiiloriiti^' ib all th^' 1at^r>aiges,'iCfclit 
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there is no way of preserving a purity of faith and worship in 
any Church, but by reviewing them from time to time, and re- 
ducing them to the original test and standard of the Holy 
Scriptures." 

And thus Oxford is invited to do Justice in other respects to the 
Church and itself, as well as by having raised at last an elegant 
testimonial to the memory of those venerable Protestant martyrs 
— Ridley, Latimer y and Cranmer— who suffered there so long 
since as 1565 and 6, 
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